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ON 



BEAUTY. 



11^ was on one of thfi moft pleafing Mprning* in 
the laft Surpmer, that Crito ftole from th^ 
Noife ^nd Buftle of the Town, to eftjoy an 
agreeable Day, or Twp, with his Friend T iman- 
THES in the Country. Timanthes received hirtt 
with all that Joy andPleafuro, which is ufual between 
Friends, who love one another entirely; ^hd who 
ba.ve not met for a copfiderable Time, He i&ewed 
^im his new Grove, and Gardens 3 an^, as they 
were walking in the latter;^ << Since the Weather be« 
gins to be fo warm (fays he) if you like it, we vrit\ 
dine under that open Tent. The Air theriC will be 
refrefhing to you } and witt bring us the Soi^U of the 
Orange and Lemon-Trees which furround it, with« 
out breaking that View of the Country, of whicll 
you ufed to be fo fond. When I placed them therCp 
I }^d yoM^ in my Thoughts y amd unagined it wghi 
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be a favourite Seat of yours, whenever you came 
hither i which I wifli your Affairs would fufFcr t© be 
'much oftener/* Indeed the Spot was fo well chofen, ' 
that it made not only their Dinner^ but even their 
Converfation together after it, the more agreeable ; 
and as they were ftill fitting and enjoying themfelves 
there, foiF fome Ti^9 in the Aften«)on ; n Servant 
came to let Timanthes tnow, that Milesius 
was juft alighted; and was coming toward them. 
*' Though in general I Ihould not have chofen to be > 
interrupted To-day (fays Timanthes), I am not ^ 
forry for MiLEsius's Vifit at prefent j becjtufe his 
Gaiety may ferve a little to divert you/' *^ And I, 
lays Crito, love every thing that you ,Iovq ; and 
ihall therefore go with Pleafure with you to metf 
him. MiLj:s|Us came up to them with bis ufual 
Vivacity in his Face, and Behaviour; and after « 
fliort Compliment, or Two, t.hey all fat down to-» 
gether again under the Tent. 

They foon fell into a Converfation, which, thoug!^ 
it might not be fo folid, was at leaft more lively and 
joyous than their former. Timanthes could not 
help obferving upon it, ** You (fays he) MiLEsius 
give Life to the Company wherever you come ; but I 
aih particularly glad of your coming hither To-day, 
becauft my Friend'GitiTO, on his Arrival this Morn- 
ing, feemed to have the Remains of fomething of a 
Melancholy oh his Face ; but, fince your joining us, 
the Cloud has been gradually clearing up, and feemaf 
now quite driven away. I would hot then take any. 
Kotice^cf it to. hltn j fon fpar of opprrffing thaMini 
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idf thv Friend whilft too much zffii&si ; but as It iw»w 
Appears to have been only a paffing Cloud, I could 
. ^\{h to afk the Caufe of it ; that I might endeavour 
to alleviate his Concern, if in my Pov/er ; and if not 
that at leaft I might (hire it with him.'* " t am 
very much obliged to you (replied Ckixo, vvrith i 
Caft of the fartie Concern ireturning on his Face) 
for your Tendernefs for me, on this, arid all other 
Occafions t Bat if yo\i obferved any thing of Sor-» 
tow about hie on my Firfi comihg in, I can aflure 

* you, that It WJls not for any Misfortune that has 
Happened to myfelf ; hor any new Misfortune to any 
of our Friends : Whatever you faw in me of that 
kind, muft hav^ been oCcafibnfed \>y the Vifit I made 
this Moriiirtg. You both knov<^ the Beauty and Me- 
rits of Mrs. B***, ias well as what a Brute of a 
Hufband (he has the Misfortune to be married to. 
I juft called thete, beJbrfc I kt outj arid, on the 
Servant's telling me, that his Lady had been up 
fome time, and v^as fitting \h the Room n^xt the 

* Garden ; as my hear Relation to het gave me thft 
Liberty of going on Without fending in hiy Name, t 
walked toward the Room • arid found the Door only 
juft open enough to let me fee her leaning on a 
Couch) with her Head relied negligently on one 
Hand, whilft, with the other, flie was wiping aw^ay 
a Tear that dole filently down her Check. The 
"Siftrefs in her Countenance, and the little Cbnfufion 
that appeared about her Eyes, on her nrft difcover- 
Ing me (juft as 1 Was doubting Whether I fhould re** 
tire or not) added fo much to the other Beauties of 
her Face, t^at I think I never faw her look fo charm- 

Bj iog 
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ing in my Life* " Stay, Sir (fays fhe) j for you, I 
am fure, can excufethis little Overflow of Weaknefs 
in n^e. — My poor, (fiear Jaeky ! — If Heaven had 
fpared him to me, he would this very Day have been 
Seven Years o\S.. What z pretty little Companion 
fhould I have had in him* to have diverted me in 
feme of the many hofirs that I now pafs alone !" I 
rfiflembled my being but tcfo well acquainted with the 
real Occafion of hpr Sorrows, joined with her in 
Jam'entrng the Lofs fhe had mention^^d } and, as foon 
as I could, led the Converfation into another chan- 
nel 5 and faid every thing I could think of, to divert 
her Mind frorti the Objeft that I knew afflifted htr^ 
By Degrees, (he recovered her ufuarl Behaviour \ but 
through all the Calmi>efs and Pleafingncfe of it, there 
was ftill a Cloud banging about her Eyes, which be- 
trayed Part of the Uneafinefs that flie. daily fuffersr 
tinder in her Ffeart. Oppd Heaven ! how is it po(fi- 
ble that any human Creature fhould treat fo much 
Goodnefs, and fo many Charms, withfo much Bar* 
barity of Behaviour !"r—" We all knoWytheVilenef* 
of the Man, cried MiLEsius; as well as the Beauty 
and good Qjialitiea of his Lady ; hut, pray^ how 
com£ you to think, that her Sufferings fhouid add ta 
Tier Charms ? or that a Diflrcfs, like hcr*s, cou]<{ 
ever be pleafing to the Ey« ? Some People have go|: 
finch flrange^ unifttelUgible Notions of Beauty !" — 
♦* Was I to let you;^into all my Thoughts about 
Beauty, replied Crito, what I happened to mention 
Juflnow would, perhaps, appear far from being unin-p 
felligible to you. To own the Truth, I have thought 
OR this Subjefl: (which feufually rather viewed with 

tea 
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1:6b fn^ch Pleafure, than confidered with any thing 
of Judgment) more gravely at leaft, I dare fay, than 
ever you have: And if you ^as to provoice me a little 
farther, I do not know whether I could not lay down 
to you a fort of Scheme on it ; which might go a 
good Way not only toward clearing up this, but moft 
of the othe> Difficulties that fo often occur in talk^^ 
ing 6f it." — '* I fhould ias (bon think of diffcfting a 
llainbow, fays MiLfisius, as of forming grav« and 
punSual Notions of Beauty. Who, for fteaV6ft*d 
Sake, can reduce to Rules, what is fo qtiick, aiid h 
variable, as to be (hifting its Appearances ev«ry Mo- 
ment, on the moft delightful Faces ?— '^ And why 
are thofe Faces the mdl delightful, in Which that 
happens ?" fays Crito. — ** Nay, that in one of th6 
very things 1 could leaft pretend, to aiccount foir, re- 
plied MlLE^lVs. I am fatisfied with feeing that they 
are foj *tis a fubjefl; that I netrer yet had a fifigle De- 
ilirc to reafon tipon ; and I can very willingly le&s^ it 
to you, to be aPhilofopher in Love."*— But fei'ipufly, 
interpofed Timam^hes^ turning toward CrItO, if 
you have ever found Leifure and Calmne(s eiiough 
to think fteadiJy on fo uncertain, ai^ (^ ©ngagii^ A 
Subjeft ; whylhould not you oblige ud withtl^ Re- 
sult of your Thoughts upon \t ? Let me beg it of 
you, as a Favour to both of us ; for I am fare it Will 
be agreeable to both : And Jf you refufe me, I am 
i^folved to join With MitfeSitJs in believing, that i* 
is incapable of having any thing faid fyftematically, 
or even regularly, about it/'*— ** You knov/, faya 
CuiTO, how little I love to have all the Talk to 
liiyfelf ; and what you propofe may take me up an 

B 4 Hpur, 
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^our, or Two'r^BSpl?^ fmuft laufrch out into (4 
wide a Subj^a^Tt-^ni be very neceffary, that I 
ihould begin with telling you wfasit I chiefly propofir 
to confidex, and what not. 



EVERY dbjeiSb that is pleafmg to tlie Eye, 
when looked upon, or delightful to the Mind, 
on Recolle£l:ion^ may be called beautijFul 5- fo that 
Beauty, in general, may ftretch as wide as the vifible 
Cr^ation^ or even as for as the Imagination can go j;- 
which is a fort of new or fecondary Creation. Thus 
we ipeaikr not only of the Beauties of an engaging. 
Profpeijlj of the rifing or fetting Sun, or, of a fine 
ftarry Heaven ; but of thofe of a Pifture, Statue, or 
Bu-ildiftg ; and even of the A6Hons, Charafters, or 
Thoughts of Men. In ^e greater part of thefc^ 
there may be almoft as many falfe Beauties, as there 
are real ^ according to the dii&rent Taftes of Na- 
tions, and Men » To fbat if any one was to confider 
J^eauty iit its /ullefi Extent^ it could not ht dons 
witiiout the greatef}; Confufien* I ihall therefore 
confine my Subjedl to vifible Beauty $ and of that^ 
to fuch only as may l>e called perfonaU ^ human 
. Beauty ; and that again, to fucb as is natural or 
real, and not fiicfa as is only national or cuftomary;* 
for I would not have you imagine, that I would 
have any thing to db with the beautiful thick Lipi^ 
of the good People of Bantamy or the exceffive fmall 
Feet of the Ladie$ of Quality in China. ■- * 
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. I to! apt to thing, tl^at every thing bcldngiirg tp 
beauty (hy wbiek I need not repeat to youi At every 
Turn, that I mean real periboal Be:^y) would 
fall under 6nc or other of tlicfe Four Heads j Cokxr^ 
Form, Expreflt^o, and Grace,. The Twp former 
of which I flMuid k>ol^upon astlu Body, and tho 
Two latter as the Soul, of Beauty* 

THO' Color be the lowofl: of all rhe conflituent 
Parts of Beauty, yet it is vulgarly the moft ftriking^ 
and the moft obfeitved. For which there is a veryf 
obvious Keafoii to be giver; ; that '' every body can 
fee, and very few can judge •/' the Beauties of Co- 
lor requiring much lefs of Judgment, than either of 
the other Three. I '{hall therefore havefmuch kfs to 
fay of itj than of each of the other ; and fhall only 

jive you Two or Three Obfervatious, relating to it* 

As to the Color of the Body in general, the moft 
beaiftiful perhaps that ever was imagined, was that 
which Apelle* exprtffied tn his * famous /^rxv/ ; and 
tt*ichs. though the' PiSure itfelf be loft, Cicerd has 
infome Degree, preferved to us, in his [^J excellent 
iPefcriptton of jit* It was (as we karp from him) a 
fine Red, beautifully intermixed and incorporated 



t [a^ Illud video pu|;nare te, jpecies ut quaedam (it Deoruizv ; qtis- 

\ tiSiXi concreti babeat, mKil iblidi, nihil expreflli^ nihil emiijcntis i 

I fitqoe pura, levii, perjucida. Dicemut ergo idem, q^uod in Vencrc! 

Coa \ corpus ooji ef^^ fed fifnilc coiiiori : nee Hie fufus et c;iQdor4r 
niixtas rubor fanguis eftj fc^ i^uedor* fan^uinis ^miUtudo. QceraJe 
f^^tura Dnr. lib, i, 

4 • with 
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with White; aiid difFufed, in its due PrdportidnSj 
through each Part of the Body* Such arc the De- 
fcriptions of a moft beautiful Skin, in [i] feveral of 
the Rtman Poets; and fuch often is the Coloring of 
Titian^ and particularly, in his fieepihg VenuSy or 
whatever other Beauty that charming Piece was 
meant to reprefent. 

The llcafon why thcfe Colors pleafe fo much is 
hot only their natural Livelihefs, nor' the much 
greater Charms thev obtain from their being proper- 
ly blepded together, but is alfo owing in fome De- 
gree to the Idiea they carry with them of good Health 
[f J ; without which, all Beauty grows languid and 
iefs engaging ; and with which it always recovers- 
an additional Life and Luftre. 

[^J Thus Ptrgif, in the Bluih of his Latfima-, 

Acce^it vocem lacrymis Lavinia matris, 

Flagranles perfufa genas ; cui plurimus ignntt 

Subjecit rubor, Sc c^ilefafta per ora ciicurrit : 

IndUm fenguineo vcluti violavcrit oftro 
* Si quis ebur, aut mixta rubent ubi lilift multd 

Alba rosa f tales virgo ddbat ere colores. /£/>• zil; $^ 

thnd in his Narciffui ; 

Impubcfquc genas, et eburnea colla, decufque 

Oris ; &: in niveo miftum can'dore niboremw Met* lii* 42]k> 

Candor erat,qualem prsefert Latbnia tuna ; 

£t color in niveo corpoire purpureas. 
Ut juveni primum virgo dcdudla marlto 

Inficitur teneras ore rubcnte genas ! 
Ut quum contcxunt amaranthis alba puellae 

Lilla ; & autumno Candida mala rubent. Lth. ii. El, 3, lt» 
ff] Venuftas et pulchritudo corporis fecerai non poteft ^ valetndine# 
"Chtro deOffidis, lib. i. § 95. 

As 
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As to the Cplor of the face in particular, a great 
deal of Beauty is owing (befide the Cdufes I have 
already mentiqiiecj) to Variety \ that being ddigned 
by Nature for the greateft Coftcourfe of diflferent 
Colors, of ^Ay. Part in the human Body. Colors 
pleafe by OppOfition ; and it is in the Face that they 
ate the tfio^ diverAfied, 4nd the cioft oppofed. 

You would laugh oat,^ perbs^ps, if I was to telt 
you that the fame Thing which makes a fine Eve- 
ning, makes a fine F^cc (I mean as to the particur 
lar Part of Beai^ty^ I ^m nq¥f fpeaking of) ; Wid 
yet this, I believe, is very true. 

The Beauty of an Evening Sky, abotjt the Setting 
of the Sun, is owing tq the Variety of Colors that 
2xe fcattered along thp Face of the He^ven$< It is 
the fine red Clouds, intern^ia^ed with white, i(n4 
fometimes darker on^s^ with the azure Bottom ftp* 
pearing here and thefe between thepi, which makes^ 
^11 thit beautiful Compofition, that tJelights the Ey^ 
io much, and giyes fuch ^ ferene Pkafure to tho 
Heart. In the faj^ie Manner, if you confider foime 
beautiful F^e$, you may obferve, that it is xhttcb 
the fanae Variety of CoIarJi* which giyes them that 
^leafing Look i which b fo ^pt to attrzd the £ye^ 
^ni hut too aftm to ohgage the Heaa-t. For all this 
Sort of MesLutyi is refolvabfe into ^ proper Variation 
of Fl^htCoJor an4 Red, with the clear Bkrcnefe off 
the VeiftS ple^Angly intermixed about the Temples 
9ai4 t^e Goi^g off of the Cheeks^ and kt oiF by the 

Shade9 
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Shades of full Eyebrows ; and of the Hair, when it 
falls in a proper manner round the Face* 

* 

It^is for miic^ the fame Reafon, that the bcft 
Landfcape-pai niters have been generally obferved to 
chufe the autumnal Part of the Year fcrtheirPiccfes, 
rather than the Spring. They prefer the Variety of 
Shadei; and Colors^ though in their Decline, to all 
their Frelhnefs and Verdure in their Infancy ; and 
think al! the Charms and Livelinefs even of the 
Spring, more than compenfated by the Choice, Op^ 
portion, 'and Ktchnefs of Colors, that appear al^ 
moft oil every Tree in the Autumn* 

Though one's Judgment is (o apt to be guided by 
fome particular Attachments (and thatmOre perhaps 
in 'this Part of Beauty than arty other) yet I am al 
good deal perfiiaded, thit a cotflpletc brown Beauty 
is ftally preferable to a pcrfcA fair one ; the bright 
Brown giving a Luftre to all the other Colors, a 
Vivacity to the Eyes, and a Richnefs to the whold 
Look, which one feeks in vain in the whiteft and 
moft tranfparent Skins* RaplmeV^ moft charming 
Madonna is a brunette Beauty ; and his earlier Ma « 
donna's (thofe I mean of his middle Stile) are gene- 
rally of a lighter and lefs pleafing Complexion. All 
the bsft Artifts in the nobleft Age of Paintiftg, aboufi 
Lro the Tenth's Time, ufed this deeper and richer 
Kind of coloring ; and I fear one might add, that 
the glaring Lights introduced by Gfitdoy vrent a great 
Way towards the Declenfion of that Art ; as the en- 
feebling of tli€ Colors by Carh Marat (or. If you 
r pleafc 
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l^leafe, by his Followers) hath fince almpft, coin*. 
pJeted the Fall of it in Italy. 

I have but one thing more to mention, befof^ X 
quit this Head ; that I fliould chufe to compreheiKl 
fome Things under this Article of Color, which are 
not perhaps commonly meant by that Name. A* 
that appearing Softnefs or Silkmefs of feme Skins ; 
that [/] Magdalen-look fn fome fine Fa<:cs, after 
weeping ; that Brightnefs, as well as Tinty of the 
Hair ; that Luftre of Healthy that ihines forth lipoi% 
the Features ; that Luminoufnefs that appears in 
fome Eyes, and that fluid Fire, or Gliilening, in 
Others ; Some of which .are of a Nature fo much 
fuperior to the common Beauties of Colof , that they 
make it doubtful whether they ftiould not have been 
ranked under a higher Clafs 9 and rcferved for the 
Dxpreffion of the Paffions j but 1 would willinglyi 
give every thing its Due, and therefore mention 
them here ; becaufe I think even the moft doubtful, 
of them belong partly to thi$, Hea4| as well 9J& patt^ 
^y to the oth^rii 

F o R M^ takes in the Turji of ^ach Part, asweU as 
the Symmetry of the w.1m?1? B^dy, even to th<^ Tum 

[/] The Look here momt 19 moft frcqqcat^y expreft by the ftcft 
painters ia their Magdaltn^ ^ in which, if there Wi^re fto Tears pn tfan 
Face, you would fee/ by the humid Redo^fs of the Skin, that iiieha4 
^een weepin| extremely. Inhere is a very ilrong lajfbnce of this in a 
MagdaUn by Le Brun, in one of the Churches at Paris 'y and ieveral 
by Titian, h} Italy ; the very beft of igrhich is at the Barberi^ Palace 
lit Venice : Tn fpeaking of whi^h^ Rcfalha hardly went too far, f^ben 
Ihe faid, " It wept^l oyer j" or (in rti^qry Words iht Aifed) " EUe 
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of ^n Eyebrow, or the Falling of the Hair. I flioiii4 
think too, that the Attitude, while fixt, oughf to b« 
reckoned under this Article : By which 1 do not 
drily mean the Pofture of the Perfon, but the Pofitiorj 
of each Part; as the Turning of the Neck, the ex- 
tcpding of the Hand, the Placing of a Foot; and 
/o pn to the moft tmi\\iXc Particulars. 

The geheral Caufc of Beauty in the Form t>r 
Shape in both Sexes is a Proportion, or ah tJniort 
and Harmony [/?], in all Parts of the Body. 

' The diftipguiftiing Charafler of Beauty in the 
Female Form, is Delicacy and Softnefs ; and ir^ 
the Male, either apparent Strength, or Agility. 

The fineft Exemplars that can be feen for the for- 
Jner, is the F^nus o^ Medici \ and for the Two latter, 
Jhe Hercules Farnefe and t\it Apqlh Belvedere. 

There is one thing indeed in the laft of thefe Fi-r 
gures, which exceeds the Bounds of Qur prefeilt En-y 
quiry; what I have htzvi zn Italian Artift call 7/ 
Jovra umano ; and what we may call the Traiifcen-r 
dJeiit, or Celeftial [/J. 'Tif fomething diftrnflt front 

' [i\ Pulchritado corporis apta comppfitione ttiembrorum moyet oeu- 
|os j & deledat'hoc ipfo^ i{u^d inter it omne$ partes qaodam lepord 
fonfentiunt. Cicero de Off* Kb, i. § 91. 

[/] This is mentioned^ or hinted at, by feveral of the "komaii. 
VTriters: 
fiumanam fupra formam. ' ■ Phaetrut^ lib. iv. f, 13. 
foAna nifi in veras non cadit iUa Dea^ 

0%/id^ Her, Bfifi, xrin, 6S« 

' - . . all 
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9&\ human Beauty, and of a Nature greatly fuperior 
to tt ; fomethiJ^g that feems like an Air of Divinity : 
Which is expreft, or at leaft is to be traced out, in 
but very few- Works of the Artifts ; and of which 
fcarce any of the Poets have caught any Ra)r in theit 
Deicriptions (or perhaps even in their Imagination) 
except Homer and Virgil^ among the Ancients ; and 
our Shakejfearj and MiUotiy among the Moderns. 

The Beauty of the n^re human Fanii U much 
fuperior to tint of Coior^ and it may be partly for 
this Reafon, that when one is obferving the fineft 
Works of ^he Artifts at Ramd (where there is ftill 
the nobleft Colledion of any in the World) one 
feels the Mind more (truck and more charmed with 
the capital Statues^ than with the Figures of the 
^reateft Maftera. - . 



.i 



One of the old Roman Poets, in fpeaking of a very 
)ian4fome Man, who wat Candidate f&r the Frize i n 

——Hoc ggtty CjBVe^} hoc^ luerda Gnoffij; 
lUo }A2\z thdlo ) Venii» hoc, non improba^ fazo s 
Acdpiuot v^aSCua' ii«n itidigfiata: deeoros 
Niimina't— — ^5^MnrJ^ K^* V. Sylr. ». aj;*. 
In quiete > yiii ^^e» tti4 majam t^uam pro Bntil^o l^a- 
\itUf augttftiortf^e* Xk^i N1$v viii. § 6. 

Os huflMt«f(|i<eDe»fi»i^B ^ namqtie ipfa de^Of-ani- 

Csfiuritm iiatt» ^eactruTy. ha&omjuie juvontae 

Purporeuoiy & laetos oculis. alHarat honores : 

Qijala tnantta addttat dioxi deciis ; aa«i»biflavtf 

Argentum, Pariufive lapis, circumdatdr auro* Vir^* JStKu 5934 



'^r^ CiiivM^ el eqtios^ fadcftfue Deoruav 
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fomfe of the public Ginies, fays, that he was mucll 
expeSbed and much adoiired by all the SpedatOK^ 
at htsfirft Appearance} but that, whcnheflun^ 
his Robes, and difcovered the whole Beauty 6f hik 
Shape altogether, it was fo fupcrior, that it qiiitd 
[«r] extinguifh'ed the Beauties they bad before fo 
much admired in his Face, 

- - * * 

I have often felt much the fame Effc£l: in viewing 
the Vinus of Medid. If you obfervc the Face only^ 
It appears extremely beautiful 5 bwt if you confider 
all the other Elegancies ot her Make, the Beauty of . 
her Face becomei? lefs ftriking, and is almofl: loft in 
fuch a Multiplicity of Charms. -' 

Whoever would learn what makes the Beatfty of, 
each Part of the human Body, may find it laid down 
pretty much at large, by [h] Felibiin j or may ftudy 

Appellant^ dcnfique cient cava murmura Circi ^ 
Tajidem expo^atus volucri fuperagmioa falti^ . ' 
£micat ; Si torto chlamyden dii^bulat aqro i . . 
Effulfere artus^ membrorumque omois apetta.eft 
Laetitia ; infign«rc^e hMmcri^ nee pedtora nudis 
Peteriora geiiis : iatuitque in corpore Tultiuu . 

[i] In hh Sntretkm, vol. ii. p. 14— <45. The chief of wM be 
'feys there, on the Beauty of the different Parts of the Female 'Fonn 
is as follows. _^ 

That the Head ihoukl he well rouaded ; and look rather iflclixuog 
fo fmaJ] than large. 

The Forehead white, fmooth, and open (©•t with the H«r growing 
down too de^p upon it j) ndthcr flat nor promineBt, hot like thp Head, 
W^U rounded j and ra^ii^r ijnaUia Rroj^or^OA ^w largt^ 

. it 
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ft with morePleafure to himfelf, in the fineft Piftures 
and Statues ; and I am forced to have Recourfe td 

4 

The Hair, either bright, black, or brown 5 not thin, but full and 
i»^aving } and if it fails in moderate Cuirls, the better. The black is 
particularly ufeful for fetting off the Wbitenefs of the Neck and Skin. 

The ^<:j^ black, chefnut, or blue 5 clear, bright, slnd lively j and 
rather large'in Propoi-tion than fniall. 

The Myehroivsy well divided, rather full than thia 5 femicircular* 
and broader in the Middle than at the Ends j of a neat TUrn^ but not 
formal. 

The Cheeks ihould not be wide ; fliould have a Degree of Plump- 
nefs, with the Red and White finely blended together j and ihould look 
firm and foft. 

The Ear fliould be rather fmall than large j well folded, and with 
an agreeable Tinge of Red. 

'The Nofe fhould be placed fb as to divide the Face into two equal 
Parts J ihould be of a moderate Si«c, ilrait, and well-fquared j though 
fometimes a little Rifing in the Nofe> which is but juft perceivable 
may give a very graceful look to it. 

The Afoftff/» ihould be fmall 5 and the Lips not ofcqiial Thicknefs: 
They ihould be well-ttlrned, fmall rather than grofs ; foft, even to the 
Eye 5 and with a living Red in them. A truly pretty Mouth is like A 
Rofe-bud that is beginning to blow. 

The ^eetb ihould be middle-fired, white, well-ranged, and evei^ 

The Chin, of a moderate Size j white, foft,and agreeably rounded. 

The Neck ihould be white, flrait, and of a foft, eaiy, and flexible 
Make, rather long than ibort j lefs above, and encrcafing gently to^ 
ward the Shoulder* : The Whitenefs and Delicay of its Skin ihould bd 
continued, or rather go on improving, to the Bofoni. 

The Skin in general ihould be white, properly tinged with Red • 
with an apparent Softnefs, and a Look of thriving ftfealth in it. 

The Shoulders ihotild be white, gently fpread, arid with a mucH 
fofter Appearance of Strength, thanin thofe of Men. 

The Arm ihould be white, round, firm, and foft 5 and more particu- 
larly fo from the Elbow to tHe Hands, 

The Hand ihould unite infenfibly with the Arm ; juil as it does in 
the Statue of the Venus of Medici. They ihould be long and delicate^ 
and eventhe Joints and nervous Pjirts of them ihould be without citjiet 
any Hardnefs or Drjncfs, 

Vol, !• C thctrt 
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them fa often, becaufe in Life we commonly fee but 
a fmall Part of the human Body ; moft of it being 
either difguifed, or altered, by what wo call Drefs. 

t vras acquainted, for fome Years, with a Lady 
•Who has as pretty a made Head and Neck as can be 
conceived ; and never knew any thing of the Mat- 
ter,* till I happened one Morning to catch hep at her 
Toilet, before fee had deformed herfelf by putting 
on her HeadcIoaths« 

If that beautiful round Oak, with fo fine and ftrait 
& Body, had a Tent, or Hoping Building, coming 
. down from the Top of its Trunk to the Ground, all 
round it# and Two or Three Sheets flung over the 
greateft Pait of its Head^ we ihould fcarce be able 
to know whether it was a beautiful Tree or not : 
And fuch is the circling Hoop that the Women 
wear in fome Countries ; and the vaft Wad of Linen 
that they carry upon their Head in others* 

The Fingeri ihouU be fine, long, found, and foft j fmall, and lef- 
fening towards the Tips of them : And the Nails long, rounded at the 
£nd8, and pellucid. 

The Bofom fliould be white and charming ; and the Breafts equal in 
Roundnefs, Whitenefs, and Firmnefs j neither too much elevated, nor 
too much depreffed i rifing gently, and very diftinfUy feparated ; la 
one Word, j uft like thofc of the f^ehus of Medid. / 

The Sides ihould be long, and the Hips wider than the Shoulders ; 
and ihould turn off as they do in the fame Pctius , and go down round-* 
ing, and leffening gradually to the Knee. 

. The Knee ihould be even, and well-rounded : the Lsgs ilrait, but 
varied by a proper Rounding of the more fieiby Part of xhicm i and the 
Fm f&ady turned^ white, aod Uttle« 

The 
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The old Heathens ufed to cover the fincft Statueg 
of their Gbds all over with long Robes on their great- 
eft Feftivals : What a Figure wou^d the Venus of 
Medici^ or the ApoUo Btlvedere^ make, in fuch ^ 
Drefs 1 

I do not) to this Day« know» whether the famous 
Lady of Loretto be well or ill fhaped ; for, thpugh f 
have feen her fevcral times, I have never iSsen her 
without a fort of Hoop* petticoat, very much ftiiFen^ 
ed with Pearjs and Jewels, and reaching all dowj^i 
her Body; quite from her Neck> toJierFeet* Queen 
Elizabftb might have been well-fliaped to as Jittip 
Purpofe, or ilUfhaped with a$ much Security^ in the 
vaft Fardingal and pufFt Robes, that we generally fee 
her fwell'd out with, in her Pi£lures. 

And we do not only thus, in a great Meafurc, 
hide Beauty^ but even injure, and kill it, by fome 
Parts of Drefs. A Child is no fooner born into 
the World, than it is bound up, almoft as firmly as 
an old Egyptian Mummy, in feveral Folds of Linen. 
It is in vain for him to give aU the 5ign5 of Diftfefs 
that Nature has put in his Rower^ to ftiew how- 
much he fuffers whjjft they ai« thus imprifoning Ki^ 
Limbs ; or all the Signs of Joy, every Time they 
are fet at Liberty. In a few Minutes, the old 
Witch, who prefides over his infirmeftDays, f^ljs to 
tpmufnting him afrcfti, and winds him up agaiij in 
his deftined Confinement. When he comes tp b^ 
dreft like a Mai^ he has Ligatures applied to his 

C 2 Arms, 
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Arms, Legs, and Middle, in (hort, all over him j 
to prevent the natural Circulation of his Blood, and 
make him lefs aftive and healtjiy ; and if it be. a 
Child of the tenderer Sex, ftie muft be bound yet 
more ftreightly about the Waift and Stomach ? to 
acquire a Difproportion, that Nature pever meant^ 
in her Shape. I have heard a very nice Critic in 
Beauty fay, that he v^ras never well acquainted with 
iariy Woman iii Bnglandy that was not, in fome 
Degree, crooked j and I have often heard another 
Gentleman, that has been much in Africa^ and in 
the Indies y aflert, that he never faw any black Wo- 
man that was crooked. The Reafon, no Doubt, 
is, they keep to Nature 5 whereas our Ladies choofe 
to be fhaped by the Staymaker. 



THE Two other conftituent Parts of Beauty, 
are, Expreffion and Grace : The former of which, 
is common to all Perfons and Faces j and the latter, 
is to be met with but in very few. 



BY Expreffiort, I mean the Expreflion of the 
t'affions ; tbfe Turns arid Changes of the Mind, (b 
Jar as they are made vifible to the Eye, by our Looks 
or Geftui'es. 

Though the Mind appears principally in the Face, 
and Attitudes of the Head ; yet every Part almoft 
of the human Body, on fome Occafion or other, may 
ke€9in« f xprefllyet Thus the laaguiihing Hanging 

©f 
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of the Arm, or the vehement Exertion of it ; the 
Pain expreflfed by the Fingers of one of the Sons in 
the famous Group of Laocoon^ and in the Toes of 
the dying Gladiator. But this again is often loft 
among us by our Drefs ; and indeed is of the lefs 
Concern, bec^ufe the Expreflion of the Paffions 
pailes chiefly in the Face, which we (bv good Luck) 
have not as yet concealed. 

The Parts of the Face in which the Paffions moft 
frequently make their Appearance, are the Eyes, and 
Mouth ; but from the Eyes, they difFuft themfelves 
(very ftrongly) about the Eyebrows ; as, in the 
other Cafe, they appear often in the Parts all round 
the Mouth. 

Philofophers may difpute, as much as they pleafe, 
about the feat of the Soul ; but, wher^-ever it re- 
iides, I am fure that it fpeaks in the Eyes. 

I do not know, whether I have not injured the 
Eyebrows, in making them only Dependants on the 
Eye ; for they, efpecially in lively Faces, have, as 
it were, a Language of their own ; and are ex- 
tremely varied, according to the diflFerent Senti- 
ments and Paffions of the Mind, 

I have fometimes obferved a Degree of Difplea-- 
fure in a Lady's Eyebrow, when fhe had Addrcfs 
enough not to let it appear in hv Eyes 5 and at 
otherTimes haVe dlfcovered fp much ofher Thoughts, 
i^ the Line juft above her Eyebrows^ that (he has 

C 3 been 
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been attiazed how any body could fell what paflcd 
in her Mind, and as (he thought itiidifcovered by her 
Face, fo particularly and diftindly. 

.Homer inakes the Eyebrows the Scat of [/] Ma- 
jcfty, Virgil of [fl Dejefikion, Horace of [/] Mo^ 
deftyt ^^ Juvermi of [m] Pride ^ and I queftion 
whether every one of the jPaffions is not affigned, 
by one or other of the Poets to the fame Part. 

If yott wbuld rather have Authorities f rem th« 
Waiters of honeft Profe, Le Brun (who publifhed A 
very pretty Treatife, to (hew how the Paffions afFeil 
the Face and Features) fays, that the principal Seat 
of them is in the Eyebrows, and old Pliny had faid 

IV. «r, $lit 

Jt was from this Paffage that PbUias borrou'cd all the Ideas of that 

Majefty which he had expreffed fo ftrongly in his famous Statues of 

the Jupiter O/ymj^us j and Horace, probably, hls-»-^Cun£la fupercilio 

iftt)tentis. l.f^; Hi. <?<f. i. 9.. 

[y] Frons Ixta paninl^ $t d^edo Imniha voittf. 

£2] Deme fuperciiio nubem ; pletlimqtie modeilus 

OctUpdf obftrtlft fjitcif^itt. ffdrau lib. i. £pife. i%, ^^4 

[m\ Malo Venufiiiafli^ quart te, Cot'Dfelia^ fnatei- 
Cracchorum \ fi cum magnis virtutibus afters 
Grande fupercilium, et nvmeras in dote triumphos. 

JuvenaJ. $at. vi. 168,, 
n is htt^ tkai the fta^ioks vfed the Wdr^ fitfenHiofia (as ^ io 
Imii it the yfotiftfp&dHutsJ for proud ted txto|aht Fetfojii*. 

much 
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fnuch the fame Thing [«J, fo many Hundred Years 
before him. 

Hitherto I have fpoken only of the PaiHons in 
general : We will now confider a little, if you pleafe, 
which of them add to Beauty ; and which of them 
take from it. 

I believe we may fay, in general, that all the ttn^ 
der and kind PaiHons add to Beauty; and all the 
cruel and unkind ones, add to Deformity : And it 
is on this Account that Good -Nature may, very 
juftly, be faid to be ^' the bed Feature even In the 
>« fineft Face." 

Mr. Pffpe has included the principal PaiEon of 
each Sort, in Two very pretty Lines : 

Love^ Htfpe^ and Jcy^ fair Pbafuri i fmiUng Train ; 
HaUy Feary and Grief y the Family of Paifip 

The fonher of which, naturally give an additional 
Luftre and Enlivening to a Beauty ; as the latter arc 
too apt to f}ing a Gloom and Cloud over it. 

Yet in theft, and all tbt other Paffions, I do not 
Icnow whether Moderation snay not be, in a great 

\n\ Fronfe triftitiae, kilantstif, €i«B»entiie> ieveritatis index: m 
l^enCa ejus fii]>erdlia, U psriter^ tc alterne mobilia \ ie in iis, pars 
animi* £His] <iegamu8| annuimus. Hcc maxioie UdiCant faihim. 
Superbia' alicubi conceptaculum, fed iixc fedem faabet : in corde ntfci- 
W\ lucfnMt; fakprndet. PHh. Nat. Hifi^ Rk, %Uta^. 37. 

C4 . mcafure. 
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ipeaTure, the Rule of their Beauty ; almoft as far 3$ 
Moderation in Actions is the Rule of Virtue. 

Thus an exceffive Joy may be too boifterous in 
the Face to be pleafing ; ani a Degree of Grief, in 
fome Faces, and on fome Occadons, may be ex- 
tremely beautiful. 

Some Degrees of Anger, Shame, Surprize, Fear, 
and Concern, are beautiful -, but all Excefs is hurU 
ful, and all Excefs ugly- 

Dulnefs, Aufterity, Impudence, Pride, AfFefta* 
tion. Malice, and Envy, are, I believe, always ugly. 

The fineft Union of Paffions, that I have ever ob- 
ferved in any Face, confifted of a jufl Mixture of 
Modefty, Seniibility, and Sweetnefs ; each of which 
when taken fingly, is very pleafmg ; but when they 
are all blended together, in fuch a Manner as either 
to enliven or correct each other, they give almoft as 
much Attraflion, as the Paffions are capable <^ ad^t 
ding to a very pretty Face. 

The prevailing Paffion in the Fenus of Medici is 
Modefty : It is expreft by each of her Hands, in 
her Looks, and in the Turn of her Head. And 
by the way, I queftion whether one of the chief 
Reafons, why Side-faces pleafe one more than Full 
ones, may not be from the former having more of 
the Air of Modefly than the latter. However that 
be, this is certain, that the beft Artifts ufually chu^ 

- ' ^9 
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%o give a Side-face, rather than a Full one j in which 
Attitude, the Turn of the Neck too has more Beau* 
ty, and the Paifions more Aftivity and Force, Thus, 
as to Hatred and AfFec&ion in particular, the Look 
that was formerly fuppofed to carry an Infeftion with 
it from malignant Eyes, was a flanting Regard; like 
that which Milton gives to Satan [«], when he is 
viewing the Happincfs of our firft Parents in Paradife 5 
and the Fafcination, or Stroke of Love, 15 moft ufu- 
ajly, I believe, conveyed, a^ firft, in a Side-glance, 

It is owing to the great Fqrce of Pleafingnefs, 
l^hich attends all the kinder Paffions ; '' That Lo* 
vers do not only feem, but are really, more beautiful 
to each other, than they are to the reft of the World j" 
tecaufe, when they are together, the moft pleafing 
paffions are more frequently exerted in each of their 
Faces, than they are in either before the reft of the 
World. There is then (as a certain French Writer 
very well exprefles it) *' A Soul upon their Counte- 
nances,'' which does not appear when they are abfent 
from each other; or even when they are together 
converfmg with other Perfons, that are indifferent to 
fhem, or rather lay a Reftraint upon their Features. 

I dare fay you begin to fee the Preference, that 
the Beauty of the Paffions has over the Two Parts of 
Beauty firft-mentioned ; and if any one was not 
thoroughly convinced of it, I fliould beg him to coh-» 

[0] — - Afidethe Devil turn'd 

- ^or Envy j yet, with jealous Leer malign,. 

]EyM them afkance. » < 1 > ' Paradife J^ojf^ Book iVi 504* 

fifJer 
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fider a little the following Particulars; of which 
every body muft have met with feveral Inftances, 
in their Life- time. 

That there is a great deal of DifFerence in the 
fame Face, according as the Perfon is in a better 
or worfe Humour, or in a greater ot lefs Degree of 
Livelinefs. 

That the beft Complexion, the fineft Features, 
and the exafteft Shape, without any thing of the 
Mind exprefled on the Face, is as infipid and un- 
moving, as the waxen Figure of the fine Duc'hefs 
o{ Richmond in Wejiminfler^ Abbey , 

That a Face without any good Features in it and 
With a very indifferent Complexion, fhall have a 
very taking Air; from the Senfibility of the Eyes, 
the general good-humoured Turn of the Look, and 
perhaps a little agreeable Smile about the Mouth, 
And thefe Three Things, I believe, would go a 
great way toward accounting. for the Je ne fgai quoi 
or that inexplicable Plealingnefs of the Face (as they 
choofe to call it) which is fo often talked of, and 
fo little underftcjod; as the greater Part, and per- 
haps all the reft of it, would fall under the laft 
Article, that of Grace^ 

I once knew a very fine Woman, who was ad* 
mired by every body that faw her, and fcarce loved 
by any body. This InefieAualnefs of all her Beau- 
ties was occafioned by a Want of tht pleafing Paffi-r 

ons 
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•n$ in hej" Face, and an Appearance of thedifplealing 
Ones ; particularly, thofe of Pride and Ill-nature. 
Nero^ of old, feems [p] to have had this unpleafing 
Sdrt of Haftdfomenefs, and probably from much 
the fame Catrie : the Goodnefs of his Features be- 
ing overlaid by the Uglin^fs of t:he Paffiom that 
Appeared on his Face. 

The fineft Eyes in the World, with an Excefs 
6f Malice or Rage in them, will grow as ibock^ 
Ing as they are, in that fine Face of Medufa^ on the 
famous Seal in the Strozzi, Family at Rome. 

Thus you fee, that the Paflions can give Beautyj 
without the Afliftance of Color or Form ^ and take 
\s away, Wher6 they have united the moft ftrongly 
to give it; And it was this that made me aflert, at 
Jifft, that this Part of Beauty was fo extremely 
fupcriof to the other Two. 

This, by the way, may help us to account for 
the Juftnefs of what Pliny aflerts in fpeaking of the 
famous Statue of Laocoon^ and his Two Sons : He 
lays, tt was the iineft Piece of Art in Rome ; an4 
[q] to be preferred to all the other Statues and Pic- 
tures, of which they had fo noble a CoUeSion in hisi 

\f] SuetdfihtSy iti hr$ Life «f that Enipftror, fay$, ** That h« had \ 
^ Look whkh ini|ht rather be cdlkd handfome th?^ pleafiug:*' 
Vi^tu, pulchn) magis njaam venufto. Cap. li. 

{^] Siciit in Laocoonte, qu^.eft in Titi Imperatoiis doilio} optt\ 
omnibus et piflurs et ftaturias artis |)rief<srea<lumi JPi^» Nat, U^^ 
lif^ tfxiu cap. 5, 

Time. 
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.Time. It had no Beauties of Color, to vie with thu 
Paintings j and other Statues there ( as the Jpolla 
Belvedere^ and the Venus of Medici^ in particular) 
were as finely proportioned as the Laocoon : But this 
had much greater Variety of Expreflion, evcr> 
than thofe fine ones ; and it muft be on that account 
alone that it could have been preferable to them, ^n4 
?ill the reft. 

Before I quit this Head, I would juft remind you 
of Two Things that I have mentioned before : That 
the chief Rule of the Beauty of the PafHons, is Mo* 
deration ; and that the Part in v/hich they appear 
mpft ftrongly, is the Eyes. It is there that Love 
holds all his tepdereft Language :' It is there that 
Virtue commands, Modefty charms, Joy enlivens, 
Sorrow engages, and Inclination fires the Hearts of 
the Beholders : It is there that even Fear, and An- 
ger and ConfufioH, can be charming. But all 
thefe, to be charming, muft be kept within their due 
Bounds and Limits 5 for too fullen an Appearance 
of Virtue, a violent and proftitute Swell of Paflion, 
a ruftic and overwhelming Modefty, a deep Sad- 
nefs, or too v/ild and impetuous a Joy, become al^ 
'eithef oppreilive or difagreeable, 

The laft firlifliing and nobleft Part of Beauty is 
Grace ; which every body is accuftomed to fpeak of 
as a Thing [r] inexplicable ; and, in a great Mea- 

[r] Decorum quoddam arcanum, atqtie felicitas ; cujus effedluiniA 
aiuitis Tidemus quotidie f caufam vero redere nemo poteft, Erafmu\ 
fn his Pbilodoxus* 
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fure, I believe, it is fo. We know that the Soul is, 
but we fcarce know what it is ;' every Judge 6f 
Beauty can point out Grace ^ but no one that f 
know of has ever yet fixt upon a Definition for it. 

Grace often depends on fome very little Incidents 
in a fine Face ; and in Aftions, it confifts more in 
the Manner of doing Things, than in the Things 
themfelves. It is perpetually varying its Appearan- 
ces, and is therefore much more difficult to be con- 
fidered, than in any thing fixt and fleady. While you 
look upon one, it fteals from under the Eye of the 
Obferver; and is fucceeded perhaps by another, 
that flits away as foon, and as imperceptibly. 

It is oh this Account that Grace is better to be 
ftudied in Corregi6*s^ Guide's^ and Raphaels Piftures 
than in real Life. Thus, for Inflance, if I wanted 
to difcover what it is that makes Anger graceful, in 
la Sett of Features full of the greatcfl Sweetnefs ; I 
ihould rather endeavour to find it out in Guido's St. 
Mtchaelj than in Mrs. P**/'j Face, if that ever 
had any Anger in it j becaufe, in the piftured An-* 
gel, one has full Leifure to confider it ; but, in the 
living one, it would be too tranficnt and changeable 
to be the Subjeft of any fleady Obfervation. 

Horace thought it h far from being explicable, that he does not eres 
venture to give it any Namp, in fome very pretty Lines of his on this 
Subject. 

Qjio fugit Venus, heu ? quove Color ? D^ens 

Quo motus ? Quid habcs illius, il/ius. 
S^ua fpirabat amores, 

^ff mc furpuerat mihi ?— Lib. Od. 13. 20. 

Byt 
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But though one cannot punftually fay what 
Grsice 15, we may p6int out the Par£« and Things 
in which it is moil ^pt to appear. 

The chief Dwelling-place of Grace is about the 
Mouth 5 though, at Times, it may vifit every Limb 
or Part of the Body. But the Mouth is the chief 
Seat of Grace [j] ; as much as the chief Seat fof 
the Beauty of the Paffions is in the Eyes. 

In a very graceful Face, by which I do not fo 
much mean a majeftic^ as a foft and pleafing one, 
there is novz-and-then (for no Part of Beauty is ei- 
ther fo engaging, or fo uncommon) a certain Delici- 
oufnf fs that almoft always lives about the Mouth, in 
fomething not quite enough to be called a Smile, bu( 
rather an Approach toward one j which varies gently 
about the different Lines th^re, like a little fluttering 
Cupid 'y and, perhaps, fometimes difcovers a little 
Dimple, that after juft lightening upon youxlifap^ 
pears, and appears again by Fits. This I take to 
be ohe of the moft pleafing Sorts of Graoe of any \ 
but you will underftand what I mean by your owa 
Memory, better than by any Expreflions J couI4 
poffibly ufe to defcribe it. 

The Grace of Attitudes may belong to the Pofi- 
tion of each Part, as well as to the Carriage or Dif^ 

f j] Thus when the French ufe the £xpre0ion ^fune baucbefort ffra* 
t'leuje, they njcan it properly of Grace; but when they fay, desyeux 
inngracievXf it then falls to the Share of the PaifioDs; aod it means 
jciiid or favourable. 

pofition 
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pofition of the whole Body j but how much more it 
belongs to the Head, than to any other Part, may 
be fecn *m the Pieces of the moft celebrated Painters j 
and particularly in thofe of Guiib ; who has been 
rather too lavifli in beftowing this Beauty on almoft 
pll his fine Women, whereas Nature has given it 
in fo high a Degree but ^o very few. 

The Turns of the Neck are extremely capable of 
Grace ; and are very eafy to be obierved, and very 
difficult to be accounted for. 

How much of this Grace may belong to the Arms 
and Feet, as well as to the Neck and Head, may be 
{ccn in dancing ; but it is not only in genteel Mo- 
tions, that a very pretty Woman will be graceful ; 
and Ovid (who was fo great a Matter in ^1 the Parts 
of Beauty) had very good Reafon for faying [/], 
That when Venus^ to pleafe her Gallant, imitated 
the hobbling Gait of her Hulband, her y^ry Lame- 
nefs had a great deal of Prettinefs and Grace in it. 

^* Every [a] Motion of a graceful Woman (fays 
another Writer of the fame Age) is full of Grace." 



[f] Nee Venus orajiti (neque enim Pea molUor tillaeft) 

Ruftica Gradivo dtfficilifve fuit ; 
Ah quoties lafciva pedes rififfe mariti 

Dicitur, ic duras arte vel igne maaus ! 
Marte palam, fimulat VulcaAum : imitata dectbat ; 

Ovid* dt Artf Anaadi, a. 570* 
[«] lUam^ quicquid a^it, qooquo veftigia vertit, 
Cosiponit fuitiai fu^fequiturque decor. 

TMlui, Hb. iv. £1. 2. 8. 

She 
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She defigns nothing by it perhaps, and may even hot 
be fcnfible of it herfelf ; and indeed fhe ihould hot 
be fo too much ; for the Moment that any Gefturc 
or Action appears to be aireiSled, it ceafes to be 
graceful* 

Horace [jf ] ahd Virgil feem to extend Grace fo far^ 
2s to the Flowing of the Hair ; and [^] Tihullusy 
even to the Drefs of his Miftrefs; but then he affigns 
It nfiore to her Manner of putting on, and appear- 
ing in whatever (he wears, than to the Drefs itfelf; 
It is true, there is another wicked Poet, who has 
faid (with much lefs Decency) *' that Drefs is the 
** better [z] Half of the Woman. " 

There are Two very diftinfl: (andj as it were, op- 
pofite) Sorts of Grace ^ the Majeftic, and the Fa- 

[jf] Crine decorum. Horace, lib. i. Od. 32. 12. 

Intonfofque agitaret Apollinis aura capillos. id, Epod* 15. 9. 
Ipfe jugis Cynthi graditur j mollique Huentem 
Fronde premlt crinem fingens, atque implicat auro : 
Tela fonant humerls. Haud illo fegnior ibat. 
^neas ; tantum egregio dccus caitet ore. Vtrgih ^n* iv. 1 56; 

And again of the Tame : 
Os humerofque Deo (imilis : namque ipfe decorum 
Cxfariem nato genitrixy lumenque juvente 
Parpureum, & lartos ocuUs affiarat honores. ^n, i. 591. 

[j^] Seu folvit crines, fufis decet effe capillis \ 

Scu ccmfit, comtis eft veneranda comis : 
Urit, feu Tyria voluit procedere palla ; 

Urit, feu nivea Candida vefte venit : 
Talis in aeterno felix Vertumnus Olympo 

Mille habet ornatus^ xnille decsntler habet. 

TtbulhiSy lib. iv, Bl.' 1. 14.' 
f ^j ^. ^''" minima eft ip(a puelJa fui, Ovid* 

miliary 
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miliar i I fhould have called the Uttipr by the Name 
of Pleafingj had not I been afraid, of ,a Taut!oI<^ ; 
for Grace ii Pleafingnefs icfelf : The former belongl 
chiefly to the very fine Women ; arid the latter^ to 
the very pretty •ofles ; That is more commanding 
and This the more delightful arid engaging; The 
Grman Painters and Sculptors ufed to exprefs th$ 
former moft ftphgly in the Looks and Attitudes of 
their Minerva's ; and the latter, in thofe of VennL 

Xenophoriy in his Choice of HircuUs (or, at leaft^ 
the excellent Tranflator of that Piece) has riiade 
juft the fame Diftin£tion in the Pel'fonages of Wif~ 
*'dom and Pleafure ; the former of which he dcfcribcs 
is moving on to that young Hero, with the majeftic 
Sort of Grace ; and the latter, with the familiar. 

Cracefiily yet each <With different Grace tBe^ mc*»e; 
T his Jirikii^ /acred A*wei ihatfofier luiimiHg Lovei 

The ftrongeft Examples of each kind that I ever 
temember to have feen, was Lady S * * *, for the 
majeftic Sort of Grace ; Lady R * * *, for the 
familiar; and Mrs, 5***, for each, at different 
Times 5 and fometimes for both of them united ancf 
ilended together. 

But riot to have you imagine, th'a? I airi inclmoi 
to confine this Part of Beauty only to I'l^rfons of 
Quality and DiftinAion ; I iball juft add, that We 

meet it^ not unfrcqnently, even on th« Siage; and 

» 

[d^ Cb'c^f of Utrcuki, ftan* iii* 

Vol. 1. D particu-% 
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particularly, in that Sort of Dances which. art 
meant to cxprefs Charadters and PaiSons ; and in 
tirliich you may eafily recolleft how much Comargt 
excelled, for the nobler Sort of Grace j and Fojfan^ 
ine^ for die more tdnder and pathtrifc. 

There is no Poet I have ever read, who tcerfis to 
sttit to undcrftand this Part of Beauty fo well as our 
own Milton. He fpeaks of thefe Two Sorts of Grace 
very diftindHy; and gives the Majeftjc [i] to his 
Adam^ and both the Familiar and Majeftic to Eves 
but the latter in a lefs Degree than thte former: in 

[^] Two of far nobler Shape, crcfl and'taft. 
Godlike txt€t, with native Hoaout clad. 
In naked Majefty, feem'd Lords of ail ; 
And worthy fccm'd. For in their Looks divine 
The Image of their glorious Maker Ihone : 
Truth, Wifdom, San^itude fevcre and pure j ' 
Severe^ but in true filial Freedont placed ; 
Whence true Authority in Men : Though both 
Not e^ual, as their Sex not equal, feem^d. 
For Contemplation he, and Valour, formMj 
T<or Softneis ihe, »nd ^weet attra£l:ive Grace. 

•Milton*s Fictrdd. L^fi, B. iv. a^S. 
'T efpyMthee, fair indeed arid tall, 
Under a Plantain y yet methought Icfs fair, 
Lefs winning foft, lefs amiably mild, 
* Than that (biooth watry Image. ■ 

[Eve, of Aiam and herfclf.) Ih, ytt, 480. 
Her Heav'nly Form 



AjigeUc, but morie foft »hd feminine ; 
Her graceful Innocence ; her evVy Air 

Of Gefture, or Icaft Aftion. '- B, it. 46^. 

Grace was in all iier Steps ; Heaven in her Eye ; 

In ev*ry Geftnre, Dignity and Lore. B. VHi. ^S?* 

Speaking, or mute, all Comelinefs and Grace 

Attends thee} and etch Word, each Motion, forms. JL 223. 

^Oing 
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^oing which he might either be led by his own ex- 
i^ellent Judgment, or poiEbly might have an Eye to 
what is faid by [c] CicefOy in fpeaking on this Sub- 
jea. . 

Though Grace is fo difficult to be accounted for 
in general; yet I have obferv'd Two particular 
Things, which (I think) hold unlverfally in relation 
to it. 

ThcFirft is : ^* That there is no Grace, without 
** Motion ;'* by which I mean, without feme gen- 
teel or pleading Moti6n, either of the whole Body, or 
of jome Limb, or, at leaft, of fome Feature, And 
it may be hence, that Lord Bacon (and, perhaps, 
Horace [d]) call Grace; by the Name of decent 
Motion ', juft as if they were equivalent Terms. 

Virgil in ont Place points out the Majefty ofjuno^ 
and in another thegracefuJ Air of Apollo [^], by only 

It Is obrervable, that in each of the Three laft Paflages, Mihon feems 
to have had thofe Lilies of TihuIIus in his Thoughts : 

niam, qi!ic«[UKlagit^ ^uoquovefUgia vertity 
Componit furtem ftibfequiturque decor. 

[r] Venuftateixi-, muliebrem ducere debemas 3 dignitatem^ virilem* 
Cicero de Offic, lib, i. 130. 

' Id] In Beauty, that of Favour is more than that of Colour j and 
that of gracious and decent Motion^ more than that of Fsvour* Lord 
Bacon's Works, vol. iii. p. 36a.. 

Quo fu git Venus, heul qupve color? Decens 

Quo motus ? — (For fo, I think, this Paffage ihould be read ; 
becaufc the Epithet of graceful, cannot belong' to Cdlpr) ■ " ■■ ■ 
Morace, lib. iv. Od. xiii; 18. 

[f ] Aft ego, quae divum incedo regina .■> Mn» u 46. ' 

Ipfe i ugis Cynthi graditur. ■ ■ Mn* vr* 147* « 

D 2 iayint^ 
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faying, that they move ^ and poffibly ht mean^ n^ 
i&ore, when he malces ' the Motion of Venus [/} 
the principal Thing, by v/Uich ^heas difcovers her 
under all her Difguife 5 though the Comment|it6rs, 
as ufual, would fain find but a niore dark and myf- 
XqrixHis Meaning for it^r 

All the beft Statues are reptcfented as in fonfe 
Aftion or Motion ; and the moft graceful Statue 
in the World (the Jpolh Belvedere) is fo much fo, 
that whpn one faces it it a Kttle Diftance^ one is 
almoft apt to imagine^ that he isr aflLuaily going tt> 
tepve on toward you. . 

s 

All graceful Heads,: even in the Portraife of the 
heft Paintersy sfre in Motion j and very ftfongly iii 
thofe of Guid9 in partictilar ; which, as you may re- 
iiiember, are all cither cafting their Looks up toward 
Heaven, or down toward the Ground^ or fide-way, 
as retrardi^ fbme Objefb. A Head that is quit^ un^ 
i'fiive, and flung flat upon- the Canvas (like the 
f'aces oil Medals after the Fall of the Romdn Em- 
pire, or the Gothic He»ds before the Revival of the 
Arts) will be fo far from having any Grace, that it 
will not even have any Life in it. 

The Second Obfervation \s : « That ther^ c^ bd 
« no Grace, with Impropriety j:^'or, in other Words, 

* 

f /} pUh) ik itertens rofea ccrrice rcftflfit j 
Afflbrofiaeque comae divinuxh vertice odorem 
Spihivetc« pedes veftit deflukit ad imos $ 
UK «eni iactflii patttit Dm« • Ille ubi matieoi 

that 
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4^at nothing can be graceful, tha^ is not adapted tp 
the Chambers of the Pexfon. 

The Graces of a little livdy IJeaufy would be- 
icome ungraceful in a •Ghartfter of Majefly 5 as the 
jhajeftic Airs of an Empjre^ iyoi4d quite diefboy the 
Prettinefs of the former. The Viracity that adds a 
Grace to Beauty in Youth, would give an additional 
Jpeformity to old Age; and the very fame Airs, 
which would be charming on fome Occafions, may 
be quite fhocking wbep e^epiely mif-timed, or 
<cx^emely mif-placed. 

The i^fcpa^ble Uni^ of Prc^iety and Grace 
feems to have been the general Senfe of Mankinds 
as we may guefs from the [g] Languages of feverai 
Nations ; in which fome Words that anfwer to our 
Proper or Becoming, arc jaftii indijEereptly fo.r 
Seautiful or Graceful 

And y^ I cannot think (as fome fcem incUacd t^ 
do) that Grace confifts entirely in Propriety ; be^ 
caufe Propriety is a Thing eafy enough to be underf- 
^ood, and Grace (after all we ;can Uy about it) very 
difficult. Propriety therefore and Gra»ce are no more 
pne and the fame Thing, than Grace and Motion 
are : 'Tis true, it cannot fubfifl without eitl^er ; but 
then there feems to be fomething elfe, what I qannot 
explain, and what I do not know that ever aoy body . 
has explained, that goes to the Cpmpofition ;^ and. 

[^] Thus, among the Greeks, the Wpr^s Tl^ire? aAd KarNo*, an4 
among the Rontam, Pulcbmtn and Dece^s^ tut Decorum, are ufed in- 
differently fur •ne another. 

D 3 which 
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which poiEbly may give its greatcft Force and Plea- 
fingnefs. 

Whatever arc the Caufes of it, thi$ is certain, 
that Grace is the ghief of all t^e conftituent Part* 
of Beauty ; and fo much fo, that it feems to l^e the 
only one which is abfolutely and univerfally ad- 
mired : All the reft are only relative. Qne Ukes a 
brunette Beauty better than a fair one ; I may love 
a little Woman, and you a large one, beft ; a ^er- 
fon of a mild Temper will be fond of the gentler 
Paflions in {he Face, and one of a bolder Caft 
may choofe to have more Vivacity and more vigor- 
ous Paflions exprefled there : But Grace is found in 

few, and is pleafmg to all. 

... , 'i . / 

Grace, like Poetry, muft be born with a Perfon ; 
and is never, wholly, to be acquired by Art. ' ' 

The moft celebrated of all the ancient Painters, 
was Jpelles ; and the moft celebrated of all the Mo- 
de rn,-R^pA^f/ : And it is remarkable, that the diftin- 
guifliing Charafter of each of them was Grace. In- 
deed, that alone could have given them fo high a 
Pre-eminence over all their other Competitors. 

Grace has nothing to do with the loweft Part of 
Beauty, or Color ; Very little with Shap^, and very 
much with the Paflions"; for it h (he who gives their 
Kisheft Zeft, and the moft delicious Part of their 
Pleafingnefs to the Expreffions of each of them. 



All 




Q N B E A U T Y. 39 

All the other Parts of Beauty are pleafing in fome 
Degree, butXrrace is Pleafingnefs itfelf ; and the old 
Romans in general feem to have had this Notion of 
it; as may be inferred from the original Import 
[A] of the Naqies which they ufed for this l^art of 
Beauty. 

The Greeh^ as well as the Romans^ muft have 
been of this Opinion ; when, in fettling their My- 
thology, they made the Graces the conftant Atten- 
dants of V^nus.^ or. the Caufe of Love ; and, in Fad, 
there is nothing caufes Love fo generally, and fo ir- 
refiftibly, as Qrace;. 'Tis like the Cejius of the 
fame Goddefs, which wa^ Aippofed to comprehend [/] 

[hi Gratia^ froni gratusy or pleafiog y and dtco^, from decent^' or 
i>ecomtng,. -» ' 

Msf^a^flt^A ^ ga'fj7ee loi f9,«x76t7o x«\irf. Horn, 11,^.11^ 

She fald 5 with Awe divine, the Queen of Love 
ObcyM the Sifter and the Wife of Jove : 
And from her fragrant Brcaft the Zone unbrac'd. 
With various Skill and high Embroidery gracM* 
In this was ev'ry Art, and ev'ry Charm, 
To win the wifeft, and the coldeft warm J 
Fond Love, the gentle Vow, the gay Defirfc, 
Tlie kind Deceit, the ftill reviving Fire. 

D 4 every 
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<fecrjr thing that was winning and engaging in it ; 
and befidc all, to oblije the Heart to Love, by a 
iecret and inexplicaVle Force, like that of ibme ma- 
jjc Charm, 

As Crito paufcd here, both Mi?*Esius and 
TiMANTHES thanked him for his Account of a 
Thing, which they had never heard fo far accounted 
fo^ before ^ and the latter added, that in his Divi- 
fiojji of the Parts which cpnftitute Beajity, he, at 
fir^, thought him guilty of an OmiiSpn, in not ad- 
ding g Fifth, that of Motion. Cjslitq faid, that 

FerAiafivc Speech^ ^nd more perfaaiive Sighs^^ 
SUence that {poke, and £lo<]uence of Byes, 
This on hec Hand the Cyprian Goddefs laid ^ 
Take this, and with it all thy Wifii, Jhe iaid : 
• With Smiles ihe took the Charm } and fmilUig preil 
The powerful Cejfus to her fnowy breaft. Poj>e, IL xir. 2 5$. 
Za Mottes imitation of the fame PaiTage fs extremely goo^ 
too ; though he adds a Trench Ffouriih at the End of it. 
Ce tilTu, le'fiffiBble Sc la caufe a la fois 
Pu pouvoir de V iimour, du charme de fes loix. 
£lle ehflamnie les yeux, de cet ardcur qui touche ; 
D*un fourire enchanteur, elle anime la'bouche : 
PaiTionce la voix, ^n' adoucit les fons : 
Prete ces tours heureux^ plus forts que les raifons ? 
Jnfpire^ pour toucher, ces tendres i^ratagemes i 
Ces refus attirans, T ecueil des fages memes ; 
Et la nature enfin y voulut rcnfermer 
Tout ce qui perfuade, & ce qui fait aimer. 

!En prenant ce tifTu, que Venus lui pfefente, 
Junon n* etoit que belle, elle dcvient charmantt. 
Les graces, & les ris, les plaifirs, & les jcux, 
Surpris cherchent Venus ; doutent qui Tei^.des inx 9i, 
V* Amour meme trompe, trouve Junon plus bclje j[ 
![^t; fo^ arc a la raain^ deja vole apres ell:. 
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lie had not forgot that, but thought it was coxnprc- 
jhended under the other Heads. For all genteel Mo- 
tion {fays he) as I have been fo lately mentionlngj^ 
falls under the Article of Grace ; whcnc^UoraccczMa^ 
it by it's truf Name of graceful Motion 5, andcom-r 
mon Motions are only fo many Variations of the 
Attitude, or Pofition of the particular Parts of the 
Body, and Features of the Face : The more iigni- 
ficant of which, belohg to the Article of the Paffions ;; 
and th$ kfs fignificant,tnay be comprehended under 
that of mere Form or Figure. And now I mention;. 
Hpraccy ^dded he; it is obfervable enough, that he^' 
and the other Roman Authors, have diftindlNamcft 
for each of my Four conftituent Parts of Reairty, 
which the Commentators ^nd Diftionary-writers 
have been fometimes too apt to miftake for TsTamcs- 
of Beauty in general. Thus for the Firft they ufe 
the Word Cclor-y for the Second, Forma y for the 
Third, they feem to Jbave had.feveral diftinft Names,,,, 
a;ccording to the different Sorts of Pailions whofe 
Delightfulnefs they fpokc of; for theFourth^ they 
ukd Gratia and Decor ^ when they Ipoke of it in 
general ; and Venuftas or Dlgmtas^ when they had 
a mind to be more particular. Their Word Nitor 
too [i], and fome others of a like Import,, which*- 
ifeem fometimi^ to be ufed in general for Beauty, 

fq ' Liparxi nitor Hebru Jlorat. Lib, iii. 03. xii. 6^ 

Urit xnc Glycerae nitor 
Splcndentis Pario. marmore puriojs.^ 

Jd, Lib. i. Od. xix. 6. 
Tfic Xpitbets marmoreusy ehurneui, an4 candiduSy are ^il applicJ V» 
Realities by the Roman Poets; fometimev as to their Shapc^ aadlbme* 
as to the Sliiningne£i herk 4*<>^^ ^^ 

. belonj 
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is S&ape, at Twenfiy ; iti Exprefficn, at Thirty ^ 
and in Grace^ at Fortj. So that the grealdl Ext 
fxllencg of Beauty^ at the higheft Reckoning in eac)| 
Part of it^ would axnoant in all to One Hundred. 

There i$ probaMjr no Inftance of the higheft Ex- 
cellence in all thefe Particulars, in any one Perfon. 
Th^ who run very high in fome Articles^ ire of- 
ten as deficient in others* If I was to ftate the Ac- 
count, as to fome particular Ladies^ ivho have been 
generally allowed to be very great Beauties^ I ihoulif, 
affign to Lady L. B** *, Eight for Color, Four 
for Shape, Twenty-five forExpreilion, and Ten for 
Grace ; in alt, Forty-feven ; not quite I^f-way ii^ 
the complete Sum of Excellence : *— To Mrs. 
j^***. Eight; for Color, Seventeen for Shape, 
Fifteen for Expreifion, and Twenty for Grace ;• in' 
all. Sixty Degrees of Excellence : -i- And to Mrs* 
iS * * *, Eight for Color, Ten for Shape^ Twenty- 
five for Expreflion^ and Thirty for Grace ; in all. 
Seventy-three^ And that is the higheft Sum, that I 
could in Confcience allow to any Woman that I 
have ever yet feen^ 

Extreme Deformity fhould be rated, under eacl^ 
Article, at the fame Numbers as the higheft Excel- 
lence ^ and,. lA mixt Beauties, Deductions fiiould be 
made for them, Sn the fame Manner as the Additi-> 
©ns are for the former. Thus for Example, Mrs. 
iW***^, for Color Six, Shape Fifteen ; Expreffion 
Twenty, to be dedufted ; Grace Five ; which will 
jseduce her other Degrees of Excellence only to Six,. 

Others 
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Others would tiave no Share at all, in our preTenl: 
oubjc<fl ; as falling, und^r each Article, to the Sa-^ 
lance of Deformity. Thus Mrs. P « * *^ l^ail 
Color Six, Sha}>e ditto Four, Expreilion of bad Pa£> 
fions Twenty-five, Ungracefulnefs Ten ; which to- 
gether make Forty-five, all on the wrong Side of 
the Queftion. 

I do not pretend for all this, to luve made nif 
Calculations exaftly j but rather to point out to you^ 
what might be done by fuch as arc more exaS 
J^udges of Beauty than 1 can pretend to be. The 
beft may be liable to fome little falfc Byas or other; 
fcut'if their Calculations did noc arifwer in every 
Point precifely to the Truth^ they might at leafi: 
come very near it* 

Thefe exad Judges indeed may not "B* fo frc-* 
<]uent]y to be met with ; for Judgment^ as well 3s 
JBeauty, is dealt out in very unequal Proportions to 
Mankind ; and a very great Excellence in either^ 
falls to the Lot of but a few. However, good 
Judgment is the more common of the Two ; and^ 
I believcf. People in general are. more <:apable of 
judging right of Beauty (at leaft, in fome Parts of 
it) than they are of mofl: other Things* 

Yet there are a great many Caufes, apt to.mifleai 
the Generality in their Judgments of Qeauty ; an4 
I Xhall beg Leave to enumerate fome of them* 

af 
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I i' 

If the Affeftion is entirely engaged by any on.e 
Objeft^ a "Man is apt to allow all Perfe£tions to 
thatPerfon ; and very little, in Comparifon, to any 
body elfe • or, if they ever commend others highly, 
it is for f6me Circuraftance in which they bcaCr 
fome Refemblance to their favourite Objeft. 

People are very often mifled in their Judgments, 
by a Similitude either of their own Temper, or Per- 
Ibnage, in others. It is hence, that a Perfon of a 
mild Tempet* is ttlofe apt to bepleafed with the gent- 
ler Paflions in the Face of his Miftrefs » and one of 
a very lively Turn would choofe more of Spirit and 
Vivacity in his ; that little People are inclined to 
prefer pretty Women, and larger People majeftic 
ones ; and fo on, in a great Variety of Inftances. 
This may be called falling in Love with ourfelves, 
at Second-hand ; and Self-love (whatever other 
Love r\Tay be) is fometimes fo falfe-fighted, that it 
may make the moft plain, and even the moft dis- 
agreeable Things feem beautiful and pleafing. 

I remember, at the Tryal of the Sc9ich Lords 2L 
few Years ago in If^i'flminJIer-hally a Pair of apifh 
Lovers, that fat by each other ; and gave no fmall 
Diverfipn to a good Part of that large Company, 
before the Lords made their Appearance. They 
were perpetually turning their Heads toward each 
other, a good deal in the fame Manner, and at the 
fame Time ; fmlled together, grinned, together, and 
laughed out togethex. All their Aftions were pleaf- 
ing 
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mgto each other, though fo very difpleafing to 
every body dfe. 

Sometimes an Idea 6f Uiefulnefs may give a Turn 
to our Ideas of Beauty j as the^very fame Things 
are reckoned Beauties in a Coach-horfe, whick 
would be fo many Blemiflies in a Race-horfe, 

I have often thought fome Ladies a little too nn- 
guar3ed, as to thi^ Particular. They leem to hate 
the ToIyphe?nus [/] Idea of Beauty ; and talk as if 
it was a Maxim abfolutely edablifhed in thek 
Breafts, that nothing can be beautiful, unlefs it has 
vfome Approach to the Gigantic. " Such a Maw 
fays Mrs. X) * * *, " is really a pretty P'dlow^ 

[7] When Uljjhy after having put out that CychpssY.yt, telJshljn 
.,>»is real Nameand Oharaftorj the Monftcr makes the foJlov.ing Ea- 
•clamation % 

Of fAOt f;|>N Trt^l ir*i7flt TtMuTnTx^-.^sfj ov/Ardr 
AW* tf'f< T>V« •a>79t /wiyctir x^ .X9e\ftk c^i^/Ukv 

Oh Hcav'ns*! Oh Faith of ancient Prophecies 1 

This fTtfemus'Eurymides foretold : 

Long fince he menacM, fuch was HeavViS Conqman^ 3 
And nam'd Ufyjcs as the dcftin'd Hand. 
I deem'd Tome godlike Giant to behold : 
Or lofty Hero, haughty, brave, and bold : 

JHot this veak pygmy Wretch 

Po^e's^raftfat, B. ix.ver, 603- 

** thou^ 
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♦^though fo little,*' without confidcring, that He 
could not be fo pretty, if he was hrger. And thett 
is-fhe for ever crying up her chief Favourite, Mr,- 
JE * * *, with, that very bad Face, and thofe very 
liad Paflions which generally appear in it, only be- 
caufe his Shoulders fpread a good deal wider, than 
they ought to dO» 

'"But the greateftand moftgerierdAaifleaJer of our 
Judgmefits, in relation to Beauty, is Cuftom, or 
the different national Tafte^ for Beauty, which' 
turn chiefly on the Tv/o lower Pafts of it, Coloi: 
and Form. 

fit was ffomthemoft coitimon Shape of his Coun- 
-Ifywomen that Rubins^ in his Pidtures,. delights fo 
tnuoh in Plumpnefs ; not to give it at worfe Name- 
"Whenever he was to reprefent the moft beautiful 
Women, he is fure to give them .a gOod Share of 
X^orpulence. It feems as if nobody could be ^ 
Beauty with him, under Two Hundred Weight.' 
-His very Graces zr^ all fat. 

!But£his may go much farthdr than mer6 Bulk; it 
^iU reach even' to very great Deformities ; which 
Sometimes grow into Beauties^ where they are ha- 
liitual and generah One of our own. Countrymen 
^who was a particularly handfome Man) in his tra- 
TcUiiig over the AlpSy was detained by a Fever in- 
one of thofe Villages, where every grown Perfon' 
has that Sort of Swellings in the Necky which they 
oil Gctifs ; and of which I have (t^w fomc, very 
jn^zt a& bij;, as their Heads^ the firil Sunday tliat la^ 

wa* 
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^f?is able, he went to their Church (for he was z 
Roman Catholic) to return Thanks to Heaven for 
his Recovery. A Man of fo good a Figure, and fcr 
Well dreft, had probably never before been ^withinr 
the Walls of that Chapel. Every body's Eyes were 
fixed upon him ; and as they went out, they cried 
out, loud enough for him to hear them ; ** O how 
** completely handfomc woilld that Man be, if hp 
«* had but a Gotir !^* 

In fome of the moft military Nations of Africa^ 
Ho Man \t reckoned handfome that has not Five or 
Six S(iar§ in his Face. This Cuftom might, poflibly^ 
at firft^ be introduced amdng them to make them 
\t.{s afraid of Wounds in that Part; iri Battle ; but^ 
however that Wats, it grew at laft to have fo great a 
Share in their Idea of Beauty j that they now cut 
and flafli the Faces of their poor little Infants^ in 
order to give thetfi thofe Graces when they arfe 
grown up, which are fo neceffary to win the Hearts" 
of their Miftrcfles \ aftd Which, with the Affiftancd 
of fome Jewels, or Ingots of Gold, in their Nofesj 
Ears, and Lips, muft certainly be irrefiftible to the 
Ladies of that Cduritfy. 

The Covering each Cheek all over with a turri-i 
ing Sort of Red Color, has long been looked upoit 
in a neighbouring Country to be as rieceflary to ren- 
der a Fine Lady's Face completely beautiful, 4$ 
thefe Scars are for the Beaux in Africa. 

*Tis really furpfifing, that there ihould be fcr wide 

a Difference in the Taftes of Two Countries, as 

Vol. I. E there 
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there is t6 thrs PsHtttlilar betwoen th^FrenehnDii u9^ 
when: the 6od[erijag People of each live nearer toge«- 
^e^, than the Inhabitants do in the Extremes of one 
Qif our own moderate Counties ; as, for Inftance"^ 
ki this' good Coimty of Surny^ in particular. 

* 

The firft Time I fa;^ the Ladits all ranged in the- 
front of the Boxesy at the Opera at Paris^ they" 
feemed to me to look like a long Bed of high-colop- 
cd fuIl-»blow» Pionies in; a Garden. 

• 

The Two prettieilWomcn I have ever feen, are 
Ae Duchefs of JJ * ♦ *, in Franoty, and Mra^ 
^* ♦ ♦, in England \ and the very Reafon why 1 
fliould. give the Preference Xx^ the latter of the Two 
is, that the former is obHged,, by the Fa{hiion of 
the Country where (he lives, to- heighten the Color 
of the Rofes. which Nature has fcattered over he? 
Cheeks^ into one great Mafs of Vermilion. 

Weite a Frembman^ on his firft ComiBg over hi- 
gher, to fee a Sett of our greateft Beauties all in a 
Row, he Alight, probably, think them like a Bed 
ef Lilies; oryatle^^ like a Border of light-colot- 
cd Pinks. 

In: fa£l, when tfic Count di Grammont was \tt 
England in King XJharles the Second's Time, when 
the Court was fo gay, and fo particularly well fuf- 
nilhed with Beauties ; he laid, **^ That the EngUJb 
•' Ladies were particularly handfome ; but that it 
** was a great Pity that they were all fo pale.** 

The 
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The natural Complexion of the ttajian Ladies is 
Of a higher Glow than ours ufually arq ; and yet 
Mr. Jddifon is very juft, in making a Nurnidian call 
ihe Ladies of the ftme Country, ** [m] pale> unri^ 
•' ppned Beauties/' 

Th^ Pripc^ of A/!dmahcpj whp had been fo loi?g^ 
and laterjy foraucbufed to tht Eurcpaan Complexion, 
yet faid, a little before he left London j " That 
*' Mifs C* ** would be the moft charming Wo* 
•* man in the World, if flie ^as but a Negro." . 



1 r^ember to have rfead, ii> an Accouht of fome 
^f the fartheft Travels that any of our People have 
tnade up the River Gambia ; th^t when they came 
to fome Viilages, whefe, probably, no Europeans' 
had ever been before, the Women ran frightened 
and fcreamiiig from them • on taking them to be 
Devils, merely on Account of the Whitenefs of 
their Complexion* 

I cannot help oBftrving ib Jrou^ that Healreri is 
very good and merciful to Mankind^ even in making 
i;is capable of all this Variety of Miftakes. If every 
Petfon judged exaftly right of Beauty, e^txy Man 

[»j Thfl glowiiig Dairies of Zama*i royal Court 
Have Faces floiht with more exalted Charms : 
The Sun, that rolls his Chariot o'er their Hea4s^ 
Works tip more Fire and Color in their Cheel^s s 
Were you with theie, my Prince, you'd ioon forget 
The pale, uoripenM Beauties of the North ! 

Sypbfix, to yula j in Ctttf, AA I Scene 4#' 

£ 2 that 
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that was in Love in' fuch a Diftri6l, would be lit 
Love with the fame Woman. Only confider of 
what fatal Confequence that muft be, in any City or 
Town that you are beft acquainted with. The ac- 
knowledged Fair one, in the fame Manner, couFd 
choofe out but one happy Man for h^r Favourite, in 
all her Town of Lovers ; and all the reft muft be 
left in a State of Defpair. This (as bad as it would 
iJe) is only the beft Side of the Cafe, and fuppofing 
every thing to be carried on with a Patience and 
Tranquillity, which would then bealmoftimpoflible j 
for, in Truth, if the Affedions of all centred on the 
fame Objeft, nothing hut perpetual Quarrels and 
Mi fchicfs would be to be apprehended. The fupe- 
rior Beauty of each Hamlet would be the Objeft of 
the Hate and Malice of all the reft of her own Sex m 
it ; and the.Caufe of Difienfion and Murders among 
all of the other. If this would hold in one Town, 
it would hold, for the fame Reafons, in every other 
Town or Diftrift ; and of Courfe there v/ould be 
nothing more wanting than this univerfal right 
Judgment of Beauty, to render the whole World 
one continued Scene of Blood and Mifcry. 

But now that Fancy has, perhaps, more to do witn 
TJeauty than Judgment, there is an Infinity of Taftes, 
and confequently an Infinity of Beauty ; for, to the 
Mind of the Lover, fuppofed Beauty is full as good 
as real. Every body may now choofe out what hap- 
pens to hit his ov.'n Turn and Caft. The honeft 
Kuftic can think himfelf happy in his Woman of a 
jcod flrong MakC) aad Sun-burnt frowfy Com- 
plexion i, 
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plexion ; the fine Gentleman may beblcft in his 
Coquette ; the common Soldier can delight hlmfelf 
with his Gin-drinking Trull j and the Captain with 
his military Miftrefs. 

This increafes the Extfent of Beauty vaftly, and 
makes it in a Manner univerfal ; for there are but 
few People, in comparifon, that are truly beautiful -, 
but every body may be beautiful in the Imagination 
of fome one or other. As I have faid before, fome 
may delight themfelves in a black Skin, and others 
in a white ; fome in a gentle natural Rofinefs of 
Complexion, others in a high, exalted, artificial 
Red ; fome Nations, in Waifts difproportionably^ 
large ; and another, in Waifts as difproportionably 
fmall. Infhort, the moft oppofite Things imagina- 
"ble may each be looked upon as beautiful, in whole 
different Countries ; or by differe.n,t People, in the 
iame Countiy. 

I fhould be apt to make a Diftinftion here again, 
as to the TWo former Parts of Beauty, and the 
Two latter. Fancy has much more to do in thp 
Articles of Form and Color, than in thofe of the 
Paffions and Grace. The good Paflions, as they are 
vifibleon the.Face, are apparent Goodnefs, and that 
muft be gener^ly amiable ; and true Grace, where- 
ever it appears to any Degree, I fhould think, mufl: 
be pleafing to every human Creature ; or, perhaps, 
thk may never appear in the Women of any Na- 
tion, where the Men are grown fo favage and brutal, 
^s to have loft all Tafte for it. 

E3 Y^ 
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Yet, even as to Grace itfelf, under the Notion 
of Pleafingnefs (as I wa^s juftnpv^ calling it), it ma^ 
become almoft univerfal ; and be as fubjtift to the 
Dominion of Fancy,, as any of the lefs fignificant 
Pftrts of Beauty. A Parent can fee Genteelnt^fs, \a 
the moft aulcward Child, perhaps, that e\^c!r was 
born J and a Perfon who is truly in Love, wfll ht 
pleafed with ev^ry Motion and Air 6f the JPerfon be^ 
loved ; which is the moft diftinguiihing Chara<3err- 
that belongs to Grace. *Tis true, this is all a nuifr 
taken Grace -^ biit, as to that particular Perfon, i^ 
has all the EffeSs of the trUe. 

Since I have fpoken of this Ett^ttt and Uriiverfelir. 
ty of fuppofcd Beauty, it wovild be very ungritefu^ 
pot to fay fomethihg of the real Beauty of the other 
Works of Nature j which ffceitt to reach every-, 
where, as far as we are acqi^ai^ted with ^hem ; ah4 
to meet us, whichrcver Way we turn our Eyes, 

If we look tippn the Earth, Wfe fee it laid oiit ii\ 
a Thoufend beautifUl Inecjualities, aftd ^ pletfing Va-r. 
riety 6f Plairts, Hills, and ^ountaiiis j generally 
cloathed by Nature in a living Green, the Color that; 
is the iifibft delightful arid the moft te(re(hrr\g to the 
Eye ; diverfified with an Infinity df dijterent Lights 
and Shades : addrned with Vatious Sdfts 6f Tree^* 
Fruits, and Flowers ; interfperfed' often with wind- 
ing Rivers, or limpid Streams, or (preadiiig Lakes 5 
' (pr termiriatbig, perhaps, on a View of the Sea^ 

whi^h 
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'ti4iich is for ever changing its iForm, and in every 
;Form is pleaiing. 

If we look upto thefle^vens, bow charming arc 
^he Riftng.of tiie Sun, the gentle Aeure of the no*- 
iile Arch expanded over our Heads, the various Ap- 
pearance and Colors of the iGlouds, the fleeting 
Sfaower,.and the painted Bow ! Even in the Ahfence 
of its great Enlivener, the£un, we fee it all ftudded 
with living Lights, or gilded hy the more folema 
Beauties of the Moon ; moft pleafing in her infant 
£hape, and moft mfi^eftic, when in her full Orb^ 
I know not iiow it may be with odiers, but to me 
the very Lightnings are pleafing, when ftruggling 
amidft the fiiaded Clouds ^ and thofe Fires that dar^ 
and waver upwards, iometimes in various Colors^ 
and fometinoes with Streams of gentle Light, not 
unlike the Break of Day, on the firft Appearance qf 
^he Morning, from whence they ha,ve their Nam^. 

If we turn toward ^the different Sorts of Animal^;, 
^ is obfervable enough among tbem^.that the Beauty 
which is defigned chiefly to pleafe one another in their 
own Species, is fo contrived as todilFufe Pleafure to 
thofe c^ other Species, or at Jeaft to Man. How 
heautifiil^ even to us, are the Colors that adorn the 
.Necks of the Pigeon and Pbeafant ; the Train of 
.the Mackaw and Peacock ; and the whale Drefs of 
feveral Sorts of Birds, more particularly in the £aft- 
*ern Parts of the World ? How neat and pleafing is 
.the M ake of -the Deer, the Greyhound* and feveral 
59rts of H^rfes ? How beautiful is the Expreffion of 

E ♦ . Jth^ 
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die PaAoos, in a faitiifiil Dog ; And they aic not 
tvsa Withoat fome De^raes of Grace ; as may bs 
icen, in particular^ in the natural Motions of a Ci^/- 
ff^Pheaiant; or the acquired ones, of a managed 
Horfe. And I the rather tike Part ofthe Beauty of 
all tbefe Creatures to be meant, by the Bounty of 
Nature for us , becanfe moft of the difierent Sort| 
of Sea Filh (which Hire chiefly our of our Sight) 
are of Colors and Forms more hideous, or (at heft) 
lefs agreeable to us. 

And as the Beauty <^one Species of Animals may 
be fo deiigned and adapted, as to give Pleafure to 
inany others; fo the Beauty of dilFerent Worlds may 
not be confined to each, but be carried on from one 
World to another, and from one Svfteox of Worlds 
to another ; and may end in one great uniyerfal 
Beauty, of all created Matter taken in one View. 
How far this may hold, we are, as yet, incapable 
even of forming any Guefs ; but f^me late Difcove- 
rics have (hewn, that there is a fuprifing Symmetry 
and Proportion in the Sizes and Difpofition of the 
fcvcral Worlds in our own Syftem ; from whence 
one would be apt to imagine, that the fame Beauty 
of Proportion is kept up between the Worlds of 
other Syftems ; and poffibly, even between one Syf- 
tem and another : At leaft, all that we know of thefe 
Worlds, are exaSly proportioned ; and all that we 
fee of them is beautiful. Thus all fuch of them as 
frome within our View, make what we call a fine 
ftarry Heaven ; and as they compofe that beautiful 
pbjcft to us, fo does our Syftem make a Part in fo- 

veral 
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ireral of their Prpfpefts ; and may be, in the grc^^ 
Compofition of the Univerfe, a little fingle Stud in 
a noble Piece of mofaic Work. 

And yet all the Profufion of Beauty I have been 
fpeaking of, and even that of the whole Univerfe 
^ksn together, is but of a weaker Nature in Com- 
parifon of the Beauty of Virtue. It was extremely 
well faid by P/atOy That if Virtue was to appear ii\ 
a vifible Shape, all Men would be enanioured of 
her : And it feems as if the Greeks and Rotpans \rx 
general had had this Idea of her Beauty, becaufe 
the Goddefs of Virtue, and the GoJdefsof Wifdoqi 
(which was often taken for one and the fame Thing 
anyone them, as well as in our Sacred Writings) 
were always reprefented with the greateft and moft 

command ing Beauty. The fame appears yet ftrong- 
f r from their ufing the Words Good [«] and Beau- 
jtiful indifferently for each other ; as if all Beauty 

was contained in Goodnefs. 

Indeed tlje Beauty of Virtue or Goodnefs exr 
ceeds all other Beauty, as much as the Soul does 
the Body. 

The higheft ObjeS of Beauty that we can fee is 
the Goodnefs of God, as difplayed in the Works of 
the Creation. In him all Gopdnefs and Beauty 
.^wells ; and whatever there is of moral Beauty ift 
{lie whoje Univerfe befide, is only as fo many Emar 

[»1 KaXov^ nflijro*, Pulch;um, Hoi^eftum. 

iKitionsi 
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nations from the divine Author of all that is Good 
^nd Beavliful. / 

We fometimes fee a few feeble Rays of this 
fieauty refle£ied in human A<9;ions, but much dis- 
colored by the Medium through which they pafs ;, 
and yet how charming do they cyen thus appear 19 
fome Perfons, and on fome Occafions ? All the 
:Grandeur in the World is as nothing in Oompari- 
fon of anyone of thefegood becoming Deeds. How 
jnany more Charms aije there, for Itiftance, in the 
Aftions of fuch an humble PerTpn as the Man of 
JRafs^ than in all the ViSories of our Edwards and 
jour Harries ? or (to go farther back in Hiftory) 
iiow much more amiable is the Deadi of Socrates^ 
than the whole Life of Alexander the Gceat. 

As Virtiie is ^e fupreme Beauty^ fo fs Vice the 
moft odious of all Deformities. I do not know how 
to make this more evident to you by any Inftanjce, 
than by that of the different Conduft of Two very 
celebrated Poets, RKltm and Tajfo^ in.defcribing the 
falkn Angcjs : 7aJ[if% Devils iire chiefly made hide- 
ous by their Shape ; their Horns and Tails are thf 
principal Ingredients of Deformity in his Defcrip^ 
tians cf them; whereas Jlf /Aw generally omits thofc 
little Particulars, and paints out the Deformity of 
fheir Minds; their Pride, Impiety, Malignity, and 
tGbftinacy ; by which Means his Devils are tenfold 
^ore Devils, and more odious and howible to the 
U^acicr, tlian thcfeof the Italian Poet, 

There 
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Th^ffe h a mighty tafjr Cof>fequence to be drawn 
fyom aH fllis, which well deferves to be more gene-* 
ratty obferved. If Vifttie be the chief Beauty, Peo- 
ple, to "be beautTfiil^ fliould fcndeavaur to be virtu-* 
bus ; slh5 Ihould avoid Vice, and all the worft Sort 
pTl^affiohs, as they would fly Deformity. I wifli the 
Inore beautiful Half of the human Creation, in par- 
ticular, were thoroiighly fenfible oT this great 
Truth ; *^ That the rcadieft Way to be beautiful, 
^* is to be gopd j" and fuch of them as are more foIi-» 
citous about chooflng and 2id[jufting what they wear, 
find how that will appear, than about forming their 
Minds, and regulating their difagreeable Paffions, 
will really fall under the Cenfure I mentioned be- 
fore, from one of the Laftn Poets ; and fliew too 
plainly to all th^ World, that they, in their own 
Hearts, conftder their Prefs as the better Part of 
^emfelves, 

I muft have quite tired you, I believe, added 
Crito, rifing ; and ihould be glad if y6u would 
take a little Walk, to refrefh us all after this long 
Harangue, It has been far from feeming long to us 
(replied Milesius, as they were all going together 
out of the Tent) : 'Tis a Subjeft that can fcarce 
pver be tirefome ; and your Manner of treating it has 
in general, been very pleafmg j only I muft fay, th^t, 
toward the Conclufion, it began to grow a little too 
like a Sermon, I with, fays Timanthes, that 
feme Ladies of your Acquaintance had been prefect 
at the whole Difcouf fe, and particularly at that Part 
pf it 3 iox I don't know whethe/ it might not havor 

done 
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<lone them more good, than any Sermon that they 
ever were at in . their Lives. However, as there 
V^ere no Ladies here, I wifh Crito would give us» 
who were of his Audience^ Leave to beg he would. 
be fo gopd as print it, for the Benefit of the Fair 
gex in general ; for^ I da,re fay, it wouid be of 
good Ufe to fome of them^ I know hot whether 
it would be of any Ufe to them, replied Crito ; 
but if you really thought fo, and could recolle(5 
enough of it to write it down, it is entirdy at your 
Service ; and you have my full Leave to fend it to 
Itfee Prefs, as foon as you pleafe. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N r 

T O T H E 

PUBLIC. 

IT is »ow above Half a Century, lince the French 
have been publifhing a CoHeftion of the Letter* 
6f their Miffionaries ; from all the moft diftant Parts 
of the World, This Colledion is already grown 
very voluminous. The famous Pere du Halde was 
the Perfon who had the chief Hand in making and 
publiihing it« There were but Eight Volumes that 
had appeared before he undertook |;he Care of it, 
which was in the Year 171 1; and he carried it on,- 
in Eighteen mOre, to the Year 1743; when the 
Death of that Father, and fome other Incidents^ 
occafioned an Interruption of the Work, for about 
Six Years. It was refumed in 1 749, by F. Pat- 
iouillet'y who then publifhed the 27th Volume. 
The following is a Tranflation of the Firft Letter,, 
in that Vohime ; and is, perhaps, as curious as 
any on^inthe whole Colledtion. 
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I N 



CHINA. 



Pekin, Nov. i, 1743* 



S I R, 



IT was ivith the greateft Pleafure that I received 
your Two laft Letters ; one of the 13th of 

O^ober; ^id the other of the 2d of Novembery ij^2m 
I commiTnicated the very interefting Account of 
the Affairs in Europe, which you give me in them, 
to the reft of our Miffionaries 5 who join with me in 
our fincerc Thanks. I thank you too, in Particular, 
for the Box full of Works in Straw, and Flowers, 
which came very fafe to me : but I beg of you not 
to put yourfelf to any fuch Expence for the future ; 
for the Chinefe very much exceed the Europeans^ in 
Vol. I. F thofe 
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thofe kinds of Works ; and particularly in their [aj 
. artificial Flowers [b]. We came hither by the Com- 
mand, or rather by the Permiflion of the Emperor* 
An Officer was affigned to condudl us i and they 
-madd us believe, that he would defray our Expences : 
But the latter was only in Words ; for, in EfFcft, 
th^ Expence was almoft wholly out of our own 
Pockets. Half of the Way we came by Water; 
and both eat and lodged in our Boats : And what 
feemed odd enough to us was, that, by the Rules of 
jGood-breedtng received srmong them, we were not 
allowed ever to go afhore, or even to look out of 
the Windows of our covered Boats, to obferve the 
Face of the Country, as we pafTed along* 

We made the latter Part of our Journey in a Sort 
of Cage, which they were pleafed to call a Litter., 
In this too we were ihut up all Day long ; and at 
'Night carried into our Inns ; (and very wretched 
Inns they are !) and thus we got to Peking with our 
Curiofity quite unfatisfied, and with feeing but 
very little more of the Country, than if we had been 
ihut up all the wbik in our own Chambers. 

[tf] Tbefe are chiefly made of Feathers ; coloured and formed To 
cxa£^l'y like real Flowers^ that one is often apt to forget one*« felf^ 
and fmell to them. The famous Signora Vanntmano, at Rome (To 
many of whofe Works in this kind are continually brought Home by 
our Gentlemen who travel to that City) at firft learned her Art front 
fome which were fent from ChiMa, by the Jefuits^ as a Prefent to the 
then pope. 

[i] Here is a Page or two omitted; as relating only to their private- 
Afrairs* 

Indeed , 
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Indeed they fay, that the Country we pafled is but 
4 bad Country; and that, though the Journey is 
near 2000 Miles, there is but little to \ft met with 
on the Way that might deferve much Attention ; 
Not even any Monuments, or Buildings, except 
Tome Temples -for their Idols j and thofe built of 
WoocJ, and but one Story high : The chief Value 
and Beauty of which feemed to confift in fome bad 
Paintings, and very indifferent Varnifh-works. In- 
deed any one that is juft come from feeing the 
Buildings of France and Italy ^ is apt to have but 
little Tafte, or Attention, for whatever he may meet 
with in the other Parts of the World. 

However, I muft except, out of this Rule, the 
Palace of the Emperor of Peking and his Pleafurc- 
Houfes ; for in them every thing is truly great and 
beautiful, both as to the Defign and the Execution j 
and they ftruck me the more, becaufe I had never 
feen any thing that bore any manner of Refem- 
blance to them in any Part of the World that I had 
been in before. , 

I fhould be very glad, if I could make fuch a De- 
fcription of thefe, as wouldgive you any juft Idea 
of them ; but that is almoft impoffible; becaufe there 
is nothing in the whole, which has any Likenefs to 
our Manner of Building, or our Rules of Architec- 
ture. The only way to conceive what they are, is 
to fee them ; and if I can get any Time, I am re- 
folved to draw fome Parts of them as e^adtly as I 
can, and fend them into Europe* 

F 2 The 
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The Palace is^ at leaft, as bfg as {c] Dijon j 
which City I choofc to name to you, becaufe you 
are fo well acquainted with it,. This Palace con- 
ftfts of a great Number of different Pieces of Build-^ 
irtg ; d^tachied from one another, but difpofed witb 
a great deal of Symmetry and Beauty. They are 
feparated from one another by vafl: Courts, Planta- 
tions of Trees,.and Flower- Gardens. The princi* 
pal Front of all thefe Buildings (hines with Gilding,, 
Vamifli-work, and Paintings ; and the Infide is 
fu^-nlflied and adorned with all the moft bea-itiful 
and valuable Things that could be got in China y 
the IndUSy and even from Europe. 

As for thcPleafure-houfes, they are really charm- 
ing. They ftand jn a vaft Compafs of Ground.. 
They have raifed Hills from Twenty to Sixty Foot 
high ; which form a great Number of little Valleys 
between them. The, Bottoms of thefe Valleys ate 
v^atered with clear Streams ; which run on till they 
join together, and form larger Pieces of Water and 
Lakes : T'hey pafs thefe Streams, Lakes, and Ri- 
vers, in beautiful and magnificent Boat-s : I have 
feen one, in particular, Seventy-eight Feet long, 
and Twenty-four Feet broad, with a very handfonie 
Houfergifeduponit. In each of thefe Valleys, there 
are Houfes about the "Banks of the Water, very well 
t difpofed i with their different Courts, open and clofe 

fc] A handfome City in Trgnce ; and the Capital one ia the Pro- 
yiiice of SitriMrtiij } bctwcta Tlirce and Four Miles round. 

Porticos* 
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Porticos, Parterpes, Gardens, and C^fcades ; which, 
Mrhen viewed all together, have ^ admirable Ef- 
fe£l upon the Eye. 

They go from one of the Valleys to another, »dt 
by formal jftrait Walks aa.in Ew9pf\ but by va^io^u^ 
Xurnifigsand Windings, adorned on the Sid^sjvitb 
little Pavillions and charming Grottos ; and cachof 
thefe Valleys is divcrfified from all the reft, both hf 
their: Manner of laying out the Ground, and in thJg 
cStruiSture and DifpofitioA of ks Buildijogsu 

AU theRtfmgs^d Hllls;arp fprinkled wkhTrees^ 
.;?md particularly wJth Flcrwecipg Trees, which arfc 
Jiere veiy common. The £ides of the Canals, or 
Jeffer Streama^ are ndt faced (as lihey are with us^ 
with fmopth Stone, and ina ftrait Line ; hat look 
jrude and rufiic, with different Pieces of Rock, fome . 
of wliich jut out<, and others recede inwards ; and 
are placed with fo much Art, that you would take k 
.to be the Work of Nature. In fome Parts, the 
*Watef is wide, in others narrow ; here it ferpentifes^ 
and there fprtad« away, as if it was really puihed 
off by the Hills and Rocks^ The Banks are fprink- 
led with Flowers, which rife up even through the 
jHollows in thdRock-wdrk, as if they had been proi- 
^uced there naturally. They have a greitt Variety 
>of them, for every Seafon of the Year. 

Beyond thefe Streams there are alwjays Walks, J(k 
o^ather Paths^ paved with fmall Stones j which lead 
from one Valley to another. Thefe Paths too a^e 

t 3 arregu- 
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irregular ; and fometimes wind along the Banks of 
the Water, and at others run out wide from them. 

On your Entrance into each Valley, you fee its 
Buildings before you. All the Front is a Colonnade, 
with Windows between the Pillars. The Wood- 
work is gilded, painted and varnilhcd. The Roofs 
too are covered with varnifhed Tiles of difFerent Co* 
lours, red, yellow, blue, green, and purple j which, 
by their proper Mixtures, and their Manner of pla* 
cing them, form an agreeable Variety of Compart- 
ments and D^figns. Almoft all thcfe Buildings are 
only one Story high ; and their Floors are raifed 
from Two to ^ighc Feet above the Ground.. Yon 
go up to them not by regular Stone Steps, but by a 
rough Sort of Rock-work, formed as if there had 
been fo many Steps produced there by Nature. 
The Infiie of the Apartments anfwers perfeftly to^ 
their Magnificence wtthout. Befide their being, 
very well difpofed, the Furniture and Ornaments arc 
very rich, and of an exquifite Tafte. In the Courts 
und Paffages, you fise Vafes of Brafs, Porcelain, and 
Marble filled with Flowers $ and before fome of 
thcfe Houfes,^ inftead of naked Statues, they have 
fcveral of their hieroglyphical Figures of Animals, 
and Urns with Perfumes* burning in them,, placed* 
upon Pedeftals of Marble^ 

Every Valley, as I told you Before^ has its Plea- 
•iftire-houfe ; fmall indeed, in refpe£l to the whole In- 
Idofure j but yet large enough to be capable of re- 
ceiving the greatcft Nobleman in Europe^ with all his. 

Retinue*. 
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3l.€tinue. Several of thefe Houfes are built of Cedar, 
which they bring with great Expence, at the Di- 
'ftance of 1500 Miles from this Place. And npw 
how many of thefe Palaces do you think there are, in 
all the Valleys of the Inclofure ? There are above 
200 of them, without reckoning as many other 
Houfes for . the Eunuchs ; for they are the Perfons 
who have the Care of each Palace, and their Houfes 
arc always juft by thenii j generally at no more than 
Five or Six Feet Diftancc. Thefe Houfes of the 
Eunuchs ate very plain ; and /or that Reafon are al- 
ways concealed, either by fome Projeftion of the 
Walls, or by the Interjwftfcion of their artificial Hills. 

Over the running Streams there are Bridges, at 
proper Diftances, to make the more eafy Commu- 
nication from one PJace to another, Thefe are moft 
commonly either of Brick or Free-ftone, and fome- 
times of Wood, but are all raifed high enough for 
the Boats to pafs conveniently under them. They 
are fenced withBallifters finely wrought, and adorn- 
ed with Works in Relievo ; but all of them varied 
from one another, both in their Grnatments and De- 
figns. Do not imagine to yoiirfelf, that thefe Bridges 
nin on,, like ours, in ftrait Lines : On the contrary^ 
they generally wind ahout and ferpentize to fuch a 
Degree, that fome of them, which, if they went oa 
regularly, would be no more than Thirty or Forty 
Feet long, turn fo often and fo much as to make 
their whole Length 100 or 200 Feet. You fee fome 
of them which, either at the Midft, or at the Endsr^ 
jhave little.Pavilions for People to reft themfelves in.; 

F 4 Xupj)or.tc4 
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fi^pparted fometimes by Four, fometimes by Eight, 
and fometimes by Sixteen Columns. They are ufu- 
ally on fuch of the Bridges as afford the moft engag-- 
ing Profpeas, At the Ends of other of the Bridges 
there are triumphal Arches, eith«- of Wood, or 
ipirlute Marble ; formed in a very pretty Manner^ 
but very different from any Tbmg that I have ever 
fteii in Europe. 

I' have already tclJ you that thefe little Streams, 
or Rivers, are cartied on to fupply feveral Jarp-er 
Pieces of Water, and Lakes. On^ of thefe Ldkes is 
vtty neat Five Miles round ; and they call it ^ 
Meer, or Sea. This is one of the moil beautiful 
Parts in the whole Pleafure Ground, 

On the Banks are feveral Pieces of Buildings, k* 
parated from each other by the Rivulets and arti-» 
ficial Hills above mentioned. 

But what is the moft charming Thing of all is, an 
Ifland, or Rock, in the Middle of this Sea ; raifed, 
in a natural and ruftic Manner about Six Feet above 
the Surface of the Water. On this Rock there is a 
little Palace, which, however, contains an Hundred 
different Apartments, It Jias Four Fronts, and is 
built with inexpreffible Beauty and Taftej the Sight, 
of it ftrikes one with Admiration. From it you 
have^a View of all the Palaces, fcattered at proper 
Diftances round the Shores of this Sea ; all the Hills, 
that terminate about it ; all the Rivulets, which tend 
thither, either to difcharge their Waters into it, or 

. ta 
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to receive them from it ; all the Bridges, either at.' 
the Mouths or Ends of t;^hefe Rivulets ; all the Pa*- 
vilions and triumphal Arches that adorn any of thefc, 
Bridges ; and all the Groves that are planted to fe- 
parate 2nd fcreen the different Palaces," and to pre-. 
verit the Inhabitants of them from being overlooked 
by one another. The Banks of this charming Wa- 
ter arc infinitely varied ; there are no two Parts of it 
alike. Here you fee Keys of fmooth Stone ; with 
Porticos, Walks, and P^ths, running down to them, 
ffom the Palaces that furround the Lake : There, 
others of Rock-work, that fall into Steps, contrived 
with the greateft Art that can be co/iceived : Here- 
natural Terraces with winding Steps at each End^ 
to go up to the Palaces that are built upon them ; 
and above thefe, other Terraces, and other Palaces^ 
that rife higher and higher, and form a fort of Am- 
phitheatre. There again a Grove of flowering Trees 
prefents itfelf to your Eye ; and a little farther you 
fee a Spread of wild Foreft-trees, and fuch as grow 
only on the moft barren Mountains : Then, per- 
haps, vaft Timber-trees with their Under-wood ; 
then Trees from all foreign Countries ; and then, 
fome all blooming with Flovi^rs, and others all 

laden with Fruits of different Kinds. 

There are alfo, on the Banks of this* Lake, a great 
Number of Net-work-houfes, and Pavilions ; Half 
vn the Land, and Half running into the Lake, for 
all Sorts of Water-fowl ; as farther on upon the 
Shore, you meet frequently with Menageries for di^ 
fcrcnt Sorts of Creatures 3 and even little Parks for 

the 
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the Chace. But of all thi^Sort of Things, the Chi- 

■Ttefe are moft fond of a kind of Filh, the greater Part 

<if which are of a Colour as brilliant as Gold ; o- 

«hers, of a Silver Colour ; and others of difFerent 

Shades of red, green, blue, purple and black ; and 

fome, of all Sorts of Colours naixt together. There 

are feveral Refervoirs for thefe Fifti, in all Parts of 

the Garden ; but the moft confiderable of them all 

is at this Lake. It takes up a very large Space ; and 

is all furrounded with a Lattice- work of Brafs-wire, 

in which the Openings are fo very fine and fmali, 

25 to prevent the Fifh from wandering into the 

main Waters, 

» 

To let yc«» fee the Beauty of til is charming Spot 
in its grcateft Perfe£tion, . I fliould wilh to have you 
otranfported hither when the Lake is all covered with 
:£oats> either gilt, ot varnifhed j as it is fometimcs, 
for taking the Air ; fometimes, for fifliing ; and 
fometimes, for [^] Jufts, and Combats, and other 
©iverfionss upon the Water ; but s^bove all, on fome 
fine Night, when the Fire-works are played off 
ithere^ ai which Time they have IHuminations in aH 

•\d] I have fcen of tkis Sort of Jufts upon the Water, in our Parti 
<0f the World ; and particularly at Lions in France^ The Champions 
«3ftand a« firmly as they are able, on the Prows of two Boats, with a 
Shield in their left flands, and a blunted Spear in their right. There 
39 an equal Number of Rowers in each of:the Boats, who drive thent 
H)n with great Impetuofity. The two Combatants charge each other 
-with their Spears j and often both, but almoft always one of them is 
oiiriven backward on the Shock ; either down into his Bt>at, or (whick 
•often happens) into the Wafer ; which latter makes one of the prin- 
j<cipai Ports in this odd Sort ofDlveriion. 

the 
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the Palaces, all the Boats, and almoft oil every 
Tree, The Chincfe exceed us extremely in their 
Fire- works ; and I have never feen any thing of 
that Kind, either in France^ or Italy ^ that tfan bear' 
any Comparifon with theirs. 

The Part in which the Emperor ufually refides 
here, with the Emprefs, his [^} favourite Miftreffesy 
and the Eunuchs that attend therri, is a vaft Collec- 
tion of Buildings, Courts, and Gardens; and looks 
kfelf like a City. 'Tis at leaft as big as our City 
of [/] Dole. The greater Part of the other Pala- 
ces is only ufed for his walking \ or to dine and 
fup in upon Occafion. 

This Palace, for the ufual Refidence of the Em- 
peror, is juft with^l the grand Gate of the Pleafure 
Ground. Firft are the Antichambers ; then the 
Halls for Audience ; and then the Courts and Gar- 
dens belonging to them. The Whole forms an 
Ifland ; which is entirely furrounded by a large ancf 
deep Canal. *Tis a ibrt of Seraglio ; in the different 
Apartments of which, you fee all the moft beautiful 
Things that can be imagined, as to Furniture, Or- 
naments, and Paintina;s (I mean of thofe m the 
Chinefe Tafte) j the moft valuable Sorts of Wopd ; 

[t\ The original fays ; " les Ko«cif«ys, les Fcys, les Pines^ k» 
" Kouci-gins, et les IchaDgtfajis :" and informs us in a Note, that 
thcfe are ijb many different Titles of Honour, for the different Clafles 
of fuch of the Emperor^s Mifh'efTes as are mofl in his Favour. I didt 
aot think it worth while to fet down all thefe hard Names in the Text ^ 
and, perhaps, they might as well have been omitted even here. 

[/ j' The fecond Cit>' forSizc in the Franctc Ci^t.tS. 

varnifhcd 



76 ^ ALETTER 

Tarniflied Works, of China ancT Japan ; antlent Va- 
fcs of Porcelain j Sillcs, and Cloth of Gold and 
Silver, They have there brought together all that Art 
aiid goo4 Taftc could add to the Riches of Nature. 

From this Palace of the Emperor, a Road, which 
is ahnoft ftrait, leads you to a little Town in the 
Midft of the whole Inclofure. , 'Tis fquare ; and 
each Side is near a Mile long. It has Four Gates, 
anfwering the Four principal points of the Compafej 
with Towers, Walls, Parapets, and Battlements. 
It has its Streets, Squares, Temples, Exchanges^ 
J/Iarkets^ Shops, Tribunals, Palace^, and a Port,. 
far Veffeis. In one Word, every thing that is at 

Pikln in Large, is there reprefented in Miniature. 

You will certainly aflc for what Ufe this. City was^ 
. intended ? Is it that the Emperor may retreat to it 
as a Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or Revoluti- 
on ? It might indeed ferve well enough for that Pur- 
pofe ; and poifibly that Thought had a Share in the 
Mind of the Perfon who at firft defigncd it ; but 
its principal End was, to procure the Emperor the 
Pleafure of feeing all the Euftle and Hurry of a great 
City in little,, whenever he might have.a Mind for 
that Sort of Diverfion. 

The Emperor of China is too much a Slave to his 
Grandeur ever to ihew himfel-f to his People, even 
when he goes out of his Palace. He too fees nothing 
«f the Town, which he p.ifles through. All the 
Doors and Windows are ihut up. They fpreai 

•wide 
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wide Pieces of Cloth every where, that nobody may \ 

fee bim. Several Hours before lie is to pafs through 
any Street^ the People are forewarned of it ; and if 
any (hould be found there whilft he pafles, they 
would be "handled very feverely by his Guards. 
Whenever he goes into the Country, two Bodies- 
of Horfe advance a good way before him on eacH 
Side of the Road ; both fdr his Security, and to 
keep the Way clear from all other Paffengers. As [ 

the Emperors of China find themfelves obliged to 
live m this ftrange Sort of Solitude, they have alv/a)^ 
endeavoured to fupply the Lofs of all public Diver- 
fions (which their high Stations will not fufFer thent 
to partake) by fome other Means [or Inventions^ 
according to their different Taftes and Fancies » 

Thiff Town, therefore, in thefe two laft Reigni 
(for it was this Emperor's Father who ordered it to 
be built) has been appropriated for the Eunuchs to- 
aft in it, at feveral Times in the Year, all thcr 
Commerce, Marketings, Arts, Trades, Buftje, and 
Hurry, and even all the Rogueries, ufual in great 
Cities. At the appointed Times, each Eunuch puts 
©n the Drefs of the Profeflion or Part which is 
afEgned to him. One is a Shop-keeper, and another 
an Artifan 5 .this is an Officer, and that a common 
Soldier : One has a Wheel -barrow given him tK> 
drive about the Streets ; another, as a Porter, carries 
a Ba(ket on his Shoulders, In a Word, every one- 
has the diftinguiflii/ig Mark of his Employment. 
The Vcffels arrive at the Port ; the Shops are opell^- 
ed j .and the Goods are expofed for Sale, There 19 

vone 
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one Quarter for thofe who fell Stiks, and another (of 
thofe who fell Cloth ; one Street for Porcelain, and 
another for Varnifh- works. You may be fupplied « 
with whatever you want. This Man fells Furniture 
Qf all Sorts ; that, Cloaths and Ornaments for the 
Ladies ; a third has all Kinds of Books for the learned 
and curious. There are CofFee-houfes too,, and 
Taverns of all Sorts, good and bad ; befide a Num- 
ber of People that cry different Fruits about the 
Streets, and a great Variety of refrefliing Liquors. 
The Mercers, as you pafs their Shops, catch you 
by the Sleeve, and prefs you to buy fome of their 
Goods. 'Tis all a Place of Liberty and Licence ; 
and you can fcarce diftinguifh the Emperor himfelf 
from the mcaneft of his Subjects. Every body hauls 
out what he has to fell ; fome quarrel, others fighf, 
and you have all the confufion of a Fair about you. 
The public Officers come and arreft the Quarrelers ; 
carry them before the Judges, in the Courts of Ju- 
ftice ; the caufe is tried in form ; the Offender 
condemned to be baflinadoed ; and the Sentence is 
put in Execution ; and that fo efFeftually, that the 
Diverfion of the Emperor fometimes cofts the poor 
Adot a great deal of real Pain. 

The Myftery of Thieving ij» not forgot in this 
general Reprefentation. That noble Employ is af- 
figned to a confiderable Number of the clevereft Eu- 
nuchs, who perform their Parts admirably well. If 
any one of them is caught in the Fa£l, he is brought 
to Shame, and condemned (at leaft they go through 
the Form of condemning him) to be' ftigmatif^d, baf- 

tinadoed 
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tinadoed, or banifhed ; according to the Heinouf^ 
nefs of the Crime, and the Nature of the Theft. If 
they fteal cleverly, they have the Laugh on their Side ; 
they are applauded, and the Sufferer is without Re- 
drefs. However, at the End of the Fair, every thing 
of this Kind is reftpred to the proper Owner.. 

This Fair (as I told you before) is kept only for 
the Entertainment of the Emperor, the Emprefs, and 
his Miftrefles, 'Tis very unufual for any of the 
Princes, or Grandees^ to be admitted to fee it ; and? 
when any have that Favour, it is not till after the 
Women are all retired to their feveral Apartments. 
The Goods which arc expofed and fold here, belong; 
chiefly to the Merchants of Pekin ; who put them 
into the Hands of the Eunuchs^ to be fold iii reality ; 
fo that the Bargains here are far from being all pre- 
tended, ones. In particular, the Emperor hi mfelf 
always buys -a great many Things ; and you mar 
be fure they afk him enough for them. Several of 
the Ladies too make their Bargains \ and fo do fomd 
of the Eunuchs, All this trafficking, if there was 
nothing of real mixtwith it,, would want agreat deal 
of that Earneftnefs and Life, which now make the 
Buftle the more active, and the Diverfion it gives 
the greater. 

To this Scene of Commerce, fometiities fucceed* 
a very difFtr^nt one ; that of Agriculture. There is 
a Quarter within the fame Inclofure, whidi is fct 
apart for this Purpofe. There you fee Fields, Mea- 
dows, Farm-houfes, and little fcattered Cottages ; 

witii 
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with Oxen, Ploughs, and all the Neceflaries (of 
Hufbandry. There they fow Wheat, Ricc^, Pulft, 
and all other Sorts of Grain. They make their 
Harveft, and carry in their Produce of their Grounds, 
In a Word, they here imitate every thing that is 
done i-n the Country ; and in every thing exprefs a 
rur^I Simplicity, and all the plain Manners of a 
Couniry Life, as nearly as they poffibly can. 

Doubtlefs you have read of the famous Fcaft in 
China^ called the Feaft of the Lanthorns. It is al- 
ways celebrated on the 15th Day of the firft Month. 
' There is no Chinefe fo poor, but that^ upon this Day- 
he lights up his Lanthorh. They have of them of 
all Sorts, Figures, Sizes, and Prices. On that Day 
all China is illuminated ; but the fineft Illuminations 
of all are in the Emperor's Palaces ; and particularly 
in thefe Pleafure- grounds, which 1 have Seen de- 
fcribing toyou. There is riot a Chamber, Hall, or 
Portico, in them, which has not feveral of thefe 
Lanthorns hanging from the Ceilings. There are 
feveral upon all the Rivulets, Rivers, and Lakes ; 
made in the Shap6 of little Boats, which the Waters 
carry backward and forward. There are fome upon 
all the Hills and Bridges, and almoft upon all the 
Trees. Thefe are wrought mighty prettily, in the 
Shapes of diiFerent Fifties, Birds, and Beafts ; Vafes, 
Fruits, Flowers ; and Boats of different Sorts and 
Sizes. Some are madeofSilk; fomeof Horn, Glafs, 
Mother of Pearl, and a Thoufand other Materials. 
Some of them are painted ; others embroidered ; and 
of very different. Prices, I have feen fome of tlien*^ 

which 
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tviiich could never have been made for a Thoufand 
CrctJ^s . It would be an cndlefs Thing to endeavour 
to ghre you a particular Account of all their Forms ^ 
Afaterials, and Ornaments. It is in theft, and in 
the great Variety which the Chinefe (hew in their 
Buildings, that I admke the Fruitfulnefs of their 
Invention ; and am almoft tempted to own, that wc^ 
are quite poor and b^rreh in Coinparifon of them. 

Their Eyc^ are fo accuftomed to their own Ar- 
chitefture, that they have very Kttlc Tafte for ours. 
May I teH you what they fay when they fpeak of it, 
or when they are looking over the Pjrints of fome of 
our moft celebrated Buildings ? The Hciight and 
Thickn^s of our Palaces amazes them. They look 
upon ©ur Streets as fo many Ways hollowed int^ 
terrible Mountains i and upon our Houfes, as Rocks 
pointing up in the Air, and full of Holes like Dens 
of Bears and other wild Beafts. Above all, our dif-- 
fcrent Stories, piled up fo high one above another^ 
feem cfulte intolerable to them ; and they cannot 
conceive how we can bear to run the Kifk of break- 
ing our Necks, fo commonly, in going up fuch a 
Number of Steps as is neceffkry to climb up to the 
Fourth and Fifth Floors. ** Undoubtedly (faid 
the Emperor Cang*hyy whilft he was looking over 
fome Plans of our European Houfes) this Europe 
muft be a very fmajl and pitiful Country ; fince 
the loihabitants cannot find Ground enough to 
fpread out their Towns, buf are obliged to live 
up thus in the Air.'' As for us, we think other- 
wife ; and have Reafon to do fo. 

Vol. I. G However, 
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However, I muft own to you, without pretending 
to decide which of the two ought to have the Prefe- 
rence, that the Manner of Building in this Country 
pleafes me very much. Since my Refidence in Chi- 
nay my Eyes and Tafte are grown a little Chinefe. 
And, between Friends, is not the Duchefs of Bour- 
i^w'sHoufe, oppofite to the Tuilleries, extremely 
pretty ? Yet that is only one Story, and a good deal 
in the Chinefe Manner. Every Country has its 
Tafte and Cuftoms. The Beauty of our Architec- 
ture cannot be difputed ; nothing i^ more grand and 
majeftic. I own too that our Houfes are well dif- 
pofed. We follow the Rules of Uniformity, and 
Symmetry, in all the Parts of them. There is no- 
thing in them unmatched, or difplaced ; every Part 
anfwers its oppofite; and there's an exaft Agreement 
in the whole. But then there is this Symmetry, this 
beautiful Order and Difpofition too in China \ and 
particularly in the Emperors Palace at Pekin^ that 
I was fpeaking of in the Beginning of this Letter. 
The Palaces of the Princes and great Men, the 
Courts of Juftice, and the Houfes of the better 
Sort of People, are generally in the fame Tafte. 

But in their Pleafure-houfes, they rather choofe 
[g'\ z beautiful diforder, and a Wandering as far as 
poflible from all the Rules of Art. They go entirely 

[£•] The Author of this Letter feems here to have formed his Opi- 
nion only from the Garden in which he was employed ; fol" this is not 
univerfally llje cifc in the Pleafure-houfes of, the Emperor QCCbiaa, 
Ihavc lately fccn fume Prints of another of his Gdr4cns, (brought from 

en 
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On this Principle, ** That what they are to reprefent 
** thercj IS a natural and wild VieW of thd Country ; 
" a rural Retirement, and not a Palace formed ac- 
•' cording to all the Rules of Art." Agreeably to 
which, I have not yet obferved any Two of the lit-t* 
tie Palaces ia all the grand Inclofure which are alike, 
though fome of them are placed at fuch confiderable 
jDiftanqes from one another. You would think that 
they were formed upon the Ideas of fo many different 
foreign Countries ; or that they were all built at 
random, and made up of Parts not meant for one 
another. When you read this, you will be apt to 
imagine fuch Works very ridiculous j and that they 
muft have a very bad EfFe£l on the Eye j tut wsls 
you to fee them, you would find it quite otherwife ; 
and would admire the Art with which all this Irre- 
gularity is condu<£ted. All is in good Tafle ; and 
ft} managed, that its Beauties appear gradually one 
after aootl^er. To enjoy them as one ought, you 
(hould view every Piece by itfelf j and you would 
find enough to amufe you for a long while, and to. 
fati^y all your Curiolity. 

Befidethe Palaces themfelves (though I have call- 
ed them little in comparifon of the whole) are very 
far from being Inconftdefable Things, I faw them 
building one in the fame Inclofure, laft Year, for 

that Kingdom, and which will vcryfoon be publliheci here) in which 
the Difpofition of the Ground, Water, and Plantations, is indeed quire 
irregular ; but the Houfes, Bridges, and Fences, are all of a reguhr 
Kind. Thofe Prints will give the trueft Idea we can have of the 
Ckinefe Manner of laying out Pleafure-grounds. 

G 2 * one 
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one of the Princes of the Bipod ; which ^oft hii^ 
near [h] Two Ktundred Thovifand Pou^da ; with-? 
out reckoning any thing for the Furuiture and Or-. 
naments of tne Infide ; for they were a Prefent tq 
him from the Emperor. 

I muft add one Word more, in reIatio|i to ^hc 
Variety which reigns in thefe Pleafure-boufes. If 
is not only to be found in their Situations, Vi^ws^ 
Difpofitions> Si^es, Heights, and all the other g^n^-^ 
ral Points ; btH aUb in their leffer Partp, that go to 
the comp«fing of them. -Thus, for inftance, th^re 
is no People in the World who canfhew fuch a Va- 
riety of Shapes and Forms, in their Doprs ^d Win- 
dows, as the Chinefe, They have Ipme rpund^ pyalj^ 
fquare, and all Sorts of angled Figures ; fome in the 
Shape of Fans ; others in thofe of Flowers, Vafes, 
pirds, Beafts, and Fiflies ; in (hort, of all Forms 
whether regular or irregular. 

It is only here too, I believe, that one can fee 
(uch Porticos, as I am going to defcribe to you. 
They ferve to join fuch Parts of the Buildings in the 
fame Palace, as lie pretty wide from one another. 
Thefe are fometimes raifed on Columns only, on 
the Side toward the Houfe ; ind have Openings of 
different Shapes, through the Walls on the other 
Side J and fometimes have only Columns on both 

[^] The Original fays, Soixante Ouanes ; and adds a Note, that 
cne Quanc is worth Ten Thoufand ^tfc?7j j and each J^'el is worth. 
Seven Livres and a Half ; fo that Sixty Ounces make Four Millions 
and a Half of Livres ; which is equal to 196,875 Pounds Sterlings 

Sides 
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Siitd I a6 in all fuch as kad froih any of the Pala* 
ces, to their open PaviRons for taking the fre(h Air. 
But what is fo lingular in thefc Porticos, or Colon« 
nad^s, 15, that they felddrii run on in ftrait Lines i 
but make an Hundk-ed Turns and Windings : 
Softi^tiities by the Side of a Grove, at others, be- 
hihd ^ Rock, and at others again along the Banks 
of thfeir klvers 6r Lakes, Nothirig can be conceiv- 
ed hiore delightful ; they have fuch a rutal Air as is 
^liileiiiWfhing and inchanting, 

Vou will certainly conclude, from all I have told 
ybu, that this Plfeafure-place hiuft have coft immenfc 
Sum6 of Money ; and ihdeed there is no Prince, but 
fuch a one as is Mafter of fo vaft a State as the Em- 
peror 5f Chind is^ who could either afford fo prodigi- 
bus an E)cpetice, bt accomplifh fuch a Number of 
great Works ih fo little a Tithe ; for all this was 
tidhfe ih the Compafs of Twenty Years. It was the 
Father of the prefent Eiliperor who began it ; and 
his Son n6i^ only adds Conveniences and Orna- 
oients to it, here anil there. 

But theit is nothihg fo fupf-lfing or incredible In 
this } fbr befides that the Buildings are moft com- 
noiily but of one Story, they employ fuch prodigious 
Nttibbers of Workmen^ that every thing is carried 
on very faft. Above Half the Difficulty is over 
ivhen they have gi»t their Materials upoti the Spot. 
They fall immediately to difpofthg them in Order ; 
and in a few Months the Work is iinifhed. They 
loek ilnioft like thofe fabulous Palaces, which are 
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faid to be raifed by Inchantment, all iA once in fbme 
beautiful Valley, or on the Brow of fome HilK 

This whole Inclofure 13 called Tven-ming Tvefif 
the Garden of Gardens j ^or the Garden by way of 
Eminence. It is not the only pne that belongs to 
the Emperor J be has Three others, of the fame 
Kind ; but none of them fo large, or fo beautifal, 
as this. In one of thefe lives the Emprefs's Mother 
and all her Court. It was built by the prefent Em- 
peror's Grandfather [/] Cang-hy-y and is called Ichang^ 
tchun Yveriy or the Garden of perpetual Spring. The 
Pleafure-places of the Princes and Grandees are, in 
Little, what thofc of fhe Empergr are in Great, 

Perhaps you will afk me," Why all this long Dc^ 
^* fcription ? Should not I rather have drawn Plans of 
" this magnificem^lace, and fent tHem to you ?" 
To have done that, would^ha^e taken me up at leaft 
Three Years, without touching upqn any thing clfe; 
whereas I havfty not a Moment to ^pve ; and am 
forced to borrovjr the Time in which I now write to 
you, from my Hours of Reft. To,wKich you may 
4dd, that for fuch a Work, it wojrfd be neceffary for 
me to have fu}l Liberty of going info any Part of the 
Gardpns whei>ever J pleafe^nd to ftay there as long 
as I pleafed ; w)iich is quite impradicable here. ^Tis 
very fortunate forme, ^at I had got thc.little Know- 
ledge of Painting that- 1 have ; for, without this, I 
^oul4 h?ve been ip tlje f^me Crfe with fcveral other 



[i] Can^-bf began his Reign in 1660 j h\l^o^r<mgtch'i3t£ fucceeilr 
§d him in 2722 j and his Grandfon Jf^in-lons in 1735. 



FROM CHINA. 87 

Europeans who have been here between Twenty 
and Thirty Years, without being able ever to fet' 
their Feet on any Spot of this delightful Ground, 
There is but one Man here, and that's the Empe- 
ror. All PIcafures are made fpr him alone. This 
charming Place is fcarce ever feen by any body but 
himfelf, his Women, and his Eunuchs. The Princes, 
and other chief Men of the Country, .are rarely ad- 
mitted any further than the Audience-Chambers. Of 
all the Europeans that are here, none ever entered 
this Inclofure, except the Clock-makers and Painters, 
whofe Employments make it neceflary that they 
fhould be admitted every where. The Place ufually 
aiSgned us to paint in, is in one of thofe little Pala- 
ces above mentioned ^ where the Emperor comes to 
fee us work almoft every Day ; fo that we can never 
be abfent. We don't go out of the Bounds of this 
Palace, unlefs what we are to paint cannot be brought 
to us ; and infuch Cafes theycondud us to the Place 
under a large Guard of Eunuchs. We are obliged to 
go quick, and without any Noife ; and huddle and 
Heal along foftly, as if we were going upon fome 
Piece of Mifchief. 'Tis in this Manner that I have 
gone throujgh, and feen, all this beautiful Garden ; 
and entered into the Apartments. The Emperor ufu- 
ally refides here Ten Months in each Year. We are 
about Ten Miles from Pekin. All the Day we are in 
the Garden ; and have a Table furnifhed for us by * 
the Emperor : For theKights, we have bought us a 
Houfe near the Entrance to the Gardens, When the 
£mperor returns to Pekin^ we attend him \ are lodged 
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thett within his Palace ; ud go evoy Eveaing to 

tkt Frenfb Church [i]. 

I think it is high Time both for you and me, thai 
I ihould put an End to this Letter ; which has car-, 
ried me on to a greater Lengtii than I at firft inten- 
ed. I wifli it may give you any Pleafure ; and 
fbould be very glad if it was in my Power to do any 
thing more confiderable, to ihew you the perfeA 
Efteem I have for you. I fball always remember 
you in my Prayers ; and beg you would fometimes 
remember me in yours« I am^ with the greatefl: 
Jlcgard, 

S I R, 

Tour mffi »h$Ment 
ffumbli Strvam^ 

Attiret. 

[j(] Here follows Fourteen or Fifteen Pages in the Originily whicli 

treat only of the Author^s private Af&irsor of the Affairs of the 
Miffion, without any thing relating to the £mpfror*s Gardea % 9Xi^ 
aie t^ienBfore omitted Igr the Traailator. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

TO promote the Sale of this Piece, Mr, 
DoDSLEY was for dedicating it to fom^ 
reigning Toaft ; but it was thought more for 
his Intereft to fend it into the World, with 
the Motto infcribed on the Golden Apple ad- 
judged to Ferns ; for then a Thoufand God- 
defles might feize it as thdr own. 
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D E F O R M I T Y} 

AN 

ESSAY. 

IT is offonjive far a Man to fp^ much of him-* 
feK; aed few can do it wi^ fo ^ood a Grace 
«^ Atnttaigne. I wiih I could % or that I could' 
Ine half fo [tf } eaterlaiiiing or mllrudUve. Mjr Sub-^ 
je^t, however, will be my Apology ; and I am 
fuFC it wili draw na Envy upon 9ie. Bodily De- 
formity is vifible to every Eye ; but the Effefts if 
it are known to very few; intimately known to 
fione, but thofe who feel them ^ and they generally 
are not inclined to reveal them. As therefore lam 
furnifh^4 with the neceffaf y materials, I wiU treat' 
this uncommon Subje6i at large ; and to view it in 
a phal#fG4)hical Light is a Speculation which may 
be u&ful to pe4&ns fo oddly (I will not fay unhap- 
pily) diftinguifb^d ; and perhaps not unentertaining 
to others. 

[a] The MarquJ? of Halifax, in a Letter to CharJei Cotm Efij. 
who tranflated Montaigne* s Eflays, fays. It is the Book in the World, 
with whiQh he is beft entertained \ and that Montgig^ne did. not writt 
for Pralfe^ but to give World a true Figure of himfelf and q€. 
^an^ifld^ 
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I do not pretend to be fo ingenious sls Montaigne ; 
but it is in my Power to be as ingenuous. I may, 
with the fame [b] Nai'vitSy remove the Veil from 
my mental as well as perfonal Imperfections ; and 
expofe them naked to the World. And when I 
have thus anatomized myfelf, I hope my Heart will 
be found found and untainted, and my Intentions 
honeft and fincere. 

[tf] Longinus fays, that Cacilius wrote of the Sub- 
lime in a low Way : on the contrary, Mr, [d] P^e 
calls Longinus " the great Sublime he draws.*' Let 
it be my Ambition to imitate Longinus in Style and 
Sentiment ; and like Cacilius^ to make theie appear 
a Contraft to my Subjeft j to write jof Deformity 
with Beauty ; and by a iiniihed Piece to attone for 
ai| ill«turned Perfon. 

If any Reader imagines, that [/] a Print of me in 
the Frontifpiece of this Work would give him a clear- 
er Idea of the Subjedt ; I have no Obje£tion, provid- 
ed he will be at the Expence of engraving. But, for 
want of it, let him know, that I am fcarce five Feet 
high; that my Back was bentin my Mother's Womb; 
and that in Perfon I refemble Mfip^ the Prince of 

[^J Verth Natve an Expreflion oi Montaight ; and whith Fotttt- 
tulle puts into his iCfputh in his Dialogue with Socrateu 
[c\ In the Beginning of his TreatiCe on the Sublime* 

[d] In his £fl*ay on Criticifm. 

[e] It was a difobliging Stroke to a Lady ; bat it was fald of M*- 
demoifdfe de Gournai, that to vindicate her Honour from Reflexioa^ 
(be need only prefix her Picture to her Book. General Diffionary 
muUr the Word {GQWUii,) 

Orange^ 
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Orange^ Marihal Luxemburg^ Lord Treafurer Salt/' 
iuryj Scarron^ and Mr. Poft ; not to mention 7%fr- 
Jiies and Richard the Third ; whom I do not claim 
as Members. of our Society: [/] the firft being a 
Child of the Poet's Fancy ; the laft mifreprefented by 
Hiftorians, who thought they muft draw the Devil 
in a bad Shape, But I will not (on tfiis Occafion) ac- 
cept of RicbartPs Statue from the Hand of any Hif- 
tprian, or even, of Shakefpiar himfelf ; but only from 
that of his [^] own Biographer, who tells us (and he 
ought to know) that Rigbard was a handfome Man. 

As I have the greateft' Reafon to thank God, that 
I was born in this Ifland, and enjoy the Bleffings of 
his Majefty's Reign ; let me not be unthankful, that 
I was not born in Sparta ! where I had no fooner 
feen the Light, but I fliould have been deprived of it ; 
and have been thrown, as a ufelefs Thing [A], into a 
Cavern by Mount Taygetus / Inhuman Lycurgus ! 
thus to deftroy your own Species ! Surrounded by 
the Innocents, whom you have murdered, may I not 
hauptyou among the Shades below for this Barbarity ? 
That it was ill Policy, the* glorious Lift of Names, 
which J have produced, ir a Proof;, your own Jgc 

[y] Tom mala Tberfiten probibd}at fbrma latere, 
S^uam pulcbra Nireus coftf/>iciendus erat. 

Ov.. Ep. ex Ponto xiii. ver. 4, 
[g] Gearge Buck, Efq. who, in his Hiftory of Richard the Third, 
endeavours ta repr&nt him as a Prince of much better Shape (both 
•f Body and Mind) than he had been generally efteemed. An^ 
Bifhop Nlcoljon calls Buck a more candid Compofer of Annals than 
Sir Tbowat More, See his H'lftorical Library, . 
[^] Sec Plutarch in the Life of Lycfirgus, 

jAaus 
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fil^ifs c^iXtts yoar Maxim; and I hope to coitftite^ 
it tOQ by my own Behaviour. Is the Carcafe the 
better P^ of the Man ? And is it to be valued fay- 
Weight, like that of Cattk iit at Market ? 

JjBJtead of this Lacedem$man Sevepityy thofe^ vAx> 
had the Care cf my In£aicy, feltl into another £x« 
tscme ; and, out of Tendernsfs, tried every Art to^ 
QMredithe Errors of Nature ; but in va4n : fop (as, 
I diiak it iSy Mr. Drydm &ip) 

God did not make his Works for Man to mend* ' 

When tjieyt could not do thai^, diey endeavoured ta 
cofteeal tt^nii ;. and thought me to be afiiamedof my 
pQrfi>% infltead of arming vb^ with true Fortitude to 
diei^ife an^ Ridicule or Contempt of ic This Yas^ 
cattf€4 pie much Uneafinefs in my younger Days ; 
and it required many Years to conquer this; Weak- 
nefs^ of which I.hope now there are but little 
Remiiins kft* This ill. Maoagement gave metoo an. 
infefiera^Is Safli&lnefs ; and although I have pafiiedi 
the Courfe of my whole Life among the better Part 
of Mankind^ I have always felt a ReluAance tcv 
produce a bad Figure, which may be fome Obftruc- 
tion to a Man's Advancement in the World ; but 
an Advantage in reftraining his Fondnefs for it, 

Unrnffi-Jted RefleAions on a Man's Perfon^aDS'hard 

s 

of Digeftion. Men of Underftanding have felt them. 
Even Mr. Pope was not invulnerable in this Part : 
For when the Dunces were foiled by his Writings, 

they 
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they printed a Caricatura of his Figure; and it. is 
evident that this ftung him more than a better An^* 
fwer ; for [/] he ranks it among the mod attrocioiis 
Injuries. I never in my Life received the leaft Af- 
front on this Head from any Gentleman I ever con* 
verfed with ; or from any one who had the leaft Pre- 
teniion to that Name : for I ihould be a Churl in- 
deed, if I efteemed as fuch any little innocent Plea« 
fantry of a Friend, which is rather an Inftance of 
£ncere Kindnefs and AfFedlion ; and I fhould be un« 
fit to fit at Table with him, fhould I refent his Con* 
gratulations on my emerging from an Eclipfe of a 
Surloin of Roaft-beef, or of a Bowl of Punch, that 
fiood between usi. But the Scene changes extremely 
when i get into a Mob, where Infolence grows in 
Proportion, as the Man finks in Condition ; and 
where I can fcarcepafs without hearing fome Affront. 
But am now unmoved with that Scurrility, which 
ufed to affeft me when I was young. The Title of 
Lord I never much valued ; and now I entirely de- 
fpife, and yet they wU^ force it upon me as an Ho* 
nour, which tl^ey have^ Right to beftow, and which 
I have none to refufe. This Abufe is grown into 
fuch a Habit with the Rabble, that ah Irijh Chair« 
man often ufes it, when he a(ks me to take a dhair ; 
and fometimes a Beggar, when he demands an Alms* 

This Difference of Behaviour towards me ha!h 
given me the ftrongeft Idea of the Force of £duca« 

[f] In his EpiftU to Or. Arhuthnatvctr^tit Lines : 
The Morals blackcn'd^ when the Wrltlsgt Tcapt^ 
TheliberdPerfoA, aaddie^'^rV$i^tf/fy IPC. 

Vol. L H , * tion , 
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tipn ; and taught m^ to fet a right yal^e upoji it, Jt 
*ts certainly the Stamp of a Marias Cliarafler : it dif- 
tfBguiflies the bafc from the valuable Metal ; and is 
vt)je Barrier between the Mob ^nd the civilized Part 
. jpf Mankin^. This Ufage hath alfo been a great 
Advantage to me^ for It hath made me (like [k] 
Mfrace) fly from the Vulgar to the Company ai)d 
Converfatton of my fuperiors, where I am fure io 
]>e eafy. I have ever enjoyed it ; and though I wa(^t 
politp Qualities to recommend me, I cannot fay I 
was ever ill received by them. Moreover, thefe 
Abufe^ from my Inferiors often furnifh me with ge- 
nerous Reflexions. I fometimes recoUefi: the £x- 
preffion of Br^utus in Shake/fear , " Your fp^crjs pafs 
** by me as the idle Wind y/hUM I regard aot :" at 
other Times a Saying (I think) of Socrates j *^ Shall 
.*• I be angry if an Afs kick at me ? It is his Nature 
** fo to do [/]." But perfonal Refleftions of this 
kind are almoft unknown among Perfons of high 
Rank. It muft therefore be only a French Romanq?, 
that gave rife to the Report, that our great and glo- 
rious Deliverer once called Luxemburg crooked-back 
Fellow ; who replied, that he could not know th^t 
)ie was Co:t for ^e had never feen hfs Back. 

When^ l?y fomc uncommon Accident, I have been 
drawn into a Country Fair, Cockpit, Bear-garden, 
•r the like riptoi^s A(&mblies, after I have, got from 

1^1 OdI prophanum vulgus, 8c arceo. Od. i. 1. 3. 

[/] I might add swpt)ier Bon Mot ofSccratet'^ when aiked, how he 
CDuld bear the Noife ^nd iU-iQanners of Xantifi^, he replied^ They 
that live in a trading Street are QOt difturheS at the PaAage of Carts. 
Set the Spe^tor, i^e* 47^* 

tbem 
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^ksnp, I hay:e -Mt ^he Pk^re of one c^c2]^ed frosi^ 
4he Danger cif « W^rc^pk: $ for all the Time I aii 

prefent, I coafi^e^ mj^felf 9$ Jiable to Affiroi^t, wi^h^ 
HDut a Powfer ^ ^Kving ^y |t;efenttnent ; yfhick 
^ould expofe fie <to ten-fc^d ^idkule^ No^iim I 
formed for a Mafquerade ; wh^f^ &cb a .Figure 
Would fooii be difcovered ; ilor efcape Abufe from 
^he iower Cla&, whom the -Ms^fk iiptroduires ^o their 
Setters ; and whei!& aU uidulge a giresilter Liberty 
of 3ehayigur» 

I alwayj^ bad sMu AvQijipil i^i fhy Childhood t^ 
pancing-qriafiers ;.«^d ftudied-aH Evafions to avoid 
their Le^^s, pHb^^hey W€^ forced upon me ; fot^ 
i was ever cofiJiciou6 to myfelf, what an untoward 
Subject they had to wcM'Ic on* 1 carried this a little 
too fzr ^ aad baye Sometimes wiihed I had facrificed 
9, little more to the <7races* The Negle£l of ibis 
has left behind it an Aui^wardnefe in fome Part of 
Iny outward Gefture and Behaviour; and I am fcti' 
fible^ that I might, by Care and Habit, have cor-* 
reSttd fome Things now grown inveterate 5 and 
that, from a natural Dillike to Trifles^ I neglected 
fome Forms too much. 

Bodily Deformity is v^ry rai'e } and therefore a 
Fcrfo9 fo diijbingulflled muft naturally think, that he 
has had ill luck in a Lottery, where there are above 
athoufand Prizes to one Blank. Among 558 Gen-* 
tletnen in ithe jEfoufe of Commons^ I am the only 
jone that is fo. Thanks to my worthy Confiituents^ 
Vho hcvcr objected to my Perfon, and I hope never 
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4to give them caufe to objcft to my Behaviour. The jr 
are not like a venal Borough, of which there goes 
% Story ; that) though they never took Exceptions 
to any Man's Character, who came up to their 
Price ; yet they once rejefted the beft Bidder, be- 
caufe he was a Negroe. 

I never was, nor ever will be, a Member of the 
[/«] Ugly Club ; and I would advife thofe Gentle* 
men to meet no more ; For though they may be it 
very ingenious and facetious Soceity ; yet it draWs 
the Eyes of the World too much upon them, and 
theirs too much from the World, For who would 
choofe to be always looki ng at bad PiSuires, wheil 
there is fo great a Colledion to be met with of good 
ones, efpecially among the Fair Sex ; who, if they 
will not admit them to be Intimates, will permit 
them to be diftant Admirers. When deformed Per- 
fons appear together, it doubles the Ridicule, be- 
caufe of the Similitude ; as it does, when they are 
fcen with very large Perfons, becaufe of the Con- 
traft. Let them therefore call A£nerva to their 
Aid in both Gafes% 

There are many Great and Tall Men, with whom 
I (hall always efteem it an Honour to converfe j and 
though their Eyes are placed in a much higher Par- 
allel, they take care never to overlook me ; and are 
always concerned, if, by Chance, they happen to 
ftrike my Hat with their Elbow. When ftanding 
or walking, we indeed find fome DifEculty in the 

[w] Spcft«tor, Numb. 17. 
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Converfatlon ; for (jiey are obliged to ftoop down». 
as in fearcb of a Pin, while I am looking up, as 
if taking the Height of a Star with a Quadrant. 
And I owA I fometimes ufe a little Policy, that the 
Contrail may not be too remarkable. 

General 0. is Brother in Blood and in Worth to 
one of the greateft and beft Men of the Age; and 
a brave Spirit is lodged in a large Perfon. The Man, 
who ftood intrepid by his Majefty's Side in the glori* 
ous Dzy of Dittinginy and afterwards by that of his 
Royal Highnefs in the more unfortunate one of Fen- 
tenayy is now placed at the Head of a Troop of 
Horfe Grenadiers, tQ guard that Prince, whom he 
hath fo long and iaithfuUy ferved. I have th^ Ho- 
nour to be well kown to him % land I once accident- 
ally accompanied hicfi to fee the Horfes of his Troop. 
I never was more humbled, thkn when I walked 
with him among his tall Men, made ftill taller by 
their Caps« I feemed to myfelf a Worm and no 
Man ; and could not but inwardly grieve, that, 
when I had the fame Inclination to the Service of 
my Country and Prince, I wanted their Strength 
to perform it.<«-As a Member of the Houfeof Com- 
'monsy I fometimes ufe the Precaution to place 
myfelf at fome Diftance from the Genera], though 
I am commonly of the fame Side of the Houfe. 

Lord 2>. is another brave Officer at the Head of 

« 

one of his Majefty's Troops of Guards ; one of the 
talleft of his Subjeds ; an ancient Peer ; an able Se* 
nator \ and (what is much to the Honour of any 

H 3 Peer) 



Peer y a uftfuV Ma^Mfcrate in' the Gotthty; I airi- aT, 
ifrays' pi'oud' of meeting Kw LordHji^ at tWe Qaartec- ; 
S^ffions^ V l>irt I always take Care to have tHe Chair- 
ifmh at le^ between^ isfoii the Betrdy,- th^fitiiiay 
not be too vifibleto thtrCmintyy, ti^lfeit^ ak prod? groUsr 
Plfparitjr there is in eycry Refpcft between us. 

•' Bui I WllF rtow'cfivrdfc my iPext^ in 6Wer td drf^ 
pufi it more tftoroaghly ;• and wilt ctamfidfer the n3(- 
t»ra!' epniecfuencei of Bbdily Def6i*flrity ; firff , ho\«t 
iI'dfftftS' the otrtwatd Ci^uttrflances-j anAlaftlyj^ 
v*at Turriit givestotfheMindv ' *. 
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. It i^ certain, that the fitnftstn^ FraieAe, Wm^v^vpif 
^ and dil^yroportiokte^, i^ leflened \k Strength^ and' 
A^^iyitf'l aftd r^nkferfedi lefs fi^ for ^s FiMididrts. 
ScarrojkhsA idventedatt^Efigine to tkke off dis'Ilat $ 
and I wiii I couidt invr^nt one to buek^te my Shoe', or*' 
tEy.take Up a TWftg fiKiWt the Groun^y which I <^ait 
fearce do vi^i^ehWuif kneieltftg'; few I can bend my -Body 
nt> farther than it i& Imm by Natnre. For this Rea-^ 
fon, >w*en Ladi^^ difOp a. Fan or Gloye, I am not 
t&e fi?ft |o takfe it up'} and often reftrairt my In- 
ciinatioO'to perib^tit thofe little Services, rather ihttn- 
eKpofe my Spider-l>ke Shape. And I bope it wilt 
not be conftr^e(l aa Pride, if I do not a^vraya rife 
from my Seafl wfeen I cuight 5 for if it is lowi I MA* 
fome Trouble in it ; and my Center of Gravity is fa 
ill placed, that I am often like to fall back. Things. 
Ranging within the Reach of otSiers, are out of mine. 
And what they can execate v^^ith Eafe^ \ want- 
g^iength to pdi^form. I ^19 i|i £)aj(i^e# cf bein^.. 

tramplel 
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trampled upon or ftifled in a CMwd;' where my* ' 
Back is a cbhvefrfidnt Lodgnf^efit fbr the Elbo^ of 
any tall Pdrfon that is near. I cart fte ndthliig • and ' 
mf whole Entpfbyment is to guard my " Perfon. I 
hiirt forbom toitteftd his Majfefty fri the Houfe of * 
Peers, fiiice I was likb to ht fqu^etcd to death there 
againft the WaH/ I would wiffingly come thithet ' 
v/iitti HisMajeftyxommartds, but he is too gracious ^ 
to'expeft ImpoffibTlJties. Befides, when 1 g«t In, f ' 
can nevet- haV6 thtPIeafttre of fteing, on the Throne, 
o Ae* of the bdff PHnces who. ever fat dn it. Thefe ' 
and many ofhers itie the Inconveniences continually 
^rtendfng a Figure like mine. T^hey may Appear gric- 
vdu"^ to ^Pdrfdjts not tffed to theni ; but they grow 
eafier by HaMt i and though they may 2f little difturb, 
tHeVare notYufficfent todeftroy the Happinefs 6f 
tire ; of which, at an Average; I have enjoyed^ as . 
gf^at a Share as ^oft Men. And perhaps one 
PVoof of it may be friy writingtKis Efliy ; not intend^ 
ed as a Complairit againft Providence for my Lot, but 
as aft innocent Amufement to inyfelf and others, 

I cannot tell what Effeft Deformity may have on 
the Health ; but it is natural ta imagine, that as the 
inward Parts of the Body muft, in fome meafure^ 
cxmply with the outward Mould ; the Form of thc^ 
^ latter being irregular,' the firft cannot he fo wel-P 
placed and difpofed to perform their Funf^ons ; aiid 
that generally deformed Perfons would not be health^ 
or long-lived. But this is a Queftion beft deter- 
mined by Faflts ; and in this Cafe the Inftanccs ard 
too f^Wj or unoHerved, to. draw a general Conelu-^ 

H4 fiott 
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fion trom them« And Health is^ more than is com' , 
monly thought, in a Man's own Power ; and the 
Reward of Temperance, more than the EffeA of 
Conftitution i which makes it ftill more difficult to 
I pafs a Judgment, ^fop could not be young when 
he died ; and might have lived longer, if he had not 
not been murdered at Delphi, The Prince of Orange 
fcarce paiTed the Meridian of Life ; and the Duke . 
of Ltneetnburgh died about the Age of fixty.feven. 
The Lord Trcafurer 5«r/W^A (the Honour of whofe 
Company I claim on the Authority of [«] OJborn) . 
lived to fcventy-cight ; but his Son the Earl of 5^- 
lijhury^ who died about fifteen Years after him, could 
not reach near that Age. I have heard (but know 
. not if it is true) that Mr. Pope's Father was deform- 
ed, and he lived to feventy-iive ; whereas the Son 
died in middle Age ; if he may be faid to die, whofc 
Works are immortal. My Father was not deform- 
ed, but a£live, and my Mother a celebrated Beauty ; 
and I that am fo unlike them, have lived to a great- 
er Age 'y and daily fee my Acquaintance, of afironger 
Frame, quitting the Stage before me. 

But I leave it to better Naturalifts to determine, 
whether Deformity, abftraAedly confidered, is preju* 
dlcial to Health 5 for in its Confequences, I believe, 
it is moft commonly an Advantage. Deformed Per- 
fons have a lefs Share of Strength than others, and 
therefore fhould naturally be more careful to prefervc 
it ; and as Temperance is the great Prefervative of 
Health, it may incline them to be more temperate. 

fii] S«e Hiftorica] MemQirs of ^Srixahetb, by Francii QJhm'EJf^* 

I have 



AN E S5 A ¥• i©5 

I have Reafon to think that my own weak Frame and 
Conftitution have prolonged my Life to this prcfent 
Date. But I fhould irapofe upon my Reader^ and 
affront Heaven, if I afcribed that to Virtue, which 
took its Rife from Neceffity. Being of a confump- 
tiye Difpofition, I was alarmed, when young, with 
frequent fpitting of Blood ; this made me abftain 
from Wine, and all ftrong Liquors, which I have 
now done for near thirty Years. . But 

(Incidit in Scyltam cupiens vitare Catybdim.) 

By this I fell into another Misfortune ; and the Stone 
was the Confequence of my drinking raw Water; 
but Care and Perfeverance, with Abftinence, have fo ' 
far fubdued that Diftemper, that at prefent it is but 
little Interruption to my Eafe or Happinefs. And 
weak as I am, I daily fee many dying before mc, 
who were defigned by Nature for a much longer 
Life. And I cannot but lament that the Genera- 
lity of Mankind fo wantonly throw away Health 
(without which {o} Life is not Life) when it is fo 
much in their own Power to preferve it. If every 
Virtue in its Confequence is its own Reward, Tem- 
perance is eminently fo ; and every one immediately 
feels its good Effefl. And I am perfuaded that many 
might arrive at Cornaro^s Age, if they did but follow 
his Example. On thinking upon this Subje<Si:, I 
have adopted many Maxims, which to the World 
will feem Paradoxes ; as certain true Geographical 
Theorems do to thofe, who are unacquainted with 

[p] Ngnefi vlvere,fed valfre, v»Vtf«— — ^iart* 1* vi. Bp. yo. 

the 
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tRe GidbU ' I hold as ArtfeTe^ of Faith (but ^jfixch 
may Bfe condemned W tt^refies .in ixiariy a General 
Cpunjrfl aflembled about i large T^fe) that th^ 
fiiiaTleft Liquors are Beft' : ' That thete never was a 
gQod'Bowl of Punch J . nor a'good" Bottle of Cham- . 
paigu, .Burgundy, or Claret : That the beft Dinner 
is one pffli; That ^ri Entertainment grows' worfe 
in propoftTon as the Number of Difties inci^eafe ; 
That a Faft is tetter Ttlian a Lord Mayor's P'eaft : ' 
That^ nc^ Conn^^iffeuir ever widerftood good- Eating : 
That no Mihifter of State or Ambaffador ever gave 
zcgpoi Ehtigrtammeftfe : NbiKing evc;r fat dpwii tcc . 
agoodT^le:^ And' thttthc Pe^fant fares better 
tton tbt Prmce^ ^f, Bcmg iafpired with fuch Sen*;* 
timdn^i what Wondep is it, if I fometiimes break 
ofat Alto, fuch Ejatulatidns, O Tempfera«fefTh6u 
Goddcfs'mbft woithytor be.i^dored t Thou Patl-o-. 
nrfs^ of Hfeakh ! Thoa- Proteijlox oF Bcautji ! Thoii 
Prolonger of Life! Th^i* Infiirer l)f PJeafure!* 
Thbu Promoterof Buftaefs ! Thdu Guardfah of the 
Pa-fofi I TJfeouf Pr^f^rvcr .of the Underftanding ! 
Tfhott Parent of every Jnt^Hedlual Improvementj^ 
fMid of every mdjral Virtue ! 

■Another great Prefecvadve o( Health is, moderate 
paoctcife ; M^hich few deformed Perfons can want 
Strength to pferform^ I ever chofe long Journies, 
jmd they have been fatiguing to nie ; but I never 
fbund myfelf worfe for Fatigue, And (before I was^ 
troubled with the Stone) I have, on Occafton, rode 
fifty Miles in a Day ; or walked near Twenty. And, 
though now flow in my Motions, I cap be oxi my 

Feet 
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f eef the greateff Part of the Day ; and cannot b6' 
faid to lead a fedcntary Life. 'As a deformed Perfoh'' ' 
is not formed for violent E^^ercife, he is lefs liablejto 
fuch Dlforders as are the natural Corifequeiice of h^ 
He wiU alfo efcape'many Accide|its,ft) which Men 
oF athletic Make, aAd who glory in their Strertgth, ' 
are always expofing themfelves to make Trial and- 
F^oof of it. If he cannot carry an Ox, like MiU^' 
he wil! not, like Mloy be Hahd-ciifFed in the Oafe' 
by attempting to rend it. He wilt not be th^ Man; 
tnat fliall ride frorii London (o tori in a Day,, or tq ' 
tt^indfor in an Hour for a Wager ; or that ffid? be 
perpetually performing furprififtg long Journies; in ^^ 
iafpTifing fhort Tim6^ for nd earthly Bufinefs, buf 
the Pleifure of relating them, fconfcious of his owrf 
Weaknefs, he will be cautious of running into Places 
or Occafions of Danger. I deny myfclf fonie En-t 
tertainmehts* rather than venture into a Crowd, 
knowing how unequal! am to Struggle in it ; and' 
|f any fudden Quarrel jfhpuld arife,how ill I am qua- 
lified for fuch an Encounter. One Blow from a' 
iildck or Broughion would infellibly confign me over 
id Charon, Nature too calls on deformed Perfons tq 
bb careful not to offer fuch Affronts, as may call them 
forth into the Field of falfe Honour, where they part 
not acquit themfelves well for want of jtrength zn^ 
Agility ; and they are fepurer from fuch Affront^ 
themfelves ; fince others will confider the little Cre^ 
dit they will gain, by compelling them to appear on 
that Scene. On the whole I conclude, thtit Defor*^ 
ipity i§ a Prote<Siott }o a ^my Health ai|d Perfoji \ 

Which 
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lyliich (ftrange as it may appear) are better defends 
ed by Feeblenefs than Strength. 

Let mc now confider the Influence of Bodily De- 
formity on a Man's Fortune. Among the lower 
Clafs, he is cut off from many Profeffions and Em- 
ployments. He cannot be a Soldier, he is under 
Standard ; he cannot be a Sailor, he wants Activity 
to climb the Rigging) he cannot be a Chairman or 
Porter, he wants Strength to bear the Burthen^ In 
higher Life, he is ill qualified for a Lawyer^ he can 
fcarce be feen over the Bar ; for a Divine, he may 
dropfrom his Haflbck out of Sight in his Pulpit. 
The Improvement of his Mind is his proper Province, 
and his Bufmefs onlj fuch as depends on Ingenuity. 
If he cannot be a Dancing-mafter to adj uft the Heels, 
he may. be a School-mafter to inftruft the Head. He , 
cannot be a graceful A£lor on the Stage ; but he 
may produce a good Play. He would appear ill as 
a Herald in a Proceffion ; but may pafs as a Mer- 
chant on the Exchange. He cannot undergo the 
Fatigue of the Campaign ; but he may advife the 
Qpcrations of it. He is defigned by Nature, rather 
to fleep on ParnaJfuSy than to defcend on the Plains . 
of E Us. He cannot be crowned at the Olympic 
Games ; but may be the Pindar to celebrate them. 
He can acquire no Glory by the Sword ; but he 
may by the Pen ; and may grow famous by only 
relating thofc Exploits, which arc beyond his Power 
t^ imitate. 

Lord Bacon (that cxtenfive and penetrating Ge- 
nius, who pointed out every Part of Nature for Ex- 
amination) 
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amination) in his Eflay on Deformity fays, ** that, 
in their Superiors, it quencheth Jealoufy towards 
them, as Perfons that they think they may at 
Pleafurc defpife 5 and it layeth their Competitors 
'•' and Emulators afleep, as never believing they 
♦* Ihould be in a Poffibility of Advancement, till 
** they fee them in Poffeffion.'* But it is much to be 
doubted, whether this is not more than connterbal- 
lanced by the Contempt of the World, which it re- 
quires no mean Parts to conquer. For if (as I have 
fomewhere read) a good Perfon is a Letter of Re* 
commendation. Deformity muft be an Obftrutflion 
in the Way to Favour. In this refpefl, therefore, 
deformed Perfons fet out in the World to a Difad- 
vantage, and they muft firft furmount the Prejudiced 
of Mankind before they can be upon a Par with 
others. And muft obtain, by a Courfe of Behaviour, 
that Regard, which is paid to Beauty at firft Sight. 
When this Point is once gained, the Tables are 
turned, and then the Game goes in their Favour ^ 
for others, fenfible of their Injuftice.to them, n* 
fooner find them better than they expected, than they 
believe them better than they arc ; whereas in the 
beautiful Perfon, they fometimes find themfelves im- 
pofed upon, and are angty.that they have worfliipped 
only a painted Idol. For (agaip take Lord Bacon's 
Words) [p] *' neither is it almoft fecn, that very 
•' beautiful Perfons are otherwife of great Virtue : 
•* they prove accomplifhed, but not of great Spirit; 
and ftudy rather Behaviour than Virtue. Whereai^ 
[^] deformed Perfons, if they be of Spirit, wild free 






If] Hit Eflay on Beauty. [y] His Effay ob Deformity. 
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V themfelves from Scorn^ which mufl be either B^ 
'^ Virtue or Malice ; and therefore let it not Wi 
" iiiarvelled^ if they fometimes prove excellent Per*- 
** fohs^ as was Agefilaus^ Zanger the Son of SoUfnak^ 
** £fop^ Gafea Prefldent of Peru ; and Socrates may 
'^^ likewife go arhongft them, with others." Nay^ 
he fays, " in a grqat Wit Deformity is ^n Advan- 
*' tage to Rifing," A-nd [g] in another Fait of hi$ 
Worke^ '* that they, who, by Ac<iident, have fomei 
*' inevitable and indelible Mark on their Peribns or 
*' Fortunes, as deformed Perfons, Baftards, £2fr. if 
" they vr^nt not Virtue, generally proycfojrtunate/' 

. * ■ - » " ' 

OficrHp in his Hlfioricfli Memoirs of^eeH Elizar 
l^ethy informs, us, that'^flie chofethe.goodlieft Per- 
*' fons for her Houfe^old Servants ; but in her C0117 
•* fellors 4id not put by Sufficiency, though accom-^ 
*' panied with a crooked Perfon ; as it chanced in a 
** [r] Father and a Sort of the Cecilsy both incom- 
** parable for Prudence/* It is well known th? 
Queen would make the Father \Burleigh) fit in her 
*Pfefence j tellirlg him^ that (he did not ufe him for 
his Legs but Head. But the Son (afterwards Lord 
*rreafurer and Ekri of Salijbufy) Was not fo civilly 
treatjcd by the P.opujace j and is an Inftance, not only 
that Envy puifues a great Man j but that the higheft 
Poft cannot redeepi a deformed one from Contempt ; 
it attends him like his Shadow^ and like that too i§ 
ever reminding him of his ill Figure^ which is often 

{^] De Augmen$ii SckntHtrum, 1. viii. c. %^ 

£rj I fuppofe what Catahden fays of Lord Burleigb^t comely anfl 
pha£]ig Afpc^, relates to bis Countenance only 

obje&ed 
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A)bje^ed for want of real Crimes. For tbe fame 
Writer [5] fays of the fame great Man ; ** that the 
*' Misfortunes accompanying him from his Birth did 
** not a little add to that Cloud of DetraSion, that 
** fell upon all that he faid or did 5 a M11I6I in Na* 
•* tare, like an Optick Speftadc, multiplying much 
« in the Sight of the People the Apparitions of 111/* 
Nor wi^s this Contempt buried with him : it tram- 
pled on his Aflies, and infulted his Grave ; 36 ap- 
jpears by an Epitaph, which Oflorn cites, as void' of 
Wit, as it is full of Scurrility ; in one Line of which 
there is an Epithet^ not fo elegant, as defcriptiye 
of his Perfon, viz* *' Little B9Jive Robin, that was 

fo great." ' ^ 

» 

Such Contempt in general, joined with the Ridi- 
cule of the Vulgar, is another certain Confequence 
pf bodily Deformity. Eor Men naturally defpife 
what appears lefs beautiful or ufeful j and their Pridd 
is gratified, when they fee fudi Foils to their own 
Perfons. It is this Stnfe of Superiority, which U 
teftified by Laughter in the lower Sort ; while their 
Better^, who know ho\y little any Man whatfoever 
hath, to boaft of, are reftrained by good Senfean'd- 
cood Breeding from fuch an Infult. But it is n6t 
eafy to fay why one Species of Deformity Ihould b« 
more ridiculous than another, or why the Mot> 
ihould be more merry with a crooked Man, than one 
that is d^af, lame, fquinting, or purblind. Of why 
ihould th^y back-bite me ( if I may ufe tbe Expreitton) 
to my Faoc,^2md «ot laugh at my Face itfcif (or be* 
ing harrowed by the SmallTox ? It is a B^ck in 

[1] Hiftorkal M;{9(»rs of King Jama* 

Alto 
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Alto Relievo that bears all the Ridicule ; though 
one would think a prominent Belly a more reafon- 
able Obje£^ of it ; fince the laft is generally the £f- 
fcSt of Intemperance, and of a Man's own Creati- 
on. Socrates was ugly, but not contemned ; and 
[/] Pbilopoemen of very mean Appearance, and 
though contemned on that Account, not ridiculed ; 
for [u] Montaigne fays, ** ill Features are but a fu- 
*• perficial Uglinefs, and of little Certainty in the 
** Opinion of Men ; but a. Deformity of Limbs is 
•* more fubftantial, and flrikes deeper in." As it 
is more uncommon, it is more remarkable ; and 
that, perhaps, is the true Reafon, why it is more 
ridiculed by the Vulgar. 

Since this is the Cafe, I appeal to my Fraternity, 
whether it is not found Policy to ufe Stratagem to 
, guard againft their Attacks as much as may be ; a^d, 
iince they are deceived by outward Appearances, to 
call in the Aid of the Taylor, to prefent them with 
better Shapes than Nature has beftowed. Againft 
fo unfair an Adverfary fuch Fraud is juftifiable; 
though I do not approve of It in general. When I 
was a Child, I was drawn like a Cupid, with a Bow 
and Arrow in my Hands, and a Quiver on my 
Shoulder ; I afterwards thogght this an Abufe, which 
ought to be correfted j and when t fat for my Pifture^ 

[f] Coming to an Ina, where ht was expelled, before hit Atten- 
dants, the Miftrefs of the Houfe, feeing a plain Perfon^ of very- mean 
. Afpe^y ordered him to afiift in getting things reaAy for Pbilof«men, 
His Attendaau finding hifli#»«inployedy he told them^ he was the9 
paying the Tribute of his Uglinaft, Plutarch. 

[v] In his Effay OD Phyfiognom'y* 

fome 
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fome Years ago, 1 infifted on being drawn as I auj^ 
and that the ftrong Marks of the Small Pox might 
appear in my Face * for I did not dhoofe to colour 
over a Lye. The Painter faid, he never was al- 
lowed fuch Liberty before ; and I advifed him, if he 
hoped to be in vogue, never to aflfume it again : for 
Flatterers fucceed beft in the World j and of Flat- 
terers, Painters are the lead: liable to be dete£ted 
by thofe they flatter. • Nor are the Ladies the only 
Perfons concerned for their Looks'* «' [*] Alexander 
< chofe to have his Pidlure drawn by Apelksj and 

* his Statue formed by Lyjippus* And the Spartan 

* AgeJUaus (confciousof his ill Figure) would never 
' fuffer any Pifture or Statue of him to be taken« 

* He was one of the moft cotliiderable Perfons of his 

* Age both for civil and military Virtues, infomuch 

* that he juftly acquired the Appellation oi Agefilaus 
^ the Great* JSut though Nature had been uncom- 
' monly liberal to him in the noble endowments of 

* the Mind, (he had treated him very unfavourably 

* in thofe of the Body. He was remarkably loW df 
' Stature ; had one Leg ihorter than the other ; and 

* fo very defpicable a Countenance, that he never 
' failed of raiiing Contempt in thofe, who were un* 
' acquainted with his moral and intelledtual ExceU 

* lencies. ,It is no wonder therefore, that he was 

* uflwilling to be delivered down tp Pofterity under 
' the Difadvantages of fo unpromifing a Figure." I 

[x] £di£lo vetoit^ ne quis fc, praeter Apellcn, 
Pingerct, aut zKos Lyfippo duceret sra 
Fortis Alexandri vultum iimultntia.-i^^ori £/. it It S« 

See too CkerQ*s celebrated £piftle to Luiceiut* - 

Vol, J, I have 
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have given the [y2 Words of a late very elegant Tran- 
flation of Cicero's Letters. — On the whole, I could 
wifh, that Mankind would be more candid and 
. friendly with us ; and inftead of ridiculing a diftorted 
Perfon, would rally the Irregularities of the Mind, 
which, generally, are as vifible as thofe of the Per- 
fon ; but, being more common, they pafs with little 
Notice as well in high as low Life, [«] Macenas 
would laugh at any Irregularity in Horace's Drefs, 
but not at any Caprice in his Behaviour, becaufe it 
was common and fafhionable ; fo a Man's Perfon, 
which is the Drefs of his Soul, only is ridiculed, 
while the vicious Qualities of it efcape.— Let me add, 
that if ridiculing another's Perfon is in no cafe to be 
, juftified, the ill Treatment of it muft be highly cri- 
, minal : what then muft we think of Bajbus^ a Ro~ 
man Qiiaeftor in Spain,, who wantonly expofcd to 
wild Beafts a certain noted Auctioneer at Seville^ for 
no otb,er Reafon, but becaufe he was deformed. This 
is related in a [tf] Letter to Cicero by JJinius PoUioy 
the moft accompliflied Gentleman of that Age ; who 
calls Balbus a Monfter for this and other Ads of Bar- 

[yl From the Tranflation, and Notes, of the Epiftlc I haTC 
mentioned. 

[x'\ Si curtatus inxqi\ali tonfore capiUos 

Occurrit, rides ; fi forte fubucula pexae ' 

Trita fubiefl tunica;, vel fi toga diflidet impar. 

Rides ; quid, mea cum pugnat fententia fecum ? 

Quod petiit, fpernit 5 repetit quod nuper omifit ? 

/Bfluat, et vitae difconvenit ordine toto ? '' 

Diruit, apdificat, mutat qu<idrata rotundis ? 

Infanire putas folennia me ; neque rides. 
[a\ The 7th of the 15th Book in the Tranflation ■ the 23d 
•f the loth in the Original. 

barity. 
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h2Lnty, I am glad he has preferved the Memory of 
this poor Man^ whom There coniecrate to Fame ; 
and place foremoft in thegloriousLiftof our Martyrs* 

I will noi^ follow Lord Bacon as my Guide, in 
tracing otit fucfa Paflions and AfFedions^ as moft na*» 
turally refult from Deformity : for he fays," There 
*' certainly is a Confent between the Body and the 
** Mind 5 and where Nature erreth in the one, flie 
** ventureth in the other j and therefore Defon^ity 
^^ may be beft cenfider^d, in this refpedt, as a Caufe 
•* which feldom fails of the Effed, and not as a 
*' Sign, which is more deceivable ; for a? there is 
** an Kleftion in Man touching the Frame of his 
** Mind, the Stars lof natural Inclination are fome^ 
** timeseclrpfed by^the Sun of Difciplihe and Virtue." 

He begins with faying, that *' defc^-med Perfons 
«' are commoftly even with Nature ; for as Nature 
** hath done ill by them, fo do they by Nature, be- 
«< ing for the riioft Part (as the Scripture fzith) void 
*« of natural AffeStion.*" I Caii neither find out this 
Paffage in Scripture, nor the Reafon of it ; nor can 
I give my Affent or Negative to a Propofition, till I 
am well acquainted , with the Terms of it. If by na- 
tural Affeftion is here meant univerfal Benevolence^ 
and Deformity neceflarily implies a Want of it^ a 
deformed Perfon muft then be a complete Monfter. 
But however common the Cafe may be, my own 
Senfations inform me, that it is not univerfally true. 
If, by natural AfFedion^ \% meant a partial Regard 
for Individuals ; I believe the Remark is judicious, 

I Z and 
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tni fotmded in human Nature. Deformed Perlbus 
^re deipifed, rixlicaled, and ill-treaied by others ; are 
feldtai.Favouirices, and ooknmonly moft negle&ed bjr 
Parents, Guardians, and Relations ; and therefore, 
as they arfe not indebted far 'much Fondnefs, it is no 
Utronder if they n^ay but di fitk* It is the Command 
of Scrlp/ture, thtJofet mir atfeifions on Things below : 
it is'thie ¥oiceidf Keofotk, fiot to (overvalue what^re 
fritift/foon <part wteht; and therefore, to be (o fond of 
others as. not to -be able to iiear the Abfence, or to 
'fiirviVe then^is neftliera rdigiotts nor moral ^uty; 
bat a-childjfli and iroma»i3i WeaScnefs : And I muft 
congiatahte defomsed Petfons, iwiio, by E^cample, 
sre early.Ttaught acnodier Leflbn. And I will now lay 
^pen my own Hea^ to the Reader, that he may 
judige^if liOTjd £(7rtfif^^3oritian is veartfied mme. 

1 ii6pt f t prdcbeds tioTt from a MdHgnity of Heart ; 
{>ut I never am much i^eded with the common Ac«> 
cidcntsof Life, wh^thertbey hefeU myfelf or others^ 
I am Kttle moved when I hear of Deaths Lofs^ or 
Misfortune ; { think the Cafe is common, 

,(1^]' TrltuSf '& e medio fafiuna duSfus acerv^:) 

• 

Ajibd as It is always likely tor happen, I zm not fur* 
prifed when it does. If I jfee a Perfon cry or beat his 
Bread: on any &ich Occafion, I cannot beaf him 
Company, but am not a Dtmocritus to laugh at hi* 
Folly. I read of ^ Battels and Fields covered with 
Slain ; of Cities deftroyed by Sword, Famine, Pfefti- 
lence, and Earthquake ; I do not 0ied a Tear : I 

[if] Juv. Sat. xiiif 

fuppofic 
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fuppofe it is, becaufe they are tjie ufiial Stotrms, to 
which the Human Species are vexpofed, proceeding 
from the j}ift Judgn^ents of God, or the miftaken 
aful fel^ Principles of Rulers* I read of Perfecuti- 
ons. Tortures, Murders, Mafiacres*, my Com- 
poffion for the Sufierers are great, but my Tears acQ 
flopped by Refentment add Indignation againft the 
Contrivers aiid Perpetrators of fuch horrid A&ions. 
But there are many Things that bruig Tears into 
my Eyes, whether I will or no*; and when I reflect, 
I am often at a lofs in (earching out the fecret Source 
from whence they ffow. What makes me weep 
(for weep I do) when I read of Virtue or Innocence 
in Diftrefs ; of a good Man helplefs and forfaken, 
unmoved by the greateft Infults and Cruelties ; or 
couragcoufly fupporting himielf againft OppreiBon in 
the Article of Death ? I fuppofe it is, to fee Vice 
triumphant, and Virtue fo i]l rewarded in this Life* 
May I judge by myfelf, I fhould imagine, that few ' 
fincere Chriftians could^ i^ead the Sufferings of their 
Saviour, or Englijhmjtn thofe of a Cranmit^ Ridley^ 
or Latimer^ <. without Tears ; the Rrft dying to efta* 
blifh his Religion, the laft to refcue it fropi Corrupt 
tion. Whea I read of [^ ] Regulus returning to Tor** 

£c] Donee labauUes confiUo patres 
Firmaret auj£tor nuiKnuam alias dato 
Inter<}«ie m«rentcs amicot 

Egregius properaret exul. > 

At^ui fciebat quae iibi barbaros 

Tortor pararet : tamea 

pimovit obftantes propinquos, 
£tpoptthim reditos morantem^ 

Hon Od. Tt !. 3« 

1 3 mcnf. 
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ment, and [d} John of France to Imprifonment^ 
againft the Perfuafion of Friends, to keep Faith with 
their Enemies ; I weep to think, there is fcarce an-^ 
other Inftance of fuch exalted Virtue. Thofc who 
often hear me read, know,vthat my Voice changes, 
and my Eyes are full, when I meet with a genergus 
and heroic Saying, Action, or Character, efpecially 
of Perfons, whofe Example or Commaiid may in- 
fluence Mankinds I weep when I hear a [e] Titus 
fay. That be had loft the Day in which he did aq 
Good. When [f] Adrian tells his Enemy, That 
he had efcaped by his being Emperor ; or [g] Lewis 
XII. That he i$ npt to revenge the A^ront of the 
Duke of Orleans^ Thefe arc the^firft Inftances that 
happen to occur to me : 1 might fecolle£l many, too 
many to infert in this EflTay ; yet all are but few, com«- 
pared to Inftances of Cruelty and Revei^ge : perhaps 
I am concerned that they are fo rare ; perhaps too I 
inwardly grieve that I am npt in a Situation to do the 
like. I am entertained but not moved, when I read 
Voltaire's Hiftory of Charles XII. but I melt into 
Tears on reading Hanwafs Character of his Anta- 
gonift Peter the Great. The firft is the Story of Z 
Madman^ the other of a Father, Friend, and Bene-* 

[</] En vain fes Miniftres & ies plus confiderablet Seigneurs da Roy- 
Hume firenc tous leurs efiorts, pour le faire changer de refolution. 11 
repondoit I fout ce qa*on lui difoitfla-deiTuSy que quand la bonne foy 
feroit banni^ du refte da monde, il falloit qu^on la trouvat tofijourt 
dans la bouche des Bois. Hiftore de France par le P, G, panieL 

[f] Rccordatps qpondapi fviper coenam, quod nihil cuiquam toto die 
prsflitinet, memorabilem illam meritoque laudatam Ibc^ edidit; 
Amzci, Diem pe^didi.— ^-^Suetonii^s, 

[/] Ecbard'^ Roman Hliior^. 

if;} Mc«?r*i> & D^icl. 
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fa6lor of his People; whofe Charafter fas the Au- 
thor obferves in the Conclufion of it) will command 
the Admiratioa of all fucceeding Generations ; and 
I fuppofe I lament, that God is pleafed to advance to 
Roy^ty fo few fuch Inftruments of Good to Man- 
kind. Harry IV. oi France had every Quality to 
make a Prince amiable : Courage, Humanity, Cle- 
mency, Generofity, Affability, Politenefs ; his Be- 
haviour on every Occafion is charming; and I can- 
not read the Account of him, given us by his Prime 
Minifter {Sully) without Emotion. I do not wonder, 
if what is reported is true ; that [ib] at leaft fifty Per- 
fons have written his Hiftory ; and that he has been 
celebrated in Poemp, and Panegyricks, by above five 
hundred : there are few fuch Subjefts to be met with ; 
and few Princes, who have fo juftly deferved the 
Title of Great. His Grandfon had the fame Title 
beftowed on him ; but how little did he defervc it ! 
He has been celebrated by as many Hiftoriographers 
and Poets ; but they are moftly fuch as he hired for 
that Purpofe ; and none of them, even Voltaire him* 
fclf, will be able to pafs him for a great Man on un- 
prejudiced Pofterity. Compare him with his Grand- 
father, you will find him the reverfe. jK?«ry was. 
bred to Toiland Hardfhips ; LewU in Luxury and 
Effeminacy. Henry pleafant, eafy, and affable ; 
Lewis formal, haughty and referved. Henry brave, 
and expofing himfelf to all Dangers ; Lewis cautious, 
and always in a fecure Poft. The one gaining 
Vidlories by himfelf, and his own perfonal V^our ; 
the other by his Generals, and Superiority of Num- 

[b\ Moreri'i Di^ionary,— — Turkiih Spy, V»l. I, B*ii. Let.io. 
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ber». The one pleafed with performing great Ani- 
ons ; the other with being flattered for thofe which 
he never performed. The firft ambitious of true i. 
and the laft of falfe Glory. Henry ftabbed by Je- 
fuits.; Lewis governed by them* The one forgiving 
Rebels and AflTaflins ; the other encouraging both. 
Henry perfecuted ; Lewis a Perfecutor The firft 
granting Liberty of Confcience; the laft taking it 
away. Henry promoting the Silk Manufacture in: 
France I Lewis in England. One treating his Sub- 
je£ts as his Children ; .the other as his Slaves. Henry 
bravely aflferting his own Rights ; Lewis bafely en- 
croaching on thofe of his Neighbours, Henry ex- 
tricating * his Country from Mifery, and laying the. 
Foundation of her Grandeur.; Lewis fquandering 
her Blood and Treafure, and reducing her from. 
Grandeur to the Bxink of Deftrudion. Henry form- 
ing Schemes for the perpetual Peace of Europe i 
Lewis perpetually to difturb it. How littk is Lewis^^ 
compared to Henry the Great ! 

But to return to my Subjed:.-—! am uneafy when 
I fee a Dog, a Horfe^ or any other Animal ill treated ^ 
for I confider them as endued with quick Senfe, andi 
fio contemptible Share of Reafon ; and that God. 
gave Man Dominion over them, not to play the 
Tyrant, but to be a good Prince, and promote the 
Happinefs of his SubjeAs, But I am n^ich more 
uneafy at any Cruelty to my own Speciea; and 
heartily wifli Procrujles difciplined in his own Bed, 
and Phalaris in his Bull. A Man brnifed all oyer in^ 
« Boxing Match) or cut to Pieces in fighting aJHJze,, 




ts a fhocklng Spedlacle ; and I think I could with 
lefe Horror, fete a thoufand falJ iji Battle, than HTu- 
man Nature thus depreciated and difgraced. Vio** 
lence; when exerted: in Wantonnefs or Paflion, 19. 
Brutality ; and can be termed Bxaver;^ only when in 
is fan£Bjied by Joifltce and Neceffity. A.manglect 
Carca& is not a pleafing Sight; * Why themfope da 
Men . pa^ foe il^ ? and the great Vulgar ehcouragq 
tfaefe Diforders among the Small ? It is. notChoice;^^ 
but AfFeftation. As many, who neither love nor 
underftand Mufick,. go to an Opera; txy gain the Re- 
putation of Conoifleurs; many go to Broughun^s 
Theatre, to avoid the Imputation of being Covsrardsj. 
but when they iar^ at fo much Pains to avoid the Im- 
putation, it rarfes a Sufpicion diat tbey are fo* 

I have been, ivk a Situation to fae not a little of thet 
Fomp and Vanity^ as well v^ of: the N^ceffity and 
' Mifery^ of ManWnd ; but the lafl only rfe£l me ^ 
and if^ as a Magiftrate, I am ever guilty of Partia- 
lity, it is in Favour of the Poor. When I ani at 
Church among my poor, but honeft. Neighbours in 
the Country ; and fee them ferious m performing 
the Cerenoonies prefcribed.; Tears fometimes ileal 
down my Cheek, on reflecting, that they are doing 
dnd hearing many Things they do not underftand \ 
while thofe, who undcrftand them better, negle£| 
them : that they, who labour and live hard^ ars 
more thankful to Heaven, than thofe who fare lux-- 
uriouily on the Fruits of their Labour j and ar^ 
keeping and repeating the fourth Commandment^ 
9i tfap veiy loft^t the others are breaking it. 

Tbcf9 
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Thefe are fome of the Senfations I feel ; which I 
have freely and fairly difclofed, that the Reader may 
judge, how far I am an Inftance of a deformed Per- 
fon wanting natural Affection. And I am a good 
Subject of Speculation ; for all in me is Nature : 
for to own the Truth, I have taken but little Pains 
(though much I ought to have taken) to correal my 
nlitural Defeds. 

Lord BacorCs next Pofition is, ** That deformed 
•* Perfons are extremely bold. Firft in their own 
Defence, as being expofed to Scorn ; but in Pro- 
*' cefs of Time by a general Habit."— This; pro- 
bably, is fo among the inferior Sort, who are in the 
way of continual Infults ; for a Return of Abufe is 
a natural Weapon of Self-defence ; and in fome Mea^. 
fure juftified by the Law of Retaliation : To upbraid 
a Man with a perfonal Defe<S^, yirhich he cannot 
help, is alfo an immoral Aft ; and he who does it, 
has reafon to expe6t no better Quarter than to hear 
of Faults, which it was in his own Power not to 
commit. But I find this Obfervation far from being 
verified in myfelf : an unbecoming Bafhfulnefs has 
been the Confequence of my ill Figure, and of the 
worfe Management of me in my Childhood. I am 
always uneafy, when any one looks fted&ftly on fo 
bad a Pidur^ ; and cannot look with a proper Con- 
fidence in the Face of another. I have ever re- 
proached myfelf with this Weaknefs, but am not able 
to correct it. And it may be a Difadvantage to a 
Man in the Opinion of thofe he converfes with ; for 

though 
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though true Modefty is amiable, the falfe is liable to 
Mifconftrudion : and when a Man is out of Counte- 
nance for no Reafon, it may be imagined, that he 
has fome bad Reafon for being fo. In point of Aflii- 
rance, I am indeed a perfe£l Riddle to myielf ; for 
I, who feel a Relu^nce in croffing a Drawing- 
room, or in opening my Mouth in private Company 
before Perfons with whom I am not well acquainted, 
find little in delivering my Sentiments in Public, 
and expofing my Difcourfe, often as trifling as my 
Perfonj to the Ears of a Thoufand. From what 
Caufe this proceeds I know not : it may be, partly 
from Hopes of wiping off any ill Impreflions from 
my Pcrfon by my Difcourfe ; partly from a Senfe 
of doing my Duty ; and partly from a Security in 
public Aflemblies from anygrofs perfonalRefle&ions. 

Ix>rd Bacon compares the Cafe of deformed Perfons 
to that of Eunuchs ; " in whom Kings were wont 
'* to put great Truft as good Spies and Whifpercrs ; 
*' for they that are envious towards all, are more 
*' obnoxious and oflicious towards one.** — Biit, with 
Submiflxon to fo good a Judge of Human Nature, I 
own, I can difcover no uncommon Qualification in 
them for Spies ; and very few motives to Envy pecu- 
liar to themfelves. Spies fubmit to that bafe and un- 
generous Office, either for theSake of Interbft or Pow- 
er : if for Intereft, it is to gratify their Covetoufnefs j 
if forPower, their Ambition or Revenge : which Paf- 
fions are not confined to the Eunuch or Deformed ; 
but indifcriminately feize all Clafles of Men. Envy 
(oo may prompt aM^n to mean Adlions, in or'der to 

bring 
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bring dowii the Perfon envied to his own Level ; but 
if it is. on' account of Superiority of Fortune, it will 
operate alike on Men of all Shapes. Eunuchs have 
but one peculian Motive to Envy? but that (as 
Jjoffd Bacon expreiles it) makes them eavious to- 
wards alt : becau& it is for a Pleafure, which all 
but themielves^ may enjoy. Deformed Perfotis are 
daprived only of Beauty and Strength, and there- 
fore diofe alone are to be deemed the extra* 
oidinaxiy Motives to theif Envy; for thby can 
no mem he. beautiful or ftroi^, than Eunuchs be 
fi^ceCtful Lovers^ As to myfelf, whatever Sparks 
of Envy* might be in niy Conftitution, they are new 
entirely extingui(hed ; for, by frequent and ierious 
Reflediion, I have long been convinced of the fmall 
Value of m(^ Things which Men vakie the moft. 

There is another Paffion to which deformed Per- 
fons feem to be more expofed, than to Envy; 
which is Jealoiify ; for being confcious that they 
are lefs amiabk than others, they may naturally fuf- 
pe6t, that they are lefs beloved. I have the Happi- 
nefs to (peak this from Conjecture, and not from 
Eicperience ; for it was my Lot, many Years ago> 
to- marry a young Lady, very pioufiy educated, and 
of a very diftinguiihed Family, and whofe Virtues 
9re an Honour t6 her Family, and her Sex ; fo that 
I had never any Trial of my Temper ; and can only 
guefs' at it by Emotions I have felt in my younger 
jC^rs ; when Ladies have been more liberal of their 
Smiles, to thofe, whom I thought in every refpeft, 
butt Perfon, my Inferiors^ 

The 
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The moft ufeful Inference from all this to a de^ 
formed Perfon, is to be upon. his Guard againft thofe 
'Frailties to Which he is more particularly expofed^ 
and to foe careful, that the outward 'Frame do not 
diftort the Soul, [/j Orandum eflj let us pray, fays 
Juvenal J utfit mens fana in corporefemoy for a founS 
Mind in a healthy Body ; and every defctnfed Perfcm 
ihould add this Petition, ut fit memreifa in eanpofM 
curvoy for an upright Mind in a crooked one« AnH 
let htm frequently apply to hintfelf this Article oT 
Self-examination, [k] Lenior & meliar fis^ accedentt 
fmeSta ? as Age approaches, do your Temper and 
Morals improve? It is a Duty peculiarly incumbent^ 
for if Beauty adds Grace to Virtue itfelf. Vice mitft 
be doubly hideous in -Deformity. 

Ridicule and Contempt are a certain Confequence 
of Deformity; and thereforie what a Perfon cannot 
avoid, -he (hpuld learn not to regard. He fbould 
bear it like a Man ; forgive it as a Chriflian ; and 
coniider it as a Philofopher. And his Triumph will 
be complete, if he can exceed others in Pleafantry 
on hrmfelf. Wit will give over, when it fees itfelf 
out-done ; and fo will Malice, when it finds it haa 
no Effeft : And if a Man's Behaviour afford n# 
Caafe of Contempt, it will fall upon thofe, 'who 
condemn htm without Caufe. It fometimes hap- 
pens, that Perfons, with whom I have a flight Ac- 
quaintance, will take notice of me on fome Days, 
and overlook me on others ; well knowing that they 

[;] Sat, r. [i] Hon Ep. ii. 1* ». 

ought 
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ought to treat one of my Shape, with the preci(eJ 
•Degree of Ceremony, which fuits their prefeilt Hu- 
mour. I will not fay, this is a Pleafure ^ but I caA 
truly fay, it is no Mortification. It excites in me 
no Refentment, but onlySpeculation. And^ not able 
to find out a very good Reafon for their Behaviour^ 
I endeavour to find as good a one as I can* I confi- 
der with mvfelf, what it is which makes them at that 
Jundure of fuch particular Importance to them* 
felves ; and aifk myfelf many Queflions of this Sort* 
Is his Father dead ? Has. he written a Play ? Has 
he dined with my Lord Mayor ? Has he made a 
Speech ? Has he been prefented at Court ? Has he been 
fpoke to at a Levee ? Has he a new Equipage, or 
Title ? Has he had a good Run ? Has he got a Place? 
Is he going to marry a Fortune ? Has he been con* 
gratulated on the Performance of his Trench Cook, 
or his French Taylor ? Is he' reckoned a Man of 
Tafle ? Is he admitted of Whin's^ or of the Royal 
Society ?— Such are the Topicks of my Speculations j 
and, though I am a Perfon of no great Penetration^ 
I fometimes hit on the right Caufe, 

. Fine Cloaths attra£l the Eyes of the Vulgar ; and 
therefore a deformed Perfon fhould not aflfume thofs 
borrowed Feathers, which will render him doubly 
ridiculous. He could fcarce expofe bimfelf more by 
dancing at Court, than by appearing the finefl there 
on a Birth-day, Ever fmce I have arrived at Years 
of Difcretion, I have worn a plain Drefs ; which, 
for near thirty Years, has been of the fame grave 
Colour ', and which I find not the leaft Inclination 

to 
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to alter. It would be inonftrous in me to beftow 
any Ornament on aPerfon, which is incapable "of it; 
and (hould I appear in Lace or Embroidery, my 
Friends might aifign it as no unreafonable Pretence 
for a Commiffion of Lunacy againft me.~I can 
. fcarce forbear digreiHng on this Subjeft, when I 
refled, what Numbers, who fhould know better, fet 
a Value upon thefe Trifles, which are fit Amufe- 
ments only for Children. If they are pleafed with 
the Finery only ; they are no better than Children. 
If it is to gain Refpeft ; fuch Refpeft muft come from 
the Vulgar, and not from Men of Senfe. Is it to 
fhew their Quality ? it does not, fof even Apprenticcs^ 
are fine. Is it to be an Evidence of their Riches ? 
it is not ; for the moft neceflitous are fineft, as Tay- 
lors know to their Coft. Do their Figure or Repu- 
tation depend on their Drefs ? then they are en- 
tirely in the hand of the Taylor. He is the Engi- 
neer to guard and defend them ; the God to faveor 
deftroy. Do they drefs to pleafe the Ladies ? that 
is the moft reafonable End ; yet very few of them 
but are wifer than to be taken with the Coat inftead 
of the Man ; and what can be taking in a Man, 
who invades their Province, and appears by his 
A£lions to be one of them ?— If it is a Lady that is 
fond of Finery ; I afk her why ? If flie is a Beauty, 
Ihe wants no Ornament ; if plain, fhe cannot be 
transformed. Her Drefs indeed may enliven her 
Poet's Fancy, and fave him a Journey to the Sun 
and Stars for his Similies and Allufions. If the 
Lady had not put on her Finery, we might have 
loft this polite and ingenious Stanza ; 
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JV adorning thee withfo much Art 

Is but n karb^rous Skill : 
^Tis Hie the poi/oning of a Dartj 

Too apt before to iilL 

Every "Mother (like her in [/] Juvenal) hath prayecf 
in the Temple of Venus for the moft exquifite Beauty 
in her Children. But fince the Goddefs hath, been 
thus deaf and unkind, I cannot advife any one of my 
Seft to be her profeflcd Votary ; for (he will be as 
little ;propitou€ to his Wiflies, as flie was to bis 
Mother's Prayer. A Helen will run away with a 
Paris 5 but where is the Nymph that will liften to 
fuch a Corydon ? In vain will he fummon the Mufcs 
to his Aid, unaflifted as. he is by the Graces. His 
\m\ Sacharijfa.^ Myra^ Qoe^ or Belinda ^ may, per- 
haps, tickle her Ear, but will never touch her Heart : 

[«] Not IVords alone pleafe /vr. 
Or if (as [o] IValler exprefks it) her high Pride 
ihould defcend to mark his Follies, it is the greateft 
Wonour he can expeft ; unlefs, in a merry Moody 
iheihould take it into. her Head to treat him like [p] 
Faljldff^ or Squire Slender. He will be the cboiceft of 
:Cupid's y^ril Fools j and I will not fey an egregious 

[/] Pormam optat modico puerls, majore puellis ^ 

Murmure, ci^m Veneris fanum videt anxla mater. 
tTfque ad delkias votorum. ' Sau x% 

[m] Soebariffa belongs toff^aJier, Myra toLatJdown, Cke to Prkr, 
fnd Belinda to Pcf>e, 

[«] MiltarCs Paradifc loft. Book viii. 

[o] In bis Poem on Love. 

0] Merry Wives oi Windfor. 

Afs, 



/ 



A K t S S A V. fiS. 

Aft, but Camel, ' to bear his Burthens, But left 
this be fome Confolation to him, that, while he li 
hot fuffered td regile oil the Swfect? of the Hive, hfe 
is fecured from its Sting.. • 

But, hot to majce ugly Perforis but of Love with 
themfelvesi I Will now exhibit fome Advantages 
ariiing from Deformity, 

Inftead of replni«g, a deformed Perfon ought to 
be thankful to Providence for giving him fuch a 
Guard to his Virtue and Repofe. Thoufands are 
daily ruined by a handfome Perfon j for Beauty is a 
Flower; that every ortc wants to gather in its Bloom 
and fpare no Pains or Stratagem to reach it. AU 
the Poetical Stories cbnfeerninor it have their Moral; 
A Hiiev occafioh^ Wat and Confufion : The Hya^ 
)cinths "ssiAGanymedes are feixcd on for Catamites: The 
Endymtons and Adonis for Gallants: Narcijfus C9lh, 
iadmire nobody but himfelf ; and grows old before he 
is cured of that PafSon. Who is a Stranger to the 
iStory of Lucretia killing herfelf for her violated 
Chaftity ? or of Virginia killed by her Father to pre- 
serve. it? Ill thoTe Circumftances^ fays [^] juvtnaly 
Ihe might wilh to change Perfons with Rutila^ the 
bnly Lady I know, among the Ancients^ celebrated 
for a Hump-back, The. [^] haitdfomeft Meii' ar^ 

[q\ Siecl vetat optari faclem Lucretia^ qual'eni 
Ipfa habuit. Cuperet Rutils Virginia gibbum 
Acciperd, atque fuam Rutile dare.— —Sat. x« 

£r] - ' . ■ Nullus ^phebum 

Deformem faeva caftravit in arce tyrannus. 
Nee prretextatum rapuit Nero lonpidem, nee 
Strumofum^ atque utera par^ter gibboque tuinentum? ih't^* 

Voju. L K cholen 
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chofen for Eunuchs and Gallants; and whon they 
are catched in exercifing the laft Function both 
Is] Horaci and Juvinal inform you of the Penalties 
and Indignities they undergo. Silius [t"] was 'con- 
verted, by the infatiable Meffulina^ into a Hufband ; 
and Sporusy by the Monfter [u] Nero^ into a Wife, 
The laft-mentioned Poet (hews, that praying for 
Beauty is praying for a Curfej and [x] Perjius re- 
fufes to join in fuch a Prayer }' and have not I reafon 
to thank my Stars, that have placed me more out of 
Danger, thin even Virtue could ; for that could not 
guard a [y] Jofeph^ an [z J Hippolytusj a Belleropbon^ 
and others, againft the Revenge of flighted Love. 

[s] Hie fe praecijntem tefto dedit *. ille Hagellis 
Ad motem czCus : fuglent hie decidit acrem 
Frasdonum in turbam : dedit bic pro corpore nummos ) 
Hunc perminxerunt caloiies : quinetiam illud 
AtciAily ut cuidam teftes caudamque falacem 
Dcmeteret fcrmm* Hon Sat# il. I« f. 

.«— Quofdam moechos Sc mugilis sotrat. Jav* ih^ 

tA — Optimus hic Sc formofiflimus idem 
Gentif Patricix rapitur mifer extinguendua 
Meflblins oculis. ■ Jut. Sat. x. 

[u\ Suetonius. 

[x] Hune optent generum Rex & Regina : , puellflf ** 

Hune rapiant ; quicqaid eakavcrit kic, rofa iiat 
Aft ego nutrici non mando vota j oegato 
Jupiter hare iUi«^^—Perf. Sat.ii« 

£;ej ■■ I Quid profuit oliflt 

Hippolyto grave propofitum ? Quid BellerophontI 
JErubttit nerape bare, feu fiaftidita repulsa : 
Nee Stheaobcea minus quam Crefla exc^nduit, ic tt 
€9nciifrercanb«« «*— Jur. SatrX* 

Another 



Another great Advantage of Deformity is, that it 
fends to the Improvement of the Mind, A Man^ 
that cannot flaine in his Perfon, will have recourfe 
to his Underftanding ; and attempt to adorn that 
Part of him^ which alone is capable of Ornament j 
when his Ambition prompts him to begih9 with 
ipowky, to afk himfelf this Queftion, 

, fPT)atfl)all i do to be for ever Inown^ 
And make the Age to tome my own ? 

t>h looking about hini, he will Hnd many Avenue^ 
to the Temple of Fame barred againft him ; but 
fome are ftill open through that of Virtue ; and thofe^ 
if he has a right Ambition, he will moft probably 
attempt to pafs. The more a Mali is una£iive in bis 
Perfon, the more his Mind will be at work ; and the 
Time which others fpend in A£lion^ he will pafs ia 
Study and Contemplation ^ by thefe he may acquire 
Wifdom, and by Wifdom, Fame. The Name of 
Socrates is as much founded, as thofe of Alexander 
and Cafar ; and is recorded in much fairer Charac- 
ters. He gaiped renown by Wifdom and Goodnefs j 
They by Tyranny and Oppreflion : He by inftruA- 
ipg J They by deftroying Mankind : and happy it is^ 
that their evil deeds were confined to their Lives i 

Ut I^raetum mulier perfida credulunl 
Falfis impulerit criniinibiis^ nimi^ 
Calto Bellerophoriti 

Maturare necem, refert^ 
Narrat pene datum Pelea Tartaro, 
MagnclTexn Hippolytcn dum fugit abftlnens. 

Hor; Od. rii. 1. 5; 

K a * • white 
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While he continues to inftruft us to this Day.' A . 
deformed Perfon will naturally conlider, inhere hid 
Strength and his Foible lie ; and as he is well ac- 
quainted with the lafl-, he will eafily find out the 
lirft and muft know, that (if it is any whcfre) it is 
not, like SafnpforCs^ in the Hair ; but muft be in the 
Lining of the Head. He will fay to himfelf, I am 
weak in Perfon ; unable to ferve my Country in the 
Field \ I can acquire no military Glory ; but I may, 
like Socrates^ acquire Reputation by Wifdom and 
Probity ; let me therefore be wife and honeft» My 
Figure is very bad ; and I (hould appear but ill as an 
Orator, either in the Pulpit or at the Bar ; let me 
therefore pafe my Time in my Study, either in read- 
ing what may improve myfelf, or in writing what 
may entertaii\ or inftrndl others. I have not the 
Strength of Hercules j nor can I rid the World of 
fo many Monfters ; but perhaps I may get rid of 
fome myfelf. If I cannot draw out Cacus from his 
Den", I may pluck the Villain from my own Breaft., 
I cannot cleanfe the Stables of Augeas \ but I may 
clcanfe my own Heart from Filth and Impurity : I 
may demolifli the Hydra of Vices within me ; and 
{hould be .careful too, that while I lop off one f/?J, 
I do not fufFer more to grow up in its ftead. Let me. 
be ferviceablc in any. way that I can ; and if lam fo, 
it may, in fome meafure, be owing to my Deformi- 
ty. Which at leaft (hould be a reftraint on my Con- 
duft, left my Conduft make qie more deformed. 

[#] Quid U excmptaJKvat fpinis dc j^lu'ribus una ? * 

Hor. £p. ii, 1. 2« 

Few 
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Few Pcrfons have a Houfe entirely to their 
Mind I or the Apartments in it difpofed as they 
could wiifti. ' And there is no deformed Perfon, who' 
does not wifh that his Soul had a better Habitation ; 
which is fometimc^s not lodged according to its 
Quality. Lord Clarendon fays of Sir Charles Cavendijh 
(Brother to the Marquis of Newcaftle) that he wa4 
z Man of the nobleft and largeft Mind, though of 
the leaft and moil inconvenieHt Body, that lived. 
And every body knows, that the late Prince of 
Orange had many amiable Qualities. Therefore, la 
Juftice to fuch Perfons, I inuft fuppofe that they did 
not repine, that their Tenements wcrenot in a more 
jegular Style of Architedure. And let every de- 
formed Perfon comfort himfelf with refle£king, that 
though his Soul hath not the moft convenient and 
beautiful Apartment; yet that it is habitable ; that 
the Accommodation will ferve in an Inn upon the 
iRoad J that he is but Tenant for Life, or (more 
properly) at Will \ and that, while he remai/is in 
it, he is in a State to be envied by the Peaf, the 
Dumb, the Lame,' aid the Blind. 

When Ixiie, I care not what becomes of the conr 
tempti^le Carcafe, which is the Subjeft of this Eflay^ 
I wonder at the Weaknefs of fome of the old Patri- 
archs, that provided burying Places, that their Bones 
might be gathered to their Fathers, Doth one Clo4 
pf Earth delight in the Neighbourhood of another? 
pr is there any Cpnverfation in the Grave ? It muft 
3^ve been a J9kc' in Sir Samuel Gqrth^ when he or- 

1^3 ^^^i 
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dered himfelf and Lady to be buried at H^rrtfw «||> 
Ifhe Hill: One of his Strei^gth of Mind could have 
po Superftition of that, Sort. It is of no Confequence 
where the fiody rots y whether it rots immediately^ 
pr be preferved a few Years j or whether it be de- 
voured by Birds or Beafts, ox placed in a fumptuou^ 
Tomb. If a Man doth not provide himfelf a Monu* 
went by hi? AftionSj^ aijd embalm his Memory ir\ 
Virtue ; the lying Marble will decay ; and then his^ 
Memorial (even in that little Corner) will perifli ^ 

^andoquidem datafunt ipfis, auoquefatafepulchris [b^n 

The Pharaohs are ftolen from their Pyramids ;^ and 
their Mi^mmies difperfed through the World, pnly 
^s idle Curiofities. And though the Pyramids are 
more durable than common Sepulchres ; yet theii;'. 
Hiftory is already unknown ; a^d they muft, in the 
End, undergo the fame Fate. Mr, 4ddifm [f ] admires 
the Hum^mity of Cyrus (or rather of Xenophon) iT\ 
ordering his Body to be buried ifi the Earth, that it 
might b^ ufef\il in nian\irinj it. My Flefh will af-. 
ford but little M^^rje ; but, in another Refp^ft, my 
Carcafe may be of eminent Service to Mankind j ah4 
therefore, if I fliould die inteftate, or not mention it 
in my Will, let the Wojld {^ke this as my dying 
Requeft. As I have, for fome Year§, bee^ a^idled 
with the [4\ Stone, and owe the Prefervation and 
Jlafe of Life fince tp the cpptinued taking of great 
Quantities of Soap^ I defir^ my Body to be opened 

\h\ J»Jv. Sat. X. [c] Speftator, No, 169. 

\d] 1 wiUhere give a more particular Account of myfdf with rcgar^ 
f^ tl^atpi^ffBper, whicb^ I bope^ will be of mo^e Unine4iat,e Service. 
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und examined by eminent Surgeons j that Mankind 
may be informed of its EiFed. And if 9, Stone 
ihould be found in my Bladder (as I imagine there 
^ill) I d^fire it may be prefeived among Sir Hans 
Shane's Collcfifcion'.—— ^Until that Time comes, I 
)iope to employ the little Remainder of Life in Pujr» 
fuits not unbecoming a rational Creature. 

My CASE.. 

FOR many Years red Sand conftantly came 
from me, without Pain or Inconvenience. A- 
bout nine Years ago I began to be uneafy ; and before 
twelve Months had paiTed, was fo much out of or- 
der, that I could no longer ride y the Motion of a 
Coach grew infqpportable ; and that of a Chair or 
Walking, was generally attended with bloody Watcr« 

I'bi Regimen* 

I took Mrs. Stephens* s Medicine in the folid Form 
three Ounces a Day fox- about five Years ; wheri^ 
changed it for the fame Quantity of Caftile Soap j 
which, about a Year fince, I reduced to two Ounces ; 
and lately to one Ounce, with about a Pint of Lime- 
water mixt with Milk ; being willing to regain my 
Liberty ^ far as Is confiftent with Eafe and Safety. 
This Regimen I have inceflantly purfu'ed, except 
fome few Days, that I have purpofely omitted ity to 
obferve the Confequences of fuch Omiffion. 

K4 Tbi 
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The EffeSlh 

I 

I 

Whilft I purfue this Regimen, I never difchargo 
red Sand; whenever I pmit:itfor afew Days., I con-' 
ilantly dp. ' By a fteddy Perfeyef ^hcc. in it, my par- 
ticular Complaint has ^been gradually diminiihed ; 
and my Health, jn general, improved. I believe I 
could now ride, thdugh I have not tried. , I feldom 
feel any Uneafinefs in a Coach ; and when I. do, it 
IS inconfiderable ; though fomctimes (but v^ry rare- 
ly) it is attended with bloody Water. And thq Mo- 
tion of a Chair or Walking do not afie^l me. In 
fhort, I have exchanged Pain for Eafc, and Mifery 
for Comfort ; and had it not been for this Medicine 
I ihould not have been now alive to have told my: 
Story, 

My Conclufipns are thefe: 

1. Mrs, Stephens's Medicine, or Caftile Soap, arq^ 
fafe Remedies ; and •three Ounces may be taken 
eyery Day foir Years together (and, probably, during 
Life) without any ill Confequence, 

2. That Health in general will improve by their 
Ufe ; for by their cleahfmg Quality, I imagine, 

they better prepare the Stomach for Digeftion, and 

the Inteftines for Chylificatioh, 

^, They are Preventives of the Stcne ; either by 
hindering the Generation or Formation of thofe Pa- 
tides of which it is compofed, or by facilitating the 

pifchargiQ 
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Difcharge of them before Concrettion. And I am 
p^rfuaded, that, by taking them, Perfons who have 
not that Diftemper, will be fecured from it ; and 
thpfe who bavc it, from growing worfc. And if, on 
leflening my Quantity^ 1 again find the Appearance 
of red Sand, 1 will increafe it again to a Quantity 
fufficient to prevent it. 

4, They are Lithgntriptics. Of this I have often 
had ocular Proof; and the difcharged Fragments are 
foftened, and their Parts more eafily feparated. 

- 5. They are Lenitives, where the Stone is not en- 
tirely difcharged ; fo that when a compleat Cure i5 
not obtained, Eafc may, as I have happily expe- 
rienced. But from what Caufe t}iis proceeds, let 
Phyficians enquire and determine. 

I believe Men fcarce differ fo much in the Tem- 
per of their Bodies, as of their Minds ; and though 
piany Cafes may be very unlike my own, I am per^ 
fuaded, ^hat ^ regular Ufe of this Medicine would, 
for the moil Part, be as beneficial to other? as to 
myfelf, Perfons, with whqyn it dif^grees, in other 
Refpe<Sls, are excluded from this Benefit; as the 
Intemperate are from the Benefit of this or any 
other Meijlicine. 

I have, for a long Courfe of Years, abilained 
from all ftrong Liquois ; but drink every thing that 
is fmalK I can eat any thing, but not much ; and 
like the- moft common Diet beft. I prefer moft 
things to Flefh ; and of Fiefh the vrhiteft, I never 
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altered my common Diet on Account of this Medl* 
tcin,e J or the Times of my Meals, which h^ve ever 
been very irregular. I have always taken an Ounce 
at a time ; fometimes before, fometimes at, and 
fometimes after. Meals ; and I have often made a 
Meal of the Medicine itfelf, only with a Glafs of 
fmall Liquor (of any Sort) and a little Bread, which 
I have always taken with it. I generally took the 
three Ounces at proper Intervals ; and fometimes at 
very fliort ones. Tl^is Medicine has always agreed 
with me ; and' I never once felt it on my Stomach, 
or any other Inconvenience from it. Ar^d I thinly 
it my Duty to omit no Opportunity of publifhing 
its Virtues to the World, 
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SINCE I 6ni(hed this Fffay, I am in doubt 
whether I ought not to change the Title. For 
I have heard of a very ingenious Performance, called 
The Anahfis of Beauty^ v/hich proves inconteftably;^ 
that it confifts in Curve Lines : I congratulate my 
Fraternity ; and hope, for the future, the Ladies. 
vif^.l efteem them D^i Beaux Garpns. 
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I Wonder, that in the firft Edition of this Effay^ 
, I forgot to mention fome Ijficonveniences I fufFef 
pf a very'^grievous Nature j and which have a Righ( 
%o a Place in Pages 102 and 103 of this Edition* 

When I am in a Coach with a Fair Lady, I am 
hid by Silk and Whalerbone, When I fit next her 
at Table, my Arm is fo pinioned, I can neither help 
her nor myfelf. We are deprived of the Pleafure of 
feeing each other ; and {he would fcarce know I was 
there, if fhe did not fometimes hear me under her 
Wing. I am in Purgatory on the Confines of Pa- 
fadife. I therefore beg one Favour, and which fhe 
fnay grant with Hoaour ; that (fmcc I defpair of 
fupplanting her [e] Lap-dog) fhe will allow me a 
Cufhion to raife me above fuch Misfortunes. . 

. [<r] N. B. Many Ladiet hy, that Sbcck is at ugly a Cur as myfeff, 
and unworthy of his Poft. But nothing fo difrefpeflful ihall cv«r. 
f fcap^ me j left i( would offendj or be thought the Envy of a Rival* 
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LETT E R 

Humbly addrefled to the 

koTAL sociErr^, 

ll^WHICH 

Is proved, by inoft Inconteftable Evidence^ 
drawn from Reafon and Praftice, that a 
Woman may conceive, and be brought to 
Bed, v^rithout any Commerce with Man% 

On omnes A^trfa in Z^byroijlant rUpihus aJtis% 
Exceptant^ leves auras j tt fapefim uUit 
Cofijugiis vtnto granndi^e (mirabiU diduj 
Saxa per, et/copukt et depreffas corwalles 
Diffugiunt^ &c. ViRG« Georgic. ii!. 

Cur ego defperem fieri Jini conjuge tnaier^ 
Et partre intaSoj dummodo cafta^ viroT 

Ovid. Faft.r, 

Or, ai other Authors fing^ 

'I he frolic Wind that Jfreathes the S fringe 

Zephyr ivith Aurora playing, 

As he met her once a Mining, 

FilPd her with thee a Daughter /air. 

So huxom^ blithe^ and debonnair* 

Milton's L' Allegro. 

Firft Printed in 1 750. , 
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Humbiy ad<befled to the 

RorjL sociEtr. 



Gentiem^n, 

TH E great Encouragement you fhew to all 
learned Inveftigations of Nature (witnefs 
thofe excellent Treatifes publifhed every 
Year in your PhilofophicalTranfaftions) emboldens 
Inc to lav before you a Difcovery, which j I believe^ 
is entirely n^w^ arid which I am fure will equal an/ 
thing that has been offered to the World fmce Phi-^ , 
lofophy has been a Science. Excufe my Prefump- 
tion, and forbear yoUr Cenfufes, till you have read 
* my Narrative. N6 lefs than fifteen Years of my 
Life have been fpent in bringing this Arcanum to a 
Maturity, and when both Theory and Praflice had 
confirmed me in it, my firft Thoughts inclined mtf- 
to go over into France^ and put up for the Prize at . 
Bourdeaux^ where Philofophcrs (hew Problems, a» 
Gardeners do Carnations at a Florift's Feaft. But 
cohfidering with myfelP, tlut your ill uftrious Society' 

mighty 
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might, probably, efteem you rfelf affronted, if yoi^ 
Jiad not the Maidenhead of my Secret^ and at th5 
fame time dlfdaining to come in Competition with 
the lower Race of Philofophers, who write about 
Tides and Eclipfes, and Laws of Gravitation, the 
trivial- Amufementsiof>idIe Speculatift^j and A|ma« 
ns^ck-makeiis ! I fay, oiit of Reverence for- your 
eminent* Body, and fome Degree of Pride in Con« 
jundion, I refolved to' zpptdl at onc0 to the Public^ 
and more particularly to addrefs myfelf to your Wor- 
ihips. Not to keep you ^ny longer in Sufpenfe, I have 
fbund-out, and ain goiiig to prove, by moft incon- 
tcftable Evidence, that a Womln may conceive, and 
be brought to Bed, without any Commerce with 
Man. This, Gentlemen, I dare fay, ydu will al- 
low to be a very wonderful Difcovery ; and though 
I might eafily fatisfy People of your penetrating In- 
ifight into the Works of Nature, with a mere phy- 
fical Account of human Seed, and the Anatomy of 
^ Female Womb : yet, as I am to combat the Sim- 
plicity of the Ignorant, and the Prejudices of th^ 
Prevcrfe, I willdefcribe at large what firft fuggefted 
this Thought to me, and how I proceeded after- 
wards from Conjecture to Demonftration. 

The Lot which Providence affigned me in Life^ 
was to praftife Phyfick in a Country Town ; to 
which I united the fifterly Science of Man-Mid wifry. 
And though it ill becomes anyone to boaft of his own 
Merit, yet I will venture to affert, that, in the 
Courfeof my PraSice, I have helped near as many 
people into the World as ever I helped out of it j 

' which 
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Which rendered my Fame fo great for obftetric Ope- 
rations, that I engroflcd the Cuftom of all the Breed- 
ing Women in the fruitful County of * ■■ > But 
not to trouble you with more of my private Hiftory 
than is neceflary, as I was fitting alone one After- 
noon, fmoking my Poflmeridian Pipe, I received a 
MeiTage from a neighbouring Gentleman, informing 
me that his Daughter was dangeroufly ill, and defir- 
ing my immediate Attendance. When I was ar- 
rived, and had examined the young Lady concerning 
her Complaints, I was furpi:ifed to find in her all the 
Symptoms of Pregnancy ; but as I know very well 
how tenderly Ladies value their Reputations, even 
after they have loft them, I withdrew the Father afide 
into a feparate Room, for the Sake of Privacy, and 
there, with great Concern, told him what my Office 
obliged me to declare ^ that his Daughter was appa- 
rently with Child, and very near the Time of hccv 
Labour. The old Gentleman was ftruck with Hor- 
ror at the News ; and immediately ruihihg into the 
Chamber, upbraided both his Wife and Daughter in 
the bittercft Terms, for concealing fo important a 
Secret from him, and bringing fuch a Difgrace on 
the Family. The young Lady turned up a Face of 
inexpreffible Innocence and Amazement, and imme- 
diatly fainted away into her Mother*s Arms. 'Tis 
ufually obferved, I know, that all Profeffions, which 
delight in Blood, from the Phyfician down to the 
Butcher (who are employed to dilburthcn Nature of 
her Numbers, left the World (hould grow too- po- 
pulous) outlive the Senfations of Humanity, and ne- 
ver fufFer their Minds to be interrupted with Pity ; 
Vol. L L but 
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but though I had been long ufed to the Sight of Mi- 
' fery, and had acquired a fufRcient Conftancy of Fea- 
• tares, there was fomething in the Scene before me 
too powerful for Cuftom ; and I really found myfelf 
inclining to Compaffion. But the good old Lady 
' foon put a 5top to thefe Womanifli Emotions of my 
Spirit, fkHing i^pon mc with the moft outrageous 
Abufe, for daring to afperfe her Daughter's Reputa^ 
tion in that tvicked ruffianly Manner-, vowing it was a 
Lie^ a damned Lie- ; and Ihe wmder^d her Hujband 
could hear it without Refentment. To all which I 
replied, with fome Acrimony, that I was not ufed 
to be treated with fucli Language, that I knew very 
well 'how difagreeable a Truth it muft be to a Pa- 
rent's Ear, but fince my Office could not protect me 
from Abufe, my Honour obliged me to take my 
Leave; and fo making a Bow, I left the Family to 
grow calm at leifure 5 not doubting but I fhould have 
a fecond. Summons, when they had reafoned them- 
felves into Temper. Accordingly a Chariot came to 
fetch me the next Morning ; and though the Mother 
could hardly bridle in her Paffion, and the young 
Lady protefted every Moment (he was innocent, 
AfFairs were now too far advanced to be concealed ; 
and about Five in the Afternoon, I conduced into 
the World the little malicious Witnefs, whofc Evi- 
dence was fo fatal to the young Lady's Charafter, 
and fo neceflary to the Vindication of mine. Yet 
ftill after this feemingly conclufive Conviftion, (he 
continued to make the fame earneft Declarations to 
all who vifited her ; and one Day, as I was fitting 
alone with her, after (he was pretty well recovered 

from 
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from the Shock of her Delivery, flie caught me haftily 
by the Hand, and with many Tears, and many Af- 
feverations of Innocence, beggecj of Heaven toblafl: 
her immediately with Lightning, if ever flie had 
known a Man. Such earneft Proteftations, delivered 
with fuch an Air of Truth, and accompanied with 
fo many moving Tears, wrought upon me fo ftroftgly^ 
that, I knew pot how, I found myfelf ftrangely in- 
clined to believe her^ even againft the Remonftrances 
bf Reafon and Experience. Full of what flie had 
faid j I returned Home in a very thoughtful Mood^ 
and continued uneafy and perplexed for a great 
while; till one Day happening to take up Mr^ 
WoollaJicrC s Rillgion of ifature delineated^ I fell ac- 
cidentally upon a Pauage, which ftruck fuch a fud- 
den Light on my Imagination, that I fliall beg Leave 
to quote it at large, as the Ground-work and 
Foundation of my whole Syfteni; 

That greai Philofopher difputiiig Whether human 
Souls are traduced from Parents to their Children, 
or fupernaturally conveyed into the Fcetus at the 
Time of its Birth (which is a very worthy Subjeft 
of philofophic Enquiry, becaufe impoflible to be de- 
termined, and much a-kin to that learned Difquifi- 
tion of old, [tf] whetbcf Eggs or the Chicken in them 

[a j Cenforwus fays^ many of tiie old Philofophers afTerted the Eter* 
hhy of the World upon this excellent invincitle Argument, *' quod 
*' negent omnino poffe reperiri, avefne ante an ova generata fint ) 
*' cum ct OTum fine ave^ et avjis fine ovo gigni non poflit.'* This 
ihtereAing Queftion was once much agitated, as may be feen by Ma^ 
erobtus and Plutarcby who calls it «ro •tw'ojor x^ m^ih^k ^eftiyfAetlct To"r 

L 2 are 
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are firft created) in the fifth Sedion of his incomfAi-' 
rable Work, has the following remarkable Paflage : 
^* If then the Semina, out of which Animals are pro<^ 
^^ duced,» are (as I dou{)t not) Animiilcula already 
^< formed ; Which being diftributed about, e(p«cially 
^ in fome opportune Places, are taken in with Ali- 
** ment, or perhaps the very Air ; being feparated in 
** the Bodies of Males, by Strainers proper to every 
*' Kind, and then lodged in their feminal Veflels, d« 
*^ there receive fome kind of Addition and Influence ; 
** and then being transferred into the Wombs of the 
<< Females, are there nourifhed more: plentifully^ and 
^' grow too big to be longer confined : I fay, if this 
" be the Cafe, ^i.** And again : ** I cannot but 
** conclude that there are Animalcula of every Tribe 
** originally formed by the Almighty JParent, to be 
*♦ the Seed of all future Generations ; and it is cer- 
*' tain the Analogy of Natutc in othec Inft^ces, and 
*' microfcopical Obfervations, do ftronglyabet what 
*'* I have faid*.**— Thefe arc the Words of the great 
and learned Mr. TVoiH^ft^n \ which I had no fooner 
read, than I was inftantjly thrown into a Riveriey and 
began to refleft with myfelf, that, if fuch little Em- 
bryos or Animalcula are fo difperfed about, and 
taken in at the Mouth with Air or Aliment ; and if 
nothing more is required than a certain hot Bed for 
them to dilate and expand themfelves, till they grow 
too big to be longer confined, after the Manner of 
Seeds in a Cucumber-Frame : I fey, if this be the 
whole Myftery of Generation (and Experiment has 
•fmce fully convinced me that it is fo) I begun to 
queftion, why might not the Fcetus be as completely 

hatched 
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"Hatched in the feminal Vcffels of the Woman, as 
when it paffes through the Organs of both Sexes ? 
Why fhould th^ Animalculum, or little Animal, go 
fuch a tedious Progrefs, make fuch a round-a1)out 
Tour, when Jthere is fo much nearer a Road, fo much 
fhorter a tut into Day-Kght ? As to what the great 
Philofopher mentions of Strainers in the Bodies of 
Males, that was plainly owing to his Want of Skill la 
Anatomy ; and the only Doubt now remaining with 
me was, whether Animalcula did really float about 
in the Air, and Aide down the Throat as he defcribed, 
for I had been ufed to think they were originally 
lodged in the Loins of the Males : But if Mr. JVool- 
laJiorCs Hypotheiis could be proved, the Confequence^ 
I thought, would then be eafy and undeniable. Here 
again I was at a Stand ; all before me was Darknefs 
and Doubt ; I ki>ew not if there were any fuch 
Animalcula, or, if there were, I fuppofed them too 
fmall to be difcoyered by the naked Eye ; and though 
perhaps they might be difcernable with the Help of a 
Microfcope, yet I knew not where to feek for thofe 
cpportuntP laces y hinted at bythegreat Metaphyfician. 

In this fecond Perplexity, Fortune again ftept in 
to my Afiiftance, and my Doubts were unriddled 
-by the following Paflage in VirgiFs Georgicks , 

Ore omnes verfa in Zephyr o%fi ant rupihus altis^ 
Exceptant^ue le*ves auras ; etfiepejine ulHs 
Conjugiis vento gravida (mirabile diOu) 
Saxa per etfcepulos et deprejfas ConvalUs 
Difugiunt ; mtiy Eure^ tu6s^ neque Sclisad onus 
In Boredm Caurumfue^ out unde nigerrimus Aufier 
Jiafcitur^ et pluvio contriftat frigore cmJum. 

L 3 thus 
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Thus tranflated by Mr. Drydtn ; 

ffhe Mares to CUJfs of rugged Rocks repair ^ 

And^ 'with imde Nojlrilsj fnufftbe Weftern Air : 

When (ivondercui to relate) the Parent Wsnd^ 

Without the Stallion propagates the Kind, 

^1 hen, fir d fwith amorous Rage^ they take their Flight 

"Thro* Plains and ?nount the Utiles unequal Heighu 

^orto t- e Norths nor to the riftng Sun^ 

Nor Southnvard to the rainy Regions run ; 

But boring to the Wefi^ and bovring there^ 

With gaping M^outhithey dra^'M prolific Air. 

Now it is well known, that this fame yirgilw2L% 
a great natural Philofopher, as well as a Poet and 
a Farrier ; and here we fee he confidently afferts, that 
it was very commop for Mares to become pregnant, 
without any Coition, only by turnipg their Faces to 
the Weft, and fnufflng up the Wind in that Quar- 
ter : But all Naturalifts being agreed that there is a 
great Analogy and Similitude in the Generation of 
all Animals, whether Bipeds or Quadrupeds, it occur- 
red to me, that what had happened to a Marc^ 
might, for this very Reafon^ happen to a Woman. 

Thus was I got fuccefsfully through two Steps of 
my Pifcovery : The great Wofillajfon ha^ told me, 
that Animalcula v/ere difpcrfed abot^t in opportune 
Places^ to be the Seed of all Generations ; and the 
greater Firgilh^d told me, that certain Mares of his 
Acquaintance were impregnated by a Weft Wind, 
which, therefore I concluded to be one of thofe 
opportune Places^ and confide red it as the proper 
ychicle of thefe floating Embrvos, 

But 
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But not willing to rely on Hypothefis only, or pre- 
fume on the Authority of great Names, efpecially 
in this enlightened Age, where experimental Philo-- 
fophy is fo triumphant, and nothing goes down that 
is not made obvious to our Senfes, I refolve3 to 
have Demonflration before I ventured to publifh my 
Thoughts to the World. There are, I know, a 
droll Sett of Gentlemen, who think themfelves au- 
thorifed to tell any Lies in Print, and afterwards to 
quarrel with the World for not believing them : 'But 
for my Part, I write purely and fimply for the Love 
of Truth, for the Ufe and Emolument of my Coun- 
trymen J and I (hould efteem myfelf the moft un- 
worthy of all Beings, if I prefumed to amufe them 
with Fables, or abufe them with Forgeries, 

Accordingly, after much Exercifeof my Invention, 
I contrived a wonderful cylindrical, catoptrical, 
rot undo-concavo- convex Machine (whereof a very 
exa£l Print wiU fpeedily be publiihed for the Satis- 
faftion of the Curious, defigned by Mr. //— ^y— Jf, 
and engraved by Mr. V-^rtu) which being hermeti- 
cally fealed at one End, and electrified acccrding to 
theniceft Laws of Ele<Slricity, I erefted it in a con- 
venient Attitude to the Weft, as a kind of Trap to 
intercept the floating Animalcula in that prolific 
Quarter of the Heavens, The Event anfwered my 
Expectation \ and when I had caught a fufficient 
Number of thefefaiall,original, unexpanded Minums 
of Exiftencc, I fpread them out carefully like Silk- 
worms Eggs, upon white Paper j and' then applying 

l4^ jny 
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my bcft Microfcope, plainly difcefned them to be 
little Men and Women, exa£l in all their Limbs and 
Isineaments, and ready to oiFer themfelves little 
Candidates for Life, whenever tHey (hould happen 
to be imbibed with Air or Nutriment, and conveyed 
down Into the Veflels of Generation. 

After this firft Succefs in my Undertaking, I con- 
tinued to make Experiments of various Kinds, too 
tedious to be related, for a whole Year, till I had at 
length fully eftabliflied the Doftrine of Winds and 
Embryos j and I find that as other Infers are ufually 
brought by an Eafterly Wind, your Human InfiSfs 
are always wafted from the ippofite Quarter ; the 
Swarms of both appear like Blights to the naked 
Eye ; and both feem deftined to much the fame End 
of Exi&encc^fruges^nfumere natty born to confume 
the Fruits of the Ground. 

Oftentimes, while I was viewing them through 
my Glafs, my Imagination would turn romantic upon 
the Subjeft, and reprefent to me the great Variety of 
Fortune thefe Infe£ls might go through, whenever 
they ihould happen to be caHed out into Day-light. 
I faid in my Mind, this little Reptile may be an 
Alexander^ that a Faujliniay another a lully^ and' 
another a Mountebank ; and I was ftruck with A.d- 
miration to confider how many Heroes, and Pa- 
triots, and Legiflators, and Monarchs,, were now 
contained on a Sheet of Paper, whofe great Souls, in 
Time to come, may make them efteem the whole 
World too confined a Scene for their Ambition. I 

remembered 
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Temeipbercd the Sarcafm of ^uvenaly as true before 
'Life a? after Death, Expende Jnnibalem^ &c. and I 
repeated, with a kind of Enthxifiafm, thofe excellent 
Lines in Dr. Garth' 5 Difpenfary \ 

t^qw Jhe unfolds the faint and dawning Strife 

Of infant Atoms kindling into Life ; 

How the dim Speck of Entity began* 

TT extend its recent Form^ and Jlr etch to Man ; 

?i how minute an Origin we owe 

Toung Ammon,Caefar, and the ^r^j/Naflau. 

But now the great Trial of all was come, which 
1 believe, would have puzzled a whole College of 
Phyficians, and fet at nought all theconfuking Powers 
of W—rw — k Lane. The preparatory Points were 
cftablifhed to my entire Satisfadlion, but whether 
Animalcula could be ripened into Exrftence, by 
.pafling through the fenrinal Veflek of a Woman 
only, was ftill a Queftion ; and how to make the 
Experiment, hie lahor^ illud opus. Very hard it was 
to know when a Woman had imbibed the neceffary 
Seed ; and harder ftill to reftrain her from all Com- 
merce with Man, till the Experiment had Time ta 
take EfFeft. If I made Choice of a married Woman, 
there the Difficulties were innumerable; or if I made 
Choice of a Maiden, Virginity has, in all Ages, been 
eftecmed a very brittle Ware ; and, I prefume, has 
not greatly mended its Nature of latter Days. Some- 
times I thought of taking a Wife, over whom I 
could ufurp an abfolute Authority, and lock her up 
till the Day of her Labour ; but fearing fhe might 
grow defpecate, when fhe fliould- find I had only 

married 
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married her to try an Experiment upon her ; and at 
the fame Time grievoudj iniflnifting the Continu- 
ance of my own Affection, after I had accomplilhed 
my Ends, I difmiiTed that Pn^cfi, and refolved, 
after much Perplexity, to hazard all upon a Cham* 
bermaid. Accordingly, having firft perfaaded the 
Girl ihe was iU, I read Jacob Bdmen five Times 
over ; and then mixing up Ibme Animalcula in a 
Chymical Preparation, I adminiftered them to her as 
a Dofe of Phyfick. After which I difcarded my 
Footman, and fuffered no Male Creature, in hu-> 
man Shape, to approach my Doors i htlj^ fo great 
was my Caution to have my Stratagem fucceed, 
that I hardly permitted a Dqg of |he mafculine 
Gender to enter my Houfe. 

In ahout fix Months it was veiy vifible the Medi^ 
cine had taken Eficd ; and kt the Reader imagine, 
if he can, the Joy I felt, when firft I perceived her 
b^gin to bourgeon : At the lame Time too a little 
Circumftance happened, whic^ ^ghtened my Joy 
and put the Manner of her Conoqpdon beyond all 
Pofibility of Doubt. As I was fitting alone one 
Morning in my Study, niminaling on this great 
Event, the Girl came in to me with Tears in her 
Eyes, and having obtained my Leave to aik a Que- 
zon, entreated me cameffly to tdl her, if it waf 
folJitU to heed after three Years f Though I guelTed 
the Drift of her Quefiion, yet, aflk&ing an Air of 
Ignorance^ and putting on a grave Phyfican's Af- 
peel, I ordered her to be more cxplidt ; whereupon 
(he proceeded^ w^th frequent Bioiks of Crying, to 

tell 
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tell me how much fhe-was aftohiflied at fome Symp- 
toms ; that Heaven above knew what was the Matter 
with her^ but Jhe verily believed herfelf a breedings and 
yet Jhe could take her Bible Oath^ Jhe had hot been-^ 
been — been touched by a Man forjthefe three Years [^], 
So then, faid I with a ftemer Countenance, and a 
Tone of Severity, You confefs then that about three 

\b'\ When I wrote this, I had not fecn a remarkable Cafe publifhed 
iff the Phihfopbical Tranfa&ions of September, of a Woman, from 
whom a Foetus wa^ extra^ed, that had been lodged thirteen Years in 
iht Fallopian Tubes, fent from Riga by Dr. Jamei Mounfty, Phyficiaa 
to the Czarina^s Army together with the Bones of the faid Foetus, as 
a Prefcnt to the Royal Society of London. ' The Woman, as we arc told 
in that ingenious Treatife, was a Soldier's Wife oi j^bo in Finland ^of 
{t middle Stature, who, being pregnant for the third Time in the Year 
1 730, was afflicted with violent Pains and Twidings of the Bowels, &Cm 
and continued fickly for ten Years afterwards. In the Month of Sep- 
tember 1 741, flie pierced her Navel with an Awl, out of which ran a 
yellow-coloured Water, &c. In the Month of 5'««« two fmall Bones 
came oat, &r. and in OSlober 1742, ih'e was taken in Hand by^Dr. 
Mounjey, and Mr. Geitle, Surgeon, whothurft a grooved Probe into the 
Fijiulay and made an InciAon with a Biftory, upwards and obliquely, 
from the Linea alba, into the Cavity of the Mdomen ; but the Wo- 
man being unruly (as well Hie might) and the Operation not going on 
according to the Dolor's liking, he proceeded no further till the nex^ 
Day, fife. At the next Operation the Incifion was carried downwar<is j 
but Care taken not to mak^ the exter;ial Wound larger than needfulg^ 

lefl the Omentum and Guts fhould fall out, &c, In fhort, the Foetus 

was at length extracted Piece-meal at feveral difficult Operations, 
Now comparing all thefe Circumftances together, it fecms reafonable 
%o believe that this Fruit never was in the Cavity of the Womb, but 
that the impregnated Otnim was ftopt in its PaH'age through one of 
the Fallopian. Tubes, where it grew and was detained fo many Years, 
Nothing, therefore can be concluded from hence againft the Caufe I 
have ailigned of my Maid*s Pregnancy fas a certain learned Gentler 
ftiZXioft\\tR(^al Society^ who communicated this Story to me, feem* 
ed to imagine) for the Cafes are very dlHerent \ and the uncommon 
pelay of this Finland Woman's Delivery was owing to the pr«tcr- 
liatural Situation of the Foetus, 

Years 
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Years ago, you was guilty of Incontinency l^^ffi 
Sir, replied fhe, to he fur e it would be a Folly to deny 
it to a Man of your Learning^^to he fur e I muji con- 
fefs that about three Years ago '^ to be fur e^ Sir^ I was 
not quite fo good^ Sir^ as I thould have been^ Sir,'-^ 
My laji Majier^ Sir, who was a Parfon, Sir, — God 
forgive him and me too"^! am fure I have repented it 
a hundred Times, and I hope he has done the fame--* 
The courteous. Reader, I hope, will pardon my de- 
fcending to fuch low Particulars, which, I confefs, 
are beneath the Dignity of a Philofopher ; but as it 
very much concerns me, in an Affair of fuch Mo- 
ment and Importance to the World, to fliew how 
Regularly and cautioufly I proceeded, it was neceflary 
to defcribc the GirPs Simplicity as a Proof of her 
Honefty. Authors who write only for the Amufe- 
ment of Mankind, may choofe and omit Circum-. 
ftances at their own Pleafure, according to th» 
^\}\qo( Hloface^ 

^,^a 

Defperes tra£iata nitefcere poffe, relinqua$. 

But we who are unfortunately tied down to Truth, 
muft write, as it were, in Fetters, and are obliged to 
keep on inthedireft Road, without the Privilege of 
turning afide to entertain ourfelves with Profpefts. 
Be it fuificicnt, however, to fay, that at the nine 
Months End, the Girl was delivered of a chopping 
Boy, whom I have ever fince educated as my own^ 
infpite of all the Calumny of the Neighbourhood ; 
and I cannot doubt, but, in Time, he will rife to 
be a Judge or an Aldtrman.. 

Thus, 
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Thus, Gentlemen of the Royal Sofutyj I hope 1 
have proved, in the moft inconteftable Manner, thaC 
a Woman may conceive without any Commerce 
with Man ; that the World has been in an Error for 
fix thoufand Years, and, probably, would have con- 
tinued in it fix thoufand more, if I had not been bom 
on purpofe to break through filly Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, and undeCeiveMankind in fo material a Porat. 
Material I muft Call it ; for how different is this from 
aft the Difcoveries of I/aac Netvton the Star-ga^er! 
His, aJI of them, end in Speculation, but mine ex- 
tend to Praftice * his arc only calculated for the Pc* 
rufal of a few College-Pedants, but mine offer them- 
felves to the World in general : And I (hall fhortly 
publiih a large Volume to fhew that this is the 
moft natural Way of being born j grounding my 
Demonilration on the following infallible Ai^gu- 
ment, which I have drawn up fyllbgiftically, to 
prove my wonderful Talents in Logic 

[^j Nature (fay certain Audiors. of great Erudi- 
tion) is a very frugal old Lady, and a prodi- 
gious good CEconomifti She is obfervcd to 
give herfelf as little Trouble as fhe can, and 
to do every Thing at the cheapeft Hand. 

But Animalcula may be hatched as .completely 
in a Female Womb, as when they take the 
more tedious Progrcfs through the Loins of 
the Males alfo. 

[c] This is a Method much praAifed by the learned Mr, fy-^rh~-^n, 
T Aippofc for the fame Reafoh^to Aew his Skill U chopping Logic. 

Srzdr 
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£rgOy That is the right Road intd Life,- which 
is the (horteft Road. 

And how— * what fhall I fay next ? As it often hap- 
pens that the Ufe and Pi-adtice of a Thing are 
known j before the Theory of it is difcovered (for 
Inftance, Men of War could batter down Towns; 
with Bombs, long before it was proved that Projec- 
tiles defcribe a parabolic Curve ; and little Boys had 
amufed themfelves with the Shadows of a magic Lan- 
thorn many a Day ere fome great Philpfophers un- 
dertook to explain the Myfteries of that wonderful 
.Machine) fo has it fallen out in the Subjedl now un- 
der our Confi deration : Hiftory has here and there 
furniihed an Example, and fome Phyficians of Anti- 
quity have accidentally glanced upon the Subjeft; 
-but ftill I think I may challenge tomyfeif the Merit 
.f>f ;an original Invention $ and it wo.uW be very hard 
if a few Hints loofely.dropt in old unfafbionable Au- 
thors, which too I never faw till after I had eftab- 
-liflied my Theory, fhall prevail fo far as to fix upon 
•me the odious Scandal of Plagiarifm. There are,- 
I know, a Sort of malevolent Readers, Who take an 
•infinite Pleafure in telling you that all Authors have 
ftolen their Works fince the Days of one Orpheus ; 
and how lucky it is for that old French Poet, that we 
know not the Names of any of his Predeceflbrs i 
but more efpecially they have rccourfe to this Devicey 
ivhenever they find it not quite fo eafy to anfwer the 
Dodrine of a Book, and yet are determined to cry 

down its Reputation j Then we are fure to hear,^ 

Lord^ 
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Lordy Sir ! the FethmJlA it all ; there is mot a Page^ 
nor a Line^ nw a Wmrij mmr a Syllable^ nmr a Letter^ 
nor a Conima sfithis emmi lean turn t§ the very Book 
and Plate from ^hemu he pilfered it all. tiqw that 
I may anticipate diis hcawj Cenfure, and (ave certain 
ingenious Critics tbc Trouble of turning back to the 
good old Writer (Peace unto his AfaneSj whoever 
he be ) from whom I tranicribed this little Treatife, I 
have determined to produce of my own accord what 
few Pafiages I have accidentally met with upon this 
Subjefi, and afterw^ids I Ihal! leave the World to 
decide, whether, in (pite of fuch occafional Hints, 
I may not ftill be allowed to be the fide Proprietor 
of this wonderful HypotheGs. 

Galen, in his cddnaCed Treatiie upon the Meafles, 
wherein he endeavours to account for the Origin of 
that Diftemper, ddivas it as a common Opinicm, 
that it was brou^t into the World by a Woman, 
born without the AAl^ce of a Father; but he 
feems to treat this as a vulgur Fable, and call it a 
Notion of a Muliitmie, 

Hippocrates infonns ns, that his Mother uied frr- 
quently to tell him, fhe had no carnal Intercourfe 
with his Father for near two Years before his Birth 
but that ihe found herfelf firang^Iy influenced one 
Evening, as (he was walking in a Garden. His 
Father obtained a Divorce on thb Occafion, and the 
good > Woman fell under tfaeR^roach of all her Ac-* 
quaintance; But I hope tibis Treatife will vindicate 

her 
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her Memory from the Infamy, which has ever fince 
attended it through all fuccee(fing Times. 

If we look back to the fabulous Ages ot the 
World, when every thing was aggrandized by poetic 
Ornament, we read of many ancient Ladies, got with 
Child by fuch impoffible Methods, that I believe 
they muft have owed their Pregnancy to what I 
hscve been defcribing, and I hope all Commenta*- 
tx)rsand Mythologifts will, for the future, fall m with 
Illy Explici&tioh. For what elfe are we to think of 
jfuno^s grow'ihg big-bellied only with eating a Piece 
of Cabbage [^ which Flora gathered for her in the 
Oilman Fields ? 'Tis plain fbe muft have fwallowed 
feme Animalcula at the fame Time, and thus be- 
came with Child of Mars* How elfe are we to ac- 
count for the odd Conception of Dana'e in her Irri- 
prifonment ? fome old Oracle had foretold that her 
Father Acrifius fhould have his Throat cut by a 
Grandfon ; and to defeat this Predidion, he Ibcfked 
up his only Daughter in a brazen Tower, under 
fuch clofe Confinement, that it was impoflible for 
any thing but Wind to get Accefs to her j yet in 
thefe Circumftances the Lady was brought to Bed of 
the mpft mighty Ptrfeus^ who accomplifhcd the 
Oracle in putting Acrifius to Death. The Poets 
indeed tell us a ftrange improbable Story of Jupiter s 
raining himfelf through the Tiles of the Houfe iii a 

[d\ Quod petis, Oleoiis, inquam, mihi miffus ab arvis 
Flos dabit ; eft hortii unicus ille meis. 
Protinus harentem decerpii poUict florem, 
Fitquc potems v©ti, Marfquc crcatus crat 

Ovid. Fail. y. 

golden 



golden ShQwer ; bat this is plainly, a ppejtrc Fiflion^ 
invented to acfcoxint for a pu^silmg'flifaenottienoii. 

the Story (k .Boreas tiinnln^ aw;iy with a youHg 

tJefrefs otitof 'aX3arret Wih^6w., ^d gettitig her 

'with Child (zs.Ovid defcribes it In his ^ettimorphojfs) 

^15 more imdiediately to 'bur Piu-ppfe, .and direft^ 

pdints out the Mann'cir of her C<>n^epitian. We sftl 

rknow, that it is the Profeffion of Pd^tly to peAoha- 

Tife atl i^s Objefts, and if a Lady found ^herferf hrt- 

preghatod ,with^indj ftdthing \i-as"fo n^tuj^al as to 

'nUke a God ^Tthat xleaient, /w<l impute ^the E^- 

W^ifts to fop^rA^tUril [e] povirer j though I coitfeifs 

ihdre is anlrtiprapriety h^e ncjcoi-ding to my Syftem^ 

^fet that nfaybe owing 'to t!>e l^ooTenefe of poetic 

Defcription, or,perhaps,the Ladyiniftook the QiiSa> 

.t^r^.of the W4^4: in. telling h^r Siory. In general vrt 

-may conclude^ .whenever we read of Virgins got 

with Child fey Rivers, by Dr9^gOns, by golden Show- 

era, ^c. that it was Wind, nothing in the World 

^ut Wind; only for WaAt of knowing the real 

'CaufO) th^r.wei^ glad to affign imaginary ones; 

:and the Po^ getting hold offuch Improveable 

Topics, fo overloaded them with Additions of their 

own, that in the End they were «}1 confidered {a 

the Light of Fa^lc and Romatai^e,' 

{fj.lnthis Maiii^;ve£mnitinUri(pr«t WhatOWputi into the Moyth 
'of Flora, whcre'lhe tells us fhe waS.ravjfted by Zepbyrus^ 
Vcr erftf/embam j . Zephyro-ar coufpexk^ abibamt 
Infequitur^ fugio: fortior ille fuit. ^ 

Vocl. M If. 
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If we defcend from thcfe allegoric Ages to fuc- 
cceding Times, when Hiftory had learnt a more fo- 
bcr Style, and was contented to tell Truth without 

. Difguife, we fhal] find fome few Examples here alfo 
to our Purpofe. jD/W<9rtfj Siculus informs us, in an 

, old Edition of his Works, communicated to me by 
my learned and induftrious Friend the Rev. Dr, 
jl— r, that a certain Sorcerefs of Egypt, pretended, 
^mong other fupernatural Claims, to be able to breed 
without tht Help of Man ; and under Colour of 
thefe Pretences, would have .perfuaded People to 
believe her the celebrated JJSsy returned to vifit her 
native Country 5 but at laft a Prieft of Taautusj or 
Mercury^ was found in Bed with her, and fo the 
Affair was. at an End, 

■ . ■ ' ' " " .^ 

Polybius has a Story more explicitly to our Pur- 

pofe J but he fpeaks of it with fo much Diftruft him- 

. ielf^that I will not venture to produce it, left it fhould 

- givcf ail Aii: of Romance to this Performance [/]. \ 

• Among the Roman Hiftbrians, lean only produce 
an Example from Livy, of a Woman who was re- 
ported to have been delivered of Twin^ in a defolate 
uninhabited Ifland, where fhe was caft away, and 
bad not feen a human Face for the Space of Nii^e 
Years before her Labour. He tells us (he was brought 
to Rome J and examined before the Roman Senate j 
but thcf Particulars of this Story are fo very prolix and 

If] 9%»fatth.'n^ KiK7o;(f. hfta^p^ mfl'of, «• ▼• X* 

S . tcdigufi. 
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tedious, thit I choofe to refer the Reader to the 
Qriginal, in the fiftieth Book of tKat iricbmparable 
Hiftbrian. 

This IS a;ll I hate beetf able td meet with in my 
reading, wbicb I was willing to produce, as it may 
give fome Light arid Confirmation to my Hypothe- 
cs ; biit I a{)peal t6' the illifftripus Mr. /F— r^-r», 
tha;t great Decider of old Problems 2ihA modern Con- 
trbverfies, wHo vO'efl kndws the Zfeal bf Alithors to 
have theit Works tKoiigHt ofigiifal, wheihet, hot- 
withftanding any thing here qiiotecl, the Merit o^ 
this great Arcanum dpes not of right belong to me ? 
i mention that Gentleman's Name, who now iin- 
^ueftlonaWy ftands foremoft in the Catalogue of 
Britijh Writers j With the moft profOurtdRefpeil ; 
and it would afford me infinitd Pleafure,' if he would 
give this Subjed a Difcuffion in the next V6lume of 
the Divine L-^g — ni whenever hepleafes to oblige 
the World with tJvit long-expe£!ed Work ; Or if, 
by Chance^^ he (hould happen not to have room for 
it, being already furnifhed with his. Comfplem^nt of 
Digreflions (and to be furfc one Book can hardly 
contain every thirrg) ftiU I have the .Vanity to ex- 
peft a Letter from him by the firfi Poft^ to thank me,' 
.according to Cuftom,- for the honourable Mention 
I have made of him, and, with fome Compliments 
on my.Perfornian<:e, to ma'ke an Overture of his Ac- 
quaintance, 

. It now remains, beforiel conelude>,to explain the 
great Advantages that will flow from the Publication 
of this Trtatife ;• for this it is, which mulf redeem 

' M T rkQ 
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me from the reproachful Name of a Projeftor, znS 
rank me in the number of thofe illaflrious Wor- 
thies, who have invented ufeful Arts for the better 
At:commodation and Happinefs of human Life [g]. 

And, in the firft Place, I hope I ihall merit uni- 
▼prfally the Thanks of all riie Fair Sex, for difabufing 
Mankind on the SubjeA of Conception, and teach- 
ing them how a Woman may be with Child in ar 
fingle State, confiftently with the pureft Virtue. 

€ur igp dej^em fori fite C^^i^i MkOr^ 
Et fartn hua^^ dumm^ cafia^ wrp f 

But before this was known, when the World was 
foolifh enough to fiippofe Coition always previous tp 
Conception, . how^ many^ Ladies have innocently kkft 
their Reputation ? How many unUappy Creatures- 
liave fallen under the Cenfures of a malicious Worlds 
been excluded from Vifits, left out of Card-^Parties^- 
and pointed at by Prudes, only for the flight Incon- 
venience of happening t&be b];t>ught to Bed befoj?e 
Marriage? Whereas, when •nee this Difcovery is- 
ipread, it- will be eafy for a young Ladjr to lofe hep 
Maidenhead without lofing her Chara£ber, and ta 
tah the Air without any Dread of Calumny and Re^ 
proach inConfequenceof fo innocent a Gratiiicatien* 

Jam rtdit et virgPy redeunt Saeumia regna^^ f 

Jamr nvi^a frtgmies coflo demittitur ab9t 

Another great Benefit refulting from this Difco^i' 
very, will be the utter Abolition of Matrimony^ 

[ f ] Inventas aut pti vittm exccluere per 0rteSf Vx t C • 
f^tcd for the Sake of a Qu«uUoftr ' 

which 
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which has long been complained of by all the polite 
World, as a Nuifance grievous and intolcrabje, in- 
confident with all the Articles of modern Pleafure^ 
and dieftrudive of that Freedom, which of Right be- 
longs to Gentlemen. In confequence whereof, we 
fee Dukes and DutcheiTes, Lordi; and Ladies, and all 
the Great, whoring, divorcing, poi^ming one ano- 
ther, ftarving one another, cutting,jAe another's 
Throats, and pradifmg every other genteel fafhiona- 
ble Art ta brealj: loofe from their Fetters, aiid refcue 
themfclves from this worfe thai\ Egyptain Bondage. 
Now as I am a mod devoted Admirer of the Qreat^ 
apt toefteem every thing wife, lawful and right, that 
comes from the Mouth of sr Nobleman, I account 
myfelf happy to be Author of a Scbeine> that falls 
in fo naturally with their Pefires, and yriiX deliver 
them from that moft pernicious Inftitution, fupport^d 
by no other Authority than that of the Scriptures, an 
Authority long obfolete aad out of Date with die 
politer Part of Mankind f And as I cannot doubt 
but all Women for the future will choofe to propa- 
gate the Species upon the Plan here recotnmended^ 
I can aflure them for their Comfort, that their Satif- 
faAion will be as great in this Way, as in the ordi«- 
nary and coarfer Communication with Man ; which 
Indeed the Fondne&that Ladies have always exprefll- 
ed for Zephyrs J abundaady proves, though hitherto 
fbey have been ignorant of the Caufe of the agreeable 
jSenfation;^ exited by that amorous Wind. ^ 

But the moft capital Advantage of all remains yet 
to be toM^ and in describing of this I muft exalt my 
Style : . 
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Major rerum rnlbi nafcitur ordo^ 



Majus opus mov^o. 

There is a certain Diftemper moft fatally cpide* 
piic, which has much employed the Speculation, and 
more the Pradlice, of Mankind. Whefther with Phy- 
ficians we call it the Lues Venereay with Tothecaries 
the Venereal Difeafe, with Ladies the French Dijiem- 
per J or with fine Gentlemen the P— x ; it is known 
by all thefe Denominations, befide an infinite Num- 
ber of inferior Titles, that mark the feveral Stagey 

of this puifTant, deflroying Pcflilence, 

■ ' . » - . • • ■ - 

I * ■ Nomina miller 



Mille nocendi aries^ 

,6pmc tell you th*t Columbus brought it ovqr from 
his new American World in a Ban-box ; and that it 
is nothing more than the Yaws operating differently 
wpon European Conftitutions [i]. Others are con- 
tented to go no further for it than France ; and very 
confidently aiTure us, that it ^as imported hither 
among other elegant Accompliihments, for which 
we have been indebted to t}>at Land of Luxury and 
Refinement. But though its Origin be doubtful and 
uncertain^ its A^^hivement^ are u|i<)Uc||ionably fure; 
^nd. Oh, thsit I h^d the Pen of Fra^q/Iorius to defcribq 

[Zf] However fqme People may contend for the modern Introduflioa 
of this Diftemper, I am perfuaded it is as old as the Days of Hercules^ 
and that this illuftrious Griaiit-killer was infected with it. The envc-^ 
apmcd Shirt of Neffits, |nd the Torments he fuifered by putting It o% 
are plainly ;i Poetic Allegory, which I interpret in the following eaiV 
^lanner.--Air^«: p-^x'd his Vlhoit, ajftd flic p— x'd Herculeu 
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the Ravage it commits upon a human Body ! Lend, - 
I^nd me Af&ftance, all ye battered Rakes, while with 
blackeftink I undertake to paint the Havocks of that 
honourable Difeafe, of which thoufands of your 
Forefathers have died, and whereof yourfelves fo 
vain-glorioufly boaft in Taverns and CofFee-houfes, 
to the great Advancement of Virtue and Mbplity, ' 
Say, illuftrious — and — and — , for ye know,' 
with what fatal Rapidity its Venom over-runs the' 
Conftitution, how it undermines the Teeth, un- 
hinges jhe Nofe, foddens the Flefli, ftrikes Rotten^ ' 
nefe to the Bones, and poifons the very fpinal Mar-- 
row. Say, farther, moft enviable Sons of Pleafurc ; 
for this alfo Experience may have taught you, how 
it fpreads by Contagion, and operates by Commu- 
nication. Some Hufbands giye it their Wives, and 
fome Wives give it their Hufbands. Nor does the 
Evil end with' Life, but revives again in the Pofteri- 
ty, is entailed on the Heirs of great Families, inherit- 
ed in fure Succefllon, and oftentimes, ' too often, 
proves the only thing that is inherited by Heirs of 
noble, but corrupted Blood . Hence arifes an enervat- 
ed Progeny, weak in theif Perfons, and weaker in 
their Underftandings ; a puny, ill-compounded, un- 
manly Race, who bear about them the Marks of 
their Father's Wickednefs in moft legible Cbarac- 
tcrs ; and though liable to be blown away by every 
IJlaft of Wind, Jiave the Arrogance to ftrut through 
the Mall with Swords by their Sides, and fancy 
tbemfelves Men, Alas ! tl^eir Mother's Chambc^r 
inaids would make better Men. 

Non his juvenilis orta parefitihus 
fnfecit aquor fanguine Galileo. 

M 4 Now 
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. Now this Diftemper, fo terrible in its Eflfeils^, ancj 
fo pernicious in its Confequences, has been attacked^ 
for many Centuries,, by all ih& E/cuIapiafi Art in, vain : 
[/J Mercury has. exhaufted , all its fruitlefs Powers jj^ 
$alivations exerted their gleanfing Influence without 
EfFeft ;- and the mighty IVard^ with his illuftrious^ . 
pill, fits defpairingin an Elbow-chair at JVhitehaltj^, 
to find himfelf defeated by this invincible Difeafe/ 
But what neither phyfical Prefer! pt ions, not chirur-.^ 
gical Operations, what neither Empirics with their 
Pills, nor Graduates of the Faculty with their PurgcSj^' 
hav^beeii able to aci:ompli(li j I pretend to perform, 
in a fafe, eafy^ effedlual Manner, {ahfit fuperbia.' 
4i^o) and fox ever to drive out the Pr— x from hi^ 
Majefty's Dominions, If all in female Shape (for I 
dare not call them all Women) will agree to fecludes. 
themfelves from the fqul Embrace^ of Men for one 
Year (which I account a very modeft Propofal, as I 
offer them a better Qratification in lieu of what they 
^e to forfeit, this ruinous Plague muft ceafe from 
among us), And I humbly recommend it, with all 
4ue Submiffion, to the Judgment and Confideration " 
of the moft honourable the L— ds of the P. C. whe- 
ther a R— I Edi(S would not be well employed, to* 
forbid all Copulation throughout' the Kingdom for- 
the Space of one whole Year, begii^ning from Lady- 
day next, in order to flop the Growth and Increafe 
pf a Contagion much more fatal th^n that which 

f i] Cafar telh ut our old Bntijb An«eftot» worflitftd Merauj^ 
above ftll the Gods^ Deum maxime Meranrkm aiunt^ ^* Tb^ mo* 
4ern Pefceadants fltU^ wot&ip the fame Deity. 

now 
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|)ow>fweeps away our horned Cattle, and equall]^ 
dcferving the Intcrpofitioii of Authority, 

But Objeftors ftlll may be apt to queftion, whe- 
ther your doubkjii/!i IT d Children J who pafs through 
the feminal Veffels of both Sexes in the old Way of 
(Seneration, are not of Courfe more healthy and vi- 
gofous tha% yoMxfingle dl/liirdlnUnts will be, who^ 
are to receive only the Nature of a female Womb ? 
I|^ Confutation o^ which ftily Prejudice, though I 
ppuld produce feveral very cogent Arguments from 
the Depth of Philofophy, yet I choofe to anfwer this 
Query by another ; Whether the prefent Race of 
Fathers, efpecially thofc in high Life, under the Cir- 
cumftances I have defcribed, are qualified to beget 
Children ^t all ? But when Women are left to breed 
of themfelves, and the Venereal Difeafe is baniflie4' 
from among us, we may then hope to fee an Off- 
fpring rpbuft and healthy ; Britijh Valour will then, 
recover its iancient Glory ; new Crejfys^ new Agiu'- 
fotfrUy new Blenheim^ fucceed to grace our Annals, 

Nor Henry he the la/i that conquers France. 
Wherefore, "pot doubting but my Scheme will 
immediately take Place, I (hall apply very foonfor 
f Patent to fecure to myfelf the fole Advantage of 
this Dif^overy j and in the mean Time I have taken 
a Houfe in the Hay-mar kety dans la marchc aufoin^ 
where I fhaH give AttenSanceto ail Women dcfiroug 
of bi^ed jng, from the Hours of Seven or Eight in the 
^Evening, till Twelve at Night; and if they will 
fluiedr fubmit tbemfejves to my Experiment, I will 
^ cnfurt? 
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cnfure their Pregnancy at the proper Time, calcu- 
lating from the Hour they did me the Favour of their 
Vifit, Let them confider that the Glory and In- 
tcreft of Great Britain are now incumbent upon them^ 
that it is in their Power to raifc our Vigour, and, 
as I may fay, to mend the Breed of Englijhmen. In 
k doing, their Nam(?s )vill be recorded in Hiftory, 
a^ the illuftrious Propagators of Heroifm, the Found- 
ers of a new Se£t of Men, and be handed 4own to 
Pofterity equally famous with the Spartan and Ro^ 
man Ladies, whofe mai>y Gallant Atchievements for 
Ac Good of their Countries, in Times of Diftrefs, 
engaged Poets and Hiftorians in their Praife, 

But principally and eameftly I addr^fs myfelf to 
ypu. Gentlemen of the Royal Society j who jhine in 
the Dignity of p. R. S. and I hope you will recom- 
mend this Treatife tp the World with all the 

Warmth and Zeal that becomes the Promoters of 

. ■ ■ , . • • • . ■. 

ufeful Knpwledge, the Patrpns of Learning, the 
Judges of Scien«e, and the Inveftigators of Truths 

' I am, Gentlemen, with all poffible Refpeft, De-? 
ference, 3ubmi|Iipn, and Veneration, 

Your moji oMif^nt^ humhle^ 

(ind devote4 Sexvani^ 

< 

Abraham Johmsdn^' 
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F atll the zealous Efforts diat have beeit 
made by the Reformers of this Cbriftiaoh 
Age to check the Progrefs of Vice anpi 
Ittimorality^ the Claaiour againA Gaming hath m^tf 
with the greateft Number of Voices to fupport it : 
the Journalift worries rt from the Prefs : the Prcacheif 
curfes it moft devoutly from the Pulpit ; and tor 
crown all, the Tragedian thunders againft it fromr 
the Stage. This laft courageous Author, in thcT 
Hurry of his Valour, diiiiaining the Precaution of 
moft Heroes, who have ufually entered Uf on thefe 
Adventures, ci^fed in Poetry, and armed at all 
Points with Rhyme and Metaphor, fallies put with 
fto earthly Weapon, but honeft blunt Profe, upoiT 
^e old Scheme of fighting Giants, and taming 
Moftflers. Butfirft he fcnds' out his little Dwarf 

9f 



174 A MODEST DEFENCJ; 
of a [a] Prologue, to cliallenge the Hydra from her 
Den, and to defire {he would come out and be 
tallied: they meet; and after a Fight 6f tKrgc 
Hours, the Mphfter having received fome fecret 
Wound, nobo^jr knoWs whete, falls down and ex- 
pires. So 

Moore of Moore-'Hall 

JViih nothing ai all 

Hath flain the Dragon of WantUy. 

But, in the Name of Fortune^ what has the Sd" 
ciety ofGameJlers done to provoke all this Violence ? 
If the Zeal of Gentlemen lies iipon their Hattdd, let 
them however employ it upon its proper Objefts. 
There are Vices at leaft as epidemic as Gaming^ and 
far more pernicious, that may employ all the Wit 
and Genius aiiy modern Author has to ipare. Hath 
Extortion been banifhed from the Seat of Trade ; 
Perjury from the Courts of Juftice 5 or hath Co^int 
Garden been deftroyed by Fire from Heaven ? What 
Wifdom is it to connive at thefe Enormities, and 
vent our Spleen upon an innocent Diverfion, which, 
if an I/ifirmity, is furely the In£rmity 6f Noble 
Minds ? 

That this Gaufe (hould hitherto hlave wanted Ad- 
vocates, will, no doubt, appear Angular : for though, 
the Profefibrs themfelves are not at leifure to deal in 

£4] Our Author, Sirs, u come a Monfter-tamiinf, 

Ann*d af all Points agjdnft the Hydra — 1 Gaming. 

Prologue to the Gam^er,^ 

Oontrovcrfyy 
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'.Cohtroverfy, it might be expefted their Dependants 
would take the Pen in their Behalf; However, fince * 
Gratitude has not done them this good Office, Ja* 
ilice fhail ; and I hope thofe noble Perfonages will 
interpret, with their ufual Candour, the Intentions' 
of one, who honours them for their Principles, 
though he is a Stranger to their Perfons : Principles 
that open and enlarge the Soul ; dear to Philofophjr, 
becauie they are founded in the Contempt of worldly 
Things ; Friends to Policy, becaufe they make 
Money circulate, and teach liidufiry the Wa^y to 
thrive; fomething allied to Religion too, iovihej 
,pll the Hungry with good TbingSy and fend thi . RlgV 
empty away • 

In order to fet this Matter in thecleareft Light, t 
Ihall fairly ftate and anfwer thofe Objedtions that are 
made to the Gamefter^ confidered as Matter of a 
Family, and Member of the Community ; that we 
may fee how far his Profeffion can be thought to 
afFeft either Domeftic Peace, or public Happinefs : 
After which I fliall briefly.enumerate the Advantages 
that refult from this Pra£l:ice, which either Careleff- 
nefs hath overlooked, or Prejudice mifconftrued* 

And firft it is r eprefented as a Matter of. Scandal, 
that a Gentleman (hauld indulge himfclf in a per- 
petual Courfe of licentious Diverfions, while his 
•Lady is left to bear the Burthen of Family- oecono- 
my, and repining for the Lofs of that Tendernefs &> 
^hich (he hath an uadoubted Claim. 

Here lobferve, hpw difficult it is f6r EngJtJhmen 
. to preferve Reverence, or even common Modefty, 

. when 
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when they are difcourfing of their Superiors. Her^ 
is the whole Body of the Female Nobility and 
^jcntryftigmatizied in a Lomp, as if they fubmittcd 
to the vulgar Druc%ery of infpecling the Accounts 
"and Morals of their Families : Sofch Calumnies as 
thefeare fiot the lefs injurious to Decency, becaufe 
in this Country of ^Freedom they inay be vented 
with Safety ; neither is it any way's fir, that Cha- 
ra£lers of this exalted Rank (hould lie at the ^Icrcy 
of the vulgar Herd, . who judge without Diftinc- 
tion, and cenfure without Feeling. 

As to the other CKimaera, that Women of <Jt^a^ 
iity ever repine for their Hufbands AWence, or that 
^ne fingle ftraggling Idea ever went in fearch of 
them, or their Amufements, their Bufinefs, or their 
Company, I can only wondt:r, where it found an 
Imagination to harbour it. Is any one fo wild to 
Conceive that NumUrs marry for any other Purpofe 
than to get a Separation as faft as poi&ble ? Sonrie 
wed for a Title j fome are weary ^a Mother's 
1/eading-ftrings ; (ome fittle in the Pf^orldy that they 
may run loofe about the Town, and indulge the 
Marriage Liberties : 'Tis the Lawyer, not the 
*i*rieft, tycs the Knot; they mortify for the prefent^ 
tbhave Fteafure in Reverfion. 

5utthe ffron^eft Objedlon ag2tk)ft this Comtifierce 
^h the Eye of the. World is ftill behind ; and that is^ 
Allegiance to tfte higher Powers : For there reigfts 
in this IflSmd a Monairch, who iinfortitnately couU 
tiot be .prevailed upon to abdicate at the Revolutioth 

thou^ 
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.th<5agh be had Always claimed /arid cx^rdlkJL Kdif- 
penfing power ; the. Prince I mean &F4^W* rjXs 
Law& dilFer in onp Refpe£t from tK)>fe.of the Jl/^j 
and ferfiam % f0r they altered not ; Whefreas his afe 
fhiftihg every Hour ; but thi^r 2^QC ifx this Pf^nt, 
that whoever oppofes them had as good be caft into 
the J!>^ ofLionfj and devoui%4 <iUt sS thje-way.^i for 
no human Creattire will give him COUntenahce/or 
be feen iri his Gompahy. 

This Prijjicei lifcb a wife Lcg^fiatOfi hadi tuilt hi^ 
Syftcm of Gpyernment upon ,the 9I4 Fouii4aiiofi 4f 
JRcwards andPnnifhmentis, Xl^c Ladies:Qf:£irfi^4/ 
fnjpy fron) fqjhioni%s jfee.r^.pf iu»...4f^.froq»,|l|[i: 
Common Law, certain Rights and Priviiegi^s^ tiy^ 
are not to be forfeited, except by t"heir OMm^Qonfenfc 
It would be necdlefs to recite them at pref<;nt ^ ij^t^ 
are contained at .large in the Qrand Chairt^ Fq/hior^ 
gave his Subj£i^s j^ they, on their fide, .engaged to 
fubmit their Thoughts, Wo)fdS) and Adioiis.tg 13^19 
Diredion, and tp df> him Homage; a^ their. \Mg^ 
Sovereign. From, this Aort Sketch it ^iU b^ ^X 
to point out the Gonfequenqe^ if jmy Woman of 
Fajhim were. to commence an Acquaintaunce witlj hei^ 
awn Hufband.: ;She would be excommunicated fromu 
every Affcmbly in Town, and her Name expungc4. 

from the Catalogue of human Beings* 

p • • .... 

- . /■•••» • - • • 

Gentlemen therefore may well be excufed tot not 
optruding Viuts, which are mconjlituttonaly and V9td 
in themfelvesi neither.oifght.th?Gtf)!^f^/rx in parti-\ 
cuUr to be taxed for Principles which they only hol« . 
iri common with all Perfons <rf Figure and Tafte* 

Vol, I. N It: 
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It is further a11e<^ged againft the PraAice of Gam* 
ingy that the Heirs of great Families are often ruined 
by the Vices of their Parents^ and reduced from a 
State of Affluence to ftruggle againft Poverty with 
a Spirit broken by Difslppolntinent* 

Let us argtte this Matter cahnly. The Mifchiefs 
of a vicious Education are univerfally lamented ; and, 
I hope, all will concur to apply the Remedy, where- 
ever found, without any Mixture of Paffion and Pre- 
judice. I fay then, it is one main End of the wife 
Inftitution oi Gaming^ to prevent or correA the Ef- 
fe£b of a vicious Education, and to fecure our Youth 
from Intemperance by the (alutary Reftraints of 
Want and Poverty. It is the Confidence of inherit- 
ing great Eftates that naturally begets Idlenefs and 
Debauchery ; and do we cenfure thofe whofe un- 
wearied Pradice it is to abate this Confidence ? It 
is to this Independent Spirit we owe the Exiftence pf 
thofe Creatures that walk upright, and are called 
Bucks I ahd from this is derived that monftrous 
Brood of Country Squires^ whofe fole Bufinefs and 
Pleafure it is ts iiU Foxes ; a Pradice that cannot 
cafily be juftrfied eitfier to God or Man, becaufe 
diofe Animals do lefs Mifchief in a Manor, and are 
a far more rational Vermin, than themfelves. 

But if the Principles of Play, were duly attended 
to, the Heirs of Gaming Families would refledl on 
their precarious Situation, and fhelter themfelves in 
fpmc Libetsd Frofti&oft : They would confider, that 

Indufby* 
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Induftry and Application might fet things rigbt^ and 
make them almoft as rich as their younger Brodiers. 
Intereft would charm them to Virtue, though they 
had ftppt their Ears to Reafon and Confcience : For 
ail Well-bred Perfons are agreed to dcteft Poverty 
more, if polfible, than Learning itfelf. 

Still it will l)e urged, that the Daughters of 
Gamefters are unprovided for in this Scheme, whom 
Cuftom, if not Nature^ hath barred from all Re^ 
fources of Induftry, except fuch as are beneath the 
Dignity t)f noble birth 5 and therefore, in the Cafe 
abovementioned, they are inevitably expofed either 
to Poverty or Contempt* 

'Tis confdG&d, their Education differs from ours t 
They cannot flourifh at the Bar, or blufter in at 
Campaign ; but they may exercife their Genius at 
tVhiflj or their Courage at the Brag-^Tabte '^ the 
Card Afiembiies are ftiU open to their Induftry ^ the 
nobleft Scene, wherein the Female Talents cixi be 
exerted : Neither is any great Fund necefiary for 
this^ if we confider the known Prerogatives (xf the 
Sex : When they win, they have fpeedier Payment; 
when they loofe— /Ary have longer Credit. And cer- 
tain it is, whatever Pain it may give us to confefs 
it, the Ladies have the Powers of Gaming in greater 
Perfedion than the Men: What Enthufiafm in 
their Hopes 1 what Judgment in their Fears ! what 
Skill in chaoging Places and veering about, when the 
Wind of Fortune is in thfeir Teeth ! how dextroufiy 
dotheylhuffle! how critically do they cut ! how do 

N 2 they 
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iHey peiietfate iiitb tin Adverfiry's (^kie^os k 
iuereivithaGlanu! then they calcufetfe ! ThdCight 
tanhat k^^ Pice ^ith th^iii : dottbtlefs tKejr pla^ 
ilic fFhcU Ganie iVitfi greater Buccefs than wfe cah 
|3retend to do* 

But fuppofing they had no Refource ; it is only a 
ifeirfixnHar'lhftachce of Drftrefs'from wMch no State 
Ixfth "been exempted* j in Aocidcht by %vhich tlife 
l)eft Purpoffis of Induftryand Virtue h*ve fometime^ 
ififfckfrifed : it h no Drfgrace K> d Gdthejlir that hb 
Is BiFiKl. By Fortune, Who hath fcrrfedf OeftfefjJs in 
Irer Time, iahd SStcfmen tioo irtkift they have 
looked wifcft. 

*>■•'■• ♦ •• . 

Sddie, like Ro'ArigOj, to put Money in their 

TtirfehUve fold all therr L^ds ; why not ? Gaining, 

"Bl& the iLaW, abhors Perpetuties, Property is ih 

'cdnflaHt Uirctilatioh^ but then, like the S^a^ what 

it'lofes on one SWoVc it gains On another; and if 

1R)i6c Y(Jw can beiheiltlohed whomP/irybath reduced 

'to Beggary, I cduld engage (if it ^^wuld not offend 

■ilhfefr^Modefty) to fianie hiany more Whom it has 

fiiin iutifthi Min tofei thim with Princes. 

NSw^a^Vicwttis Affair in another Light : Pray 
Vhctc ft flie EKffereiicc, in point of Morality, feii- 
;iW^^ ihie ^Anitft^'iYiit tfa'fficks witli'his (Stock it 
%dme- 'ihd the 'M<?rch^t that fends it abroad on 
'foi-«^ Vehtiite ? But it will be afted, «* Do I call 
<«'th^ Profeffion of Gamjim a Trade f' Yes, ceif- 
taiflty! oine of the mgft flourishing in the Ktngdoih. 

And 
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And if they fliould get themfelves creftcd intoaCor** 
fOTTttiony 'ds what t hJavie long. €:«:pc^<il^ ^^fticy 
cannot do a better tbing.. /fiutlxx prQcce4 : , tH<r Si*- 
tuatton of OUT Country, ixiclite^ u^ to Cpniirn^ce^ 
and the Genius of * our PeOpLe determinf^ tb^ %9^ 
Flay. . The Merchant 0(ftennik8. his whcdQ Effl^9> 
in onp Bottopit aod the Qtn$\pr!^m, often h^^farji^ aljl 
his E&utnpoii.onn RuWijer : 'Tis tijue.thf&jr s^r<i fe^tl^ 
liable to the Sttrokes of Fortune. ;. fpC;<»o,;(5WTOp 
ccunmand the. Winds «n4 ths; Wsiy?5$ ^»y TOf^ 
than the other can the Aces and Honours ; . but th^if 
Defigns are the fame, equally tending to advance 
thfiir Famiiy, mi to feryp theif Ccm9tiy» ^he 
whole Difti^ton 18^ Ib^c whm the f^ifa^ $tr(^f 
happeA3, 6ae la fiUe^ a. Bankrupt the Qth^ a Gali^i 
but fof n^ own Part, I nujfl bi^JnduJg^d ifi calling 
the G^n^fter under tbofe Cireumftances, ^. Pfp^ffi 
MtrcbanU becaufe, it ^«ais the T^rm ^e.uf|^4 ^\ 
%<;)x9o\ whm a Boy ^d k^ft s^U bi^ M^rl?}^^. ^ . . 

But now, to f^et^e dijfefept TiTBatipppt th?:,ilwf- 
j.udging; Wofld ^Iferds t9 thefe two bafl|p4 A4W"^ 
turers : Qnj^ is received with Pity^ the o^hcr wit^ 
Infamy ; hegle<9;ed by his Friends, infulted by his 
Enemies j d^pife^ by ^•■fr-'p^s is, the. R^Tjf^i;(^ of 
difti:effe(i[ Me^it in thi? A^^riVff Climii^e ! TW^ 
are thp Fruits a Gentleinan is to expedi ^&er h^v 
tog facrig,q:d hjj Tm?*^ ftj*lt}^> ^^ Qtf'?f> W ithg 
Profecutioi^ of ^ noble Sc^^^if? ^f^J^y Vi^Cfw(e ^ 
has happened, in tl^p T^xneppifx^^ tQ h^ar iupnijb^ 
^nd his JPyftejijtjr. ». . . .^ 

. N 3 But 



i8z A MODEST DEFENCE 

But I hope thcfe Gentlemen^ when they are 
brought to a Sitpation wherein they (hall no longer 
cboefe to be popular^ I truft, they will appeal from 
the Clamours of the Multitude, to the ftill Voice of 
their own Confcience«-r And when they (hall hear 
themfelves traduced as Poifoners of Morals, and 
Corrupters of Youth, they will lay their Hands up- 
on their Breafls (where they will be fure to find all 
quiet) and reflect that all this happened to Socrates 
long ago, ♦ 

I now come to thofe Objections wherein the 
Gamefter is taxed as an Enemy to the general Good 
of the Community. And firft, thofe o]d*-fafliioned 
Politicians (there are not many of them left) who 
think Righteoufnefe exalteth a Nation, are in Pain 
for the general Defection to Vice, which Gaming oc- 
cafions ; and they are grievoufly afraid that the hor- 
rid Oaths and Blafphemies which are daily vented, 
and numberlefs Frauds which are inceflantly prac- 
tifed, will foon complete the Meafure of our Iniqui- 
ties, and bring on the third Earthquake very Ihortly. 

As to Oaths, the Objcdion, I-muft needs fay, [^ 
frivolous enough j^ for all Perfons are agree J, Gen- 
tlemen muft fwear fomewhere, what is the matter 
whether it be done in the Progrefs of a Rubber, or 
an Intrigue, in TV^^t^s ChocolaU-boufey or a Lady's 
Bcd-Charober ? But for my own Part fince Perju- 
ries have been fo freely tolerated of late, T thought 
(and if I am wrong I beg Pardon for a very innocent 

Miftakc) 
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]ji|jiftake) I took it for granted that Oaths bad been 
alhwedy 9s tending to enliven Conyerfation, and X» 
feyiyi'Eloquencc. 

The Suppofitioi> of Bbfphemy Qiuft. proceed from 
a Want of Candour^ which, I hope, few will imitate,* 
Such Word$ (hould not be ra(hly. applied to large 
Aflemblies^ where it is odds but far the greater Part 
are entirely innocent ; for how can Men blafphetne 
9 Ppiyer which they do not acknowledge to tiCiiL f 

As to Frauds, they cofJd never \>t ftifpe£led^ if 
the Principles on which Gentlemen regulate their 
Condu£t where once Icnown, which I (hall ther^re 
take leave to difclpfe ^s briery as poffible. 

It U agreed by Phflofophers, there is a ftrift Ana- 
logy between the Natural and Moral Syftems. Now 
as the Mafs of Nature, according tp AriJiotU^ is 
compounded out of four principal Ingredients, to 
which he afterwards added a ^infa Effintia^ of more 
refined Nature and eccult ^alities ; fo Morality is 
formed in like manner out of four Elements, which 
are vulgarly ftyled the Cardinal Virtues, befide^ 
which there is a ^intejfence called Honour^ for the 
y fe of the Nobilty^ Gentry^ — but No Others ; for 
thus the matter is ordered ; the Mob content themr 
felves with the Elements, leaving to the Quality the 
fole Pofleffion of the ^uinttffince. As to aefining it^ 
I ihall not fet about it for the prefent, nor in all 
Likelihood for the Time to comfs, it being a thing 
^uch eailer to be felt than undcrftood.— »And here 

N 4 without 
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t^itnout the leaA Intention to offend tfie Clgrcy ffor 

_nr"> l>f^' ' riL'^O t'*?1 r ojnn. -> - -.1 u - "^ ^ \^ ^ Jj. 
whQie runction I n'4ve a fijncere Reverence) 1 muff 

Hivi^ctAinibh to limtoije iSiri^.-^lt would he welt 

taien, if they would drop this Subject: entirely in all 

their Difcourfes and Writings.— There is. a ftcfet 




Temperance^ with fonie few Improvemenl;^, might 
ofc made u(efij'6n6ueh : But J?/<?«^^^ 



Enough 

By Heavens it were an eaj^, Lisap^ 
Td pluck br'ight Ronour from ^ipalSfac'd Modn ; ' 
Or dive into the Bottom of the Deeby 
'Akapluck up drowned Honour by the Locks. Shakefpear, 

T hope no Man alive will fay any thins: a^ainft Ho^ 
nmrin my Hearirig. 

It is likewife alledged that Gaming has a Tenden- 
cy t6deftr<5y 'all Drftirtdtions of Rank and Quality^ 
for thait many Perfons of the moft fordid and ob-V 
•ftul-e" Families are' hereby introduced to Familiari- 
tteS With'th^ 6reat, by which the' Dignity of the; 
piiL'agfeti^'debafed; * ' ^ ' ^ "^ ' " •• 

• With Submiffion I am of a different Opinion: 
I thiWk'the Dignity of the P— rf-^^' is moft cffeau- 
ally'diebafed b'y Pride, and'exalted by 'Cbndefcenfion. 
What'tah be'ftiore amiable IKan tb^'icc Pcrforis bP' 

*tbQ 
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the bigljcft Raok vying with each other to carefs an 
unfortunate Man, th^t is nj^aking a defperate Pufli 
with the laft Handful of Guineas he h^s in the 
XiV^orJld ? ProppJTing Betts with fo much 4ffMlity^ 
taking his Money in fuch ^.friendly Manner, and 
admintflring the laji Offces to him With fuch a Fund 
of Rumiantiy ?• I fee no Juftice in. excluding every 
Stranger from an E O Table, that cannot produce 
a Pedigree traced from the Conqueft : If he has the 
-Drefs and Purfe of a Gentleman, that is fufficient : 
h% for 2, full md true Account of his Birthy Parentr 
age and Educatlony-^ct that be refcrved for another 
Time and Place, 

To fay the Truth, thefe Qucftions about Family, 
arc more for Curiofity than Ufe ; and do but fervc 
io delay Buftnefs : For wljen a Dozen^ Carrion Birds 
are met together in a Field,"and get Scent of a Carr 
cafe, I never could, obferve them debating whether 
it were an Hqne or an Afsthey were about to devour: 
All thpy do is, tp vote themfelves hungry and fall oa * 
\vithout farther Cereniony, 

1 

Xaftly, it IS urged, the Example is pernicious ; 
Vices of Quality naturally defcend to a lower Sphere, 
and infeft thofe, who can eafily learn the Corrup- 
tions, without having the Refources of Wealthy 
from whence Violence and Rapine are.praftifed, as 
the only means to feed Riot and Extravagance. 

I am afraid this Reafoning will prove rather more 
lihan it intended.; for at this rate Gentlemen muft 

reflrain 
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reftrain their own Plcafurcs for the Sake of other 
People's Morals. Men of Wit and Spirits about 
Town muft give up Genius, F.ire, Vivaciiy, and all 
the Refinements of Life, in order to favc the Souls 
of half a Dozen Beggars. A very hopeful Scheme 
truly ! But I doubt tlie Gmefters will hardly be at 
leifure to confult the Scruples of others^ for this 
manifeft Reafon, becaufe they have hitherto had 
none of their own \ neither are their Confciences of 
that puling Kind, that will fubmit to be fed with 
this Milk of Babfs .Vr- they have Digeftion for 
ftrongerFood. 

Having thus far cleared the Gamifler from thofe 
Imputations, that might afFedl him in his private and 
public Capacity, I (hall now proceed to mentioi} 
^me Advantages thajt rpfiflt from thjs Pra(9:ice. 

One great Advantage of Gaming is, that it teaches 
us to bear up againft the Charms of Wealth, and 
Terrors of Poverty. For my own Part it hath fcri- 
oufly affe(9:ed me to reflefl:, that Money, the grand 
Sourceand End of alj human Counfels, the Cor- 
ruptor of Patriots, and Divider of Princes, for whicl^ 
Beauties languifli. Heroes fight, and Sages write 
upon Virtue; fiiould come to be utterly difregarded 
25 3 Thing of no Efteem, amidft a gcnefal^pilMutior^ 
of Morals, and in the Dregs of Time* There have 
fceen Philofophers who have defpifed Riches, when 
they could not get at them 5 apdfome who have 
?dvifed the World to defpjfe them, while they have 
isccn hoarding themfelves : but no Age, except the 

prcfent^ 
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prefcnt, hath produced Spirits afpiring to this high 
F.erfc£Hon ; that have courted Ppverty in the midft 
of Plenty j renounced Eafe, when they were bora 
to Luxur yj and harraffcd their Conftitutions to ef- 
feft Dcfigns, which the reft of Mankind, wholly 
blinded by Prejudice, are fure tq confider as in-? 
famous anfl deteftabk. 

Having mentioned Pbiio&phe^s, I pannot find in. 
my Heart to proceed, without confideringfrom what 
Sed among the Ancients, the Pririciplc? and Tejrjets 
of oijU* modern Qentlemen feem to be derived ; and 
upon matuije Reflexjop, I find theyarie built upon 
the Ruins of the Qyremic^ the Founder of which 
^as Jrijiippusj the fineft Gentleman of his Age ; 
and no doubt a Gamefler. And whoever ha? turned 
l>is Thoughts to«Kamine the GondutSland Opinions 
pf that Philofopher, as they arc iJfJiyered to us by 
tjiemofc authentic Writcp^ will find the Parallel 
ftrikingenotigh tp juftify a longer Dig;reffion t^an I 
^t prefei^t defxgn to maljc. 

And firft jtriflifpus was celebrated for his uncom- 
mon Contempt of Moi^ey ; for, being on a Journey^ 
aad finding his Attendants lag behind, too heavy 
laden with Treafure, he ordered them to leave it in 
the Defart, and purfued hisWaywitl^out it. 



Strvos projicere aurum 



In media jujjh Libya. 



The Slaves at his Connnand 



Scqttefd his Gold on Libyans barren Sand* 

la 
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In Imitation of ^ybich Proceeding, kis Foliowera 
among us (hew the utraoft Forwardne^ to dive^ 
ihemfeives of that Ihcumhfirame as faft'as ppffibfe. 

Some Perfons have been furprifed,' how our mo- 
dem Gentlemen cao^fuftain that Charafter under tho 
ilrange Variety of Drefe that Fzr^/ow prcfcribes.- 
What a differeii,t Appearance is made by the fame 
Individual, vrhen.you fte hitn ftiuntring in x^t Mall 
and lounging ijithe flajr-houfe ? yetftill the Gen- 
tleman appears .through' all. .; All' which is direS- 
ly traced from" the fatjerft of Arijfippui :- Some- 
times h? madjB a Figure in purple Rob'^s 5 and often 
as [^] Diogenes LafriiiisiohCQXvth, he would^ walk, 
about with a Newmarhi Switch in his Iland, his 

Hair in Papers, and jit i\\e^Anca/ier Cock : . . , > 

■• * . - • - i '^ 

/ . - ^ ,. ... ,« . . 

^uidUbei tndutt^i ccMerrlma per losa vadety 
.Perfcnamque feret non incoricinhus utramque. Hor» 
■• J{;5 Drefsytho* varied^ fix* d the public Eyes ^ - 

Andjhew'd an Elegance that mck*d 'Difguife. 

• > J 

Arifiippus had a wonderful PenchanJ towards the 
Tair Sex : He would ride Poft zt any Time, rather 
than baulk his Afiignations : And once it is record- 
ed he made a long Voyage, for the Pleafure of con-, 
verfmg with the celebrated Lais^ the T-^nhy M-rry 
pf her Age. But here the Scholars have far out- 
ftr'ippcd thejr Mafler, if.wee^ccpt the Sailing Expe- 
dition, which Fortune hath put out of the Queftion, 
by providing them with Miftrcffes, as well as Sur- 
gcons;^ in every Street. 

' ' 1>] In Vlt. Arifti'ppu. 

It 
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It will vioK ^^'^x ftfange, ^fter what was faid in 
the laft Paragraph, that Arijiippus had feveral na- 
ttirSl Ghildren^ but thcYe being no Foundling H^fpi^ 
tal in thofe Dlys, he told their Mothers, in his ea^ 
Wajy Procreation was not what he defired or //«- 
tended \ that for his Part, be confidered Children 
as mere bodily Secretions : .. However, if the Par{/h 
chofe to provide for them^ lie had no Objection. 
Our Pfoceedihg, till of latp,, was the exacS Coun* 
t&Tpzft bf this: Now indeed thp^ Cafe is altered ; 
and Gentledien commit Fofnication in the Spirit of 
Paitriotifm, in order to raife Supplies for the Herring 
Fijherf. 

# 

Howtvtf , there is one thing Wliick it would be 

unfair in. me t-o fuppoefs: //<w^f7^^ ihtroduces Ari^ 

Jiippus holding a.'ConVerfatito with Diogenes the 

C^»iV» wherein he fays of bimfelf, what liiftory.hatb 

IHeeiK^ife cgnfirmed ^ 

Equus utmej>crtety alat rex^ , 



i Offiaum^faei^ 
I — ^ I fell my Flatt^y/flY Gain^ .> 

And fawn for Luxury which Kings maintain^ 

' • f • ' • . . 

Tl^e.Philoic^hery it feems,/'not being born to an 
independent for^une^ condefcetided to accept certain 
Gr'atuities ^rpmrthe Crinces and;<3r^at Men of hjs' 
Timt \2Xi^^ for fear ofloftng his ^enfiou^ w^s their 
very obfequions and devoted humbk Servant ; wlucj|i 
is the ocjy material PoiBt, wherein his Characler 

differs 
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difFers from that of our Nobility, to whom nothing, 
of this Sort can, with any Colour, be obje^ed.* 

Biit to t-eturn t6 my Arguttient (which I d6 
with the fame PleafUre that a Gefttlefh^fl who haSs 
cut out^ returns tozRtibber)^ ancfthei' Advantage of 
Gaming is, that it clears the Mind bt ittattiy uneafy 
Paffi^nS. Tully has left us a Treatifc agaifift Per- 
turbations ; but, in my Opiriion, Mr.- Hoyle has pub- 
liflied i mucli better fol^ Ufe and Praftice : For 
whoever has ftudied the Works 6f this Philofopher!, 
enjoys a State of moft bleffed Infenfibility : He is in 
perfeft Charity with allMankind, forgiving Injuries^ 
and forgetting Benefits : He has a Wife and Chil- 
dren, Relations and Friends ; but he has neither 
Fears fot their Welfare^ nof Tears for their Diftrefs : 
He bears their Affliftions with the moft Chriflian 
Patience, and kiffes the Rod with which Providence 
hath chaftifed them : Conforming prccifdy to that 
Divine and Stoical Precept of Epi^etus^ " If thy 
** Friend be in Extremity, thou mayeft fay thou 
*« haft Pity on him; but be fure not to feel 
*' any, becaufe that is an Infirmity beneath the 
** Dignity of Man.** 

A third Advantage refulting from this Pra£Hce is, 
the Influence it hath upon the Military Eftablifli- 
ment. It muft give Pleafure to every Lover of his 
Country, to obferve us exaSly tracing the PlaitV 
which Horace prefcribes in that folemn Ode ad- 
drcffcd to his Friends, for the reftoring warlike 

Difciplii^ 
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Difcipline among the Roman Youth : S^^eaking of 
whom he ikys ; 

a 

Jlugujiam^ amid, pauperietn pati 
Kohujfus acri militia puer 
Condi feat, 6f Parthos feroces 
Vexet iques metuendus hajfa. 

Let the brave Youths, whofe Souls for Glory pani^ 
Suftain the manly Difcipline of Want, 
' They ne'er Jhall Jhrink from Death's impending Blow^ 
Nor breathe from Slaughter, ^ till they* ve quelCdtheFoe* 

Horace appears to have been very fond of this Doc- 
trine } for, in another Part of his Work^, he tells' 
a Story of a Soldier in Lucullus^s Army, who had 
been robbed of all his Money by Thieves* The Fel- 
low was in a violent Rage, fwore like a Trooper ', 
and, fully determined neither to give nor take Quar- 
ter, runs to the Head of the Forlorn-hope, ftorms 
a Caftle, and ihielded by his Defpair, came off 
without Lofs of Life or Limb ; but when he had 
reinciburfed himfelf by Plunder, • his Courage fay no 
means feconded the Motion his General made to 
him foon after^ to go upon fuch another Expedition ; 
for he very coolly aiked him, 

D*ye thini me, noble General, fuch a Sot ? 
Let him take Caflles who has ne'er a Groat, 

Mr*. Pope. 

"From whence we may colledt, that Men in eafy 
Circumftances are not the-fitteftto go upon defperate 
Adventures^ and that thpf^ .who have charged 

through 
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through a Tfo^p of Creditors, are ftibtt likely t6 
have the fame Succefs when they face ih Enemy. ' 

What then (hall we fay to a Briiijh Army, in 
which there, are perhaps — Half a Ddiun Officers, 
all Gaming-'proof with empty Purfts, and flarved 
Hopes, who fear neither God nor Devil, hav^vfelt 
the worft that Man can do, and have laid in -a Ftt^id 
of Defperatidn fufficient to- anfwer the Exigencies 
of an whole Campaign, though it were commanded 
by Hannibal himlelf ? And ftiall we renounce fuch 
Advantages as thefe, in which tlie Ihterefts 6f Eu- 
rope are'concernc^^ to gfaitify popular Prejudice aili 
Clamour? I take Gaming^ confidered iri- this Light, 
to be the beft Inftruilient for enablirig ^s to fulfill 
our Treaties on the Continent* 

Another great Advantage of Gafning \% thit, lifec 
Charity, it is the conftant Reconciler oi DifFerehxres^ 
and the chief Uniter of Mankind : Here Coihp'any 
meet without the leaft Regard to A^, Condition, 
or Party: FirtUrte's Veterans mix with ^ourig Ad- 
venturers, and teach /di'dm the Pa#i to ff6R6ur : 
ithe Courtier and the Patriot cut Sir togethfcr, equally^. 
complain- of Grievance^^ and -want' SAppH'^s : No 
Man's Principles are queftioned, if hisGredit be 
tmconteftedj for Money is indifferent to Parties, 
and freely lifts itfejf on either Side. 

To conckide ; let me offer one Arguitient, which 
perhaps will weigh mprc with our Oppoiieftts thaii 

either 
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either Reafon or Juftice ; and that is, the Impoffi- 
bility of fucceedjng in their Attempt. This is no 
Time to expefi: Succefs in Projeds that have been 
fo often baffled. What hath the Wifdom of the 
Nation eiFe^led by its Laws, or the Fury of the 
Rabble by its Clamours ? The Rulers have confpired 
together^ and the Pe$ple imagine a vain thing. Vain 
indeed ! They had better therefore renounce their 
Oppofition while they can do it with a good Grace, 
gnd fay at once with the Great Durandarte^ 

[c] Patience! andJhufflitheCard$% 
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To 

Mr. OARRiCK. 

AS in the Wahtohneis of your petularif 
Fancy i you have fallen upon a Sett of 
Gentlemen^ who cannot poffibly have given, 
you any perforial Prdvocation j I have thought 
proper to prefix your Name to this their De- 
ience, and cdl tipoii you thus publickly to 
juflify your Behaviour, if it be poffible. But 
furely. Sir, it mult have been a fecret Admi- 
iratioii of their Elegant and Refined Manners, 
that called forth your Spleen, to turn into 
Ridicule thofe foft Accoihplilhments you de- 
fpaired to equal ; and as a Comic Writer did 
by the Divine Socrates^ initaic afid burlefque 
upon the Stage what yoti had not the Face to 
imitate in real Life; But your Wit was as iiri^ 
potent as your Malice was ftrong. Your Farce: 
was no fooner feen, than it was laughed at; 
you know, Sir, it wa3 laughed at ; moft pro-* 
digioufly laughed ait : A plain proof, that it- 
Was judged to be very ridicuhus. 

. O 3 Believe 



jpS To Mr. (J A Kit I CK. 

jBCiicvc mc^ '3'*Tj y^^ n*vc laiicn iiiuii iiiiiii* 
rabiy Ihort in yoiir Attempt. And how Ihould 
it be otherwife ? Ym pWrend to exhibit a Re* 
prefentation of ^he Pretty Gentleman, who are 
by n-^fnea^spn gtilepdti isi^ CS^rader ! fou ! 
that tffe fe' efltiffe ^tfafiger to Yhofe fitie Senfa- 
tions, which are reqitifite to give a thorough 
Notion, amd true Relifh of the Enjoyments it 
Affords I How AwBld yo» paint what Nature 
hiis not giWh yot> Factilties to feel ? As far 
is afef leads yo« by the Hand, you may, per- 
ia{)s, fucceed :* But to leave her hehind, and 
tread thofe fecret Paths to "wrhich her Guidance 
never points ; ^his, Mr. Gayrkk, This is fat 
beyond the ^ower of your Knvited Genius* 

So wiflnng you more fof tunate in your next 
^ffay, and wife enough never to expofe your- 
felf again to Derifion, by endeavouring to 
kugh out of Countenance a Charader, which 
fttt fenfible Mfen look upon with Admiration 
tmdJftoni/hmenf, I take leave to fubfcribe my- 
fetf, as much as I ought » be, 

SIR, 

Tmr Humlfk Servant, 
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ifor Co^r.^ng thf^ lUtl^ Irregulsuriti^s f^^ 
Fifties of Mat^^4j ^4 npMpfh*rtiiif 
)ie)d more likely t6 ch«p)c |]^e .Qi[x>^h i^ ^#y» 
^hah to brmg it to fall View in Scehes of humo- 
nws BitpwCcbtiditxu Bixt ttieh the CaaAc WsSket 
{jxo^li be ceitaiii, tkfl^ w&at Iieefide»r)0li|ieclt6«x-' 
^ofe, b^ reiaUy an Ob§€£i:»f &idicifle> dSicrwiSt 
lie nOjt DflJy joffisnds agaia^ ^Ifie Bides of the i>niXflMr9 
but the Precis dEViriUf. 

I ani ted into diefe RisiSe^ibns, hf t late Perfiir* 
^nce eidiibited on our Stage^ wheiieia the Author 
attempt to laagh otit of Countenance that imllify^ 
'hg EUgame which ma^iifefts itfelf with fi!ich a be- 
witching (irace, in the refined '^oiiAs of this tul* 
Hvated Ajge. It is ih Defence of tfaefe injured Gen- 
tleiQen that I have taken up rAy Pen ; and how 
well qualified I anl to execute fuch ah Undertakings 
the Reader will be convinced^ if he has bat Pa« 
ticncc to pcrufe carrfitUy the following Sheet*. 

O 4 AmidH 
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Amidft Sill my Refearches into the Hiftory of thi^ 
Cou»tr^;^ do not find one Pretty GfktlsmaKj^ 
till the glorious Reign of King James T. This Prince 
had an odd Mixture of contrary Qualities. In fome 
TtfpeSts he retained the Rufticity of G^/^iV Manners; 
in others he i^as very refined. 

Lord Clarendon aflures us, '< That His Mofi Sa* 
•* cred Maje/iy was fo highly delighted Vith a Beau- 
*' tiful Perfon and Fine Cloaths, that thefe were 
•* the chief Recommendations to the Great OiScea 
•* of State,** A convincing Proof (begging the 
nobhe Hiftorian's Pardon) of that Monarch's fu- 
perior'Tilcnts for Government. 

In the Reign o£ Charles^l. this Refinement funk 
in the Rq)utatiQn : For how indeed was it pofiible, 
that a . genuine Tafte. could be cultivated, when 
JFaliiand W2S foeheldrwith. general Admiration, and 
JValler read with general Delight ? 

Harder ftUl was her Fate, under the Rebukes of 
an auftere Republic, and a four Protestor. The 
very Loyalifts thtmk\wts were treated with lefs Ri- 
gour, and not a Man of aay £legaxu:e durft eveit 
fhow his Hrath. 

» 

But w«hen Monarchy was reftored^ Tafte emerged , 
from her Obfcurity, and flione with fome Degree of 
Luftr«. ' For though the Prince was fomewhat in-- 
elegant in himfelf, yet that downy Eafe^ which was 
cheriihed under his aufpicious Influence, was highly 

favourablicL 
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finrourabk to the Cuktvation of fift Manntrs-^ 
notwithftanding the malicious Efforts of 240$^ 
Dunham f Dorfety Buckingham^ and Dry den. 

Fronvthis Period, to the Beginning of the pre(cnt 
Century, her Progrefs was now and then checked 
by the Blafts of Envy j yet, upon the whole, the 
made fome tolerable Shoots ; when at laft, a Sett of 
midevblent' Spirits arofe, who [/?], with a cruel 'ani 
bloody-minded Zeal, entered into a Combihatioa 
to deftroy this lovely Ptant, both Root and" Branch, 
The bettier to effeft their barbarpirs RefoIution;i 
they fet up an Idol of their own Fancy, afcribed 
to it all the Attributes of the Graces, and with the 
Artifice of deceiving BTandifhments', allured tlitf 
Majority of the Nation to fall down and worfhip 
the Image which they had fet up. 

Hence it was diat Elegance became a !tegle<fted 
Charader, and the Preify Gentleman an Objedl of 
general Contempt and barbarous Railkry. 

But no fooner were thfefe Enemies removed, tha» 
the Sons of Delicacy made an Attempt to rife again r 
And how fuccefsful they have been, every Place of 
polite Refort doe&fuUy witne&; and notwith{bnding 
all Oppofition, they are determined. to pofh on theii 
Defigns, and polifti the Britijh Manners. Now the 
better to carry on this glorious Scheme of Reforma- 
tion, thefe Gentlemen have erefted themfelves into 

£tf} Under ther Fprnw <?£ TatUrs, '^^eSIaton^ and Guardians,- 
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an amicable Society, and from tbf Principles txX 
Which it U founde4} h^e very {Pertinently ftiled it, 

Hk Frdt€rhity c/^tLErTY GektlemIsn; 

As nx> afibclated Body can poflibiy fubfift, uA1e(^ 
they are ceniehted hy an Union of Heart^^ the gmi^d 
Principle of this Feliowihip h matnal I>ove-, wbic^i' 
it muft be confefied, they carry to the bighe^ Pitcbv 
In this Refpedl^ they are not infeWor to the %f* 
^xKt^^ Tie fiHred Tbeban Bani^ fo illuftrious ii| 
Story. Such an Harmony of Temper iS p)referved 
amongft them, fuch a Samenefs il^ there in alj their 
Words and A£Uons, that the Spirit of Ont ieems to 
bavepaifed into the Other ; or rather^ they all breathe 
ih&/ame Soul. This is the iecret Chatiii that the 
Plat^nifis talk of, the intelleSual Faculty, which 
connects one Man with another, and ties the Knot; 
of virtuous Ff iendfhip. But I need not dwell zx\f 
longer on ^ Subjei^, which can admit of m Debate ; 
the N^oriet'jr erf" the FaS is even become Prruer'<»^ 
Hal amongft U9i and every one cries otttj 

Magnti eft inter M01.LES concordia 7 

I {hall now open another Scene, -and prefctit td 
the Reiuier a View of their Studies and Employ^ 
mcnts ; where he will find them &o leis worthy dF 
lus Admiratiofi and Regard*. 

They do not indeed dbnfume their Hou^rs in fuch 
^(^nts of vain Speculation, wherein the Pride of 
Heafen and Learning has room to operate; And in- 
tdeed there is fomething in the Drudgery of Mafi^ 
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rvffn/ Knowledge, b^ no means adapted to Youths 
of fo nice a Frame, that it cannot be faid, they are 
ever invigorated with perfect Hcialtfa, The enfeeble^ 
Tone of their Organs and Spirits does therefore na- 
turally dif{)Of(^ diem to the iofttr and moi;6 refined 
Studks;. Furniture, Equipagie^ Drels, the Tiring 
Roomy afi4 the Toy-fhop.-H^What a Fund is here 
for Study I And what a Variety of eafy Delias ! 
Or, if the Mind is bent 4ipon Manual Exercife, the 
Knotting- Bag is ready at hand ; and their (kilful 
Fingers play their Part. Notwithftanding ttie Ridi- 
cule, which is thrown upon this Part of the Cha- 
radler, it apjiears to me, rather to merit our Jpplanfe^ 
than to provoke our Z^i/^^/r. Widi what Satisfacf- 
tion have I beheld fire or fix of thefe elegant Youths 
interfperfcd tw^ith an equal Nuraiber of Ladies, alinofi 
as delicate as themfelvcs, and vying with them in 
their own Accompli&ments ! Roujfced by the Ardor 
of Emulation, they work for Ghry^ and alTelt the 
Prize of Feminine Merit. 

With equal Skill their praiSlifed Fingers apply thcf 
Keedle, and rejoin the Lace : With equal Facility 
they convey the gliding Shuttle through the opening 
Thread, and form the varipMs Knots. Pretty Inno- 
cents' } How virtiioufly, how ufefully are their Hour» 
employed ! Not in the wrangling Sqxtabbles cf the 
Bar, or the unmannerly Contentions of the Semte ^ 
not in the robuft Sports of the Field, or in a t>i]. 
fome Application to un^ntleman-like Science ; lut 
en the pretty Fancies of Drefs, in Criticifms up(^ 
^'ailiions^in the artful Difpoiltioa of China }m^ an^ 

,' . Olhcfv 
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other Foreign Trinkets ; in fowing, and knitting 
Garters, in knotting of Fringe, and every gentk 
Exercife of Feminine OEconomy* 

If from their Studies we turii our Attention t6 
their Converiation, wemufl be convinced, that in 
this Refpe£l likewife they are fo far from meriting 
Contempt^ that nothing in the World can be-more 
refined, or more engaging* 

It is an eftabiifhed Maxim in this School of lliaii-^ 
ncrs, never to oppofe the Sentiments of the Com-^^ 
pany. Every Getitlenuin aflents to every thing that 
is faid; Sometimes indeed, you* may hear what 
appear^, at firft, like a Difference of Judgment : But 
have a little Patience, and you will find It is only thd 
genteel Interchange of Sentiments: For Sippius 
will go over to the Opinion of Fanniusy rather thaii 
be fo rude to contradidl him; and Fannius will 
allow hiy Friend to be in the right, rather than be 
thought fo ill-bred as to give up fuch a Trifle as his 
own Judgment. Whereas your unredified Spirits 
are eternally infixing upon the natural Right of 
maintaining their Opinions, and the Liberty 
of fpeaking their Minds^ 

^e Liberty of fpeaking your Mind! A pretty Af- 
ferton truly ! I know not what Arguments may bfe' 
drtwn, in favour of it, from the mufty Precepts of 
attiquated Sages, but I am certain, that Good- 
>reeding abfolutely difallows it : Neither indeed \s 
it reconcileable wtth common Senie and Difcretion^; 

for 



THE PRETTY GENTLEMAN. 205 
for he who difapproves n^y Sentiments, xloes, i^ 
cffeft, tell me I am a Fool. Confequently, Jet hini 
talk ever fo well, and reafon (a5 you call \i) ever f<| 
jjuftly, he is fure to give Offence : Whilft the yieldr 
ing Companion, the well bred Aff^ater, i^evef faiU 
to conciliate Favour ; for there is not a njore engag- 
ing Cprnpliment to the Underftanding, than to fa* 
fPfifice ifoyr r^xfn Vanity to That of another. 

A Pretty Gentleman therefore fcarce ever diflents. 
He will indeed fometimes fay, Ob ! pardon ftUy mi 
Pfar ! IlinU pojjibly be of that opinion ! But thca 
this is only a polite Artifice,. that he m^y (latter your 
Judgment with a' finer Addrefs, when he afterwards 
puffers himfelf to be convinced by your fupe^ior Rea- 
ifonmg. To give him his Due, he has no Attach- 
ment to any oxie Opinion in the World, but that of 
preferving the Rule^ of Good-breeding* In all other 
Cafes, l^e has an Afient entirely at your Service ; 
and you cannot change Sides oftener, than this moil 
pbfequious humble Servant will follow you* A 
TrangrefQofi of Decorum is indeed fo Shocking to 
^is Nature, that he cannot let it pafs without Cor- 
reftion ; but then it is always I'nfliSed with a gentle 
Hand. The fcvercft ^nimjidverfion never rifc^ 
Jje^oifd this, 

Qb I Ju ! y^ filthy Creter ! 

The Epithet ;/f/f Ay, as it appears upon Paper, may 
feem fomewhat coarfc and unclean : But where you 
to hear how he liquidates the Harftinefs of the Sound, 
|nd 90|iceals the Impurity of th^ Idea by a fvreetene4 
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Accent, you would grow enamoured of his Ad- 
drefs, and admire the enchanting Beauties of re- 
fined Elocution, Oh ! fie ! je filuhy Cntet I How 
leafy, bow gentle, how humane a Chaftifement for 
the hlghcft OfFence | 

- . It Kis been obfervcd (but I don't remember by 
what Author) tl^at there aretwd Kinds qf Conyerfa-t 
tion : The one, clpfe and continued ; the other, loofe 
fUid unicQ|inc£bc4* The firft was pra£tifed amohgft 
11$ while the Enemies of Elegance iprevailed : But 
now the LaUp- has deferyedly gained the Afc^dant; 
as it is pcrf<?6Hy fwited tq the Turn and Caft of our 
polite Aitemblies of every DenpiniiiatiQn \h\ The 
Gravity qf dull Knowledge n ^t laft happily e^t 
ploded ; M^fcuHne Senfe and Wit are reje£ted as ob^ 
folete and unfafhionable Talents ; and better fup* 
'plied by the more engaging Charms of the contrary 
Qualities. K^htng is now heard, but fwcet Chit- 
cbaty and tender Prittler Prattle, Shreds of Senti-i 
ments^ an^ Cuttings of Sent^nces«**-^1| foft an4 
.charming^ elegaiit and polite, 

, By this feort Abftra£t of the prevailing Turn in 
jpolite Converfation, the Reader if£$, that the Prettyi 
Gentlefnen ipuft iieceflarily be the beft Company ^ 
becaul!e h^ will neither qfFend by the abominable 
Codxkiitko( manly Reafoq, nor the ungrateful Poig- 
fwncy of bseu Repg^rtfe : Put tl^otig^ }flf is hq^ feich 

[5] Drums, KLettle-Draiati n>ruiti<*Ma}or9, Routs* Hani«s> Rioitj^ 
wTtimiilcfi sinS HeIter*Skdtfr», thefffvcnl AppeUttiDnf i>f wli^ dt|c 

|^<ira ^ei^bliq »re aptly ^ii^a^eii^ aod d^nfttUke4« 

a f 5«/^ 
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# I^ool^ or fo ill-bred as to be down-right fFitijy he 
will now and then indulge himfelf in what be calls, , 
The little Efcapes 9f Fancy^ which I will not injure 
£> much as to ranl^ tben^ under the penomination 
of fFsi. If the Company happens to grow hmguid^^ 
Fannius has an admirable Talent at reviving their 
Spirits, by fome pretty familiar ^em^k or other ; 
v^hich, obvious a9 i( is, would neyer have entered 
into the Head pf an unrefined Morta). On fuch aa 
Occafion this little Wag ^ill pat a Lady over the 
Shoulder, and tell her with the moft facetious Leer, 
fvew Me'me^ joiCre immoifirahlj fntfrtaifung. 

And though this is all he fays, yet there is fome- 
thing in the Manner^ in the AuenU and in the^/ 
iotCt kmviwhati that the Company inflantly revive, 
and begin again t^ exchange their Words ^ Nor let 
Wy Man iinagine that this is a trifling Talent,, 
which f:an raife Something out ofrrrNothing, and 
reftore a Society to Cbearfulnefs and Pleafantry; 
for good Manners require that Converfatioti ihould 
\t kept up at any Rate. 

But when I told you that fheir Raillery was the 
moft inoffenfive thing ii^ Nature, and operated, fo 
finely, that it could fcarce be felt ; yet as there are 
|io genera) Maxims but what have fome Exteptiona, 
I confefs that Lepidulus now and thqn fteps beyond 
the Rules of the C^mmutiity, and, like a little Wafp 
f» }ie is, ]eaye$ his Sting in the Wound he inflicts;. 
yV certain liftdy, who affeds a mafculine Senfe and 
fipiritof JqCHlai'ity, gaveherfclf the Liberty to rally 
' - the 
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die modern Refinements, and in tbe Ardor of her 
Zeal was tranfported fomewhat beyond the Linut^ 
jof Decgrum. Upon this, Lepidulus was fo exafpe* 
irated, diat he eoiild not, for the Soul of him, con- 
lain any longer, but fteps towards her with a 
nettled Air, looks her fiiH in the Face, and with a 
rebuking Countenance, mixed with Fear, gave 
Vent to his Spleen. *• I vcw, Me*me it— it — it's 
^ not— without infinite Pains— that yu're ablesn* 
^ to make yurefelf lefs ^'able/' 

This cutting Reproof, juft and fi^fonable as it 
was^ would hardly have palled uncenfured by the 
Fraternity, had it not been excufed bv ^^ hlgil 
'pfovocatioAy whici^ pccai^ed i^ 

The other Day when the whde B6dy was aflfcrn-^ 
bkd, they had the Patience to perufe that abominan 
We farcp no9f under my Correction. •^ It is th« 
♦* moft aftonifbing Thing in Nater, cries Tenelhtr^ 
'* that fo low a Performence (hould meet wi' fuch 
^* popTcr Applaufe !— O Lard ! Oh Lard ! as] faopt 
f^ for Mtrcy, replies Lepidulus^ there's rc'Uy now 
^* nothing ^t all fupprizing in the Cafe 5 for pop'ler 
♦• Fame is nothing but Air ; and Air (as you Scho* 
•* lars teJls us) nat'rally prefles into— a Vac'uum, 
!♦ Hc^hc— he— he ! 

Though this was a keen Conceit, yet as it receded 
yionour on the Community, it was fo highly reliflicd^ 
f bat they bad certainty brqke out into a loud Laugh-^ 
fer, were it not that fuch M^Js of Mirth are looked 

VtfOVk 
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^p6n as the Markr of favage Manners. A governed. 
SmUe^ or fo-^they jii4ge to be not at tIV ungracefuU 
^ay, an Half-Laugby upoh a very eytrabrdinary Oc- 
bafion, iiB not efteemed a Departure (torn Deporilnu 
But then^ the utmoft Caution imaginable 13 taken^ 
that it proceed no farther. And it is pleafantmough 
to fee the little Difficulties they ftniggle with in fup- 
preffing the Inclination; The tickling Sehfe of the 
home-felt Conceit^ put the rifiblc Features intd 
Motion ; but then it is inftantly checked by die 
ijuidk Impulfe of fine Sehfationi The one prompts 
to ^ive fiilt vent to the riling joy 5 the other bids 
—forbear. It is this ptetty Altercation, w|iich pro- 
duces that tempered Laugh^ which plays with fuch a 
Grace on the Countenance of a Pretty Oentbman. 

By what I have already advanced, the Reader may 
probably perceive^ that their Language and Didioii 
has the moft eflential Requifite of Style, and thatthd 
Sound always echoes t9 the Senfe. But fihce this Part 
of the Chara^er has'1)een a Subject of our Mimic's 
Raillery, I fhall produce fuch Inftances, as will in- 
tonteftably demonftrate the Truth of my Aflertion. 

Some Time ago, four or five! of thefe elegant 
Youths were invited to dine at Lady Betty — ^— V 
The firft Difh that was ferved up happened to be a 
Leg of Lamb andSpinage; at the Sight of which 
Fannius inftantly fainted away. 

<« Oh Lard ! fays Timidulus^ fetch fome Draps/^ 

^* Takeaway the Diih,'* c^ed iWi//|Vwfe-«Perhap$he 

Vol, L P . * ♦* has 
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^ has fome 'Tipathy to Lamb." " No, no, replied 
*' Tenellus^ he has evermore his Hyfterics at this 
" Time of the Year.— Let him alone, for Hev'ns 
** Sake ! don't croud about'm ;— he'll come to him- 
" fclf prefently." — " Fetch a little Pepper-mint- 
'* water fays Cottilusy it is — 

By this Time FanniuSy finding his Spirits return, 
gently lifted up his Head, — and after half a Dozqn 
Sighs—" Heigh ! Hoh ! Wheream I ?..-Well — 
** I proteft — I am quite — afhamed to— to — But— 
^* do you know, whenever I fee a Leg of Lamb and 
*^ Spinagiy it is fo like—that it puts me in mind of — 
*^ [Here he burft out into a Flood ofTears'^ — It puts 
** me in mind of my dear,— dear Bitch CA/^/— furi- 
" ning herfelf upon a Grafs-Plot I What a dull Cre- 
f ' ter was I, replied the Lady, that I could not think 
*' of this ! But upon my. Veracity ! I never heard 

<^ a Syllable that Chloe was • It was fure the 

'< moft engaging Company ! And had the fofteft 
*' Coat ! Well it was an infinitely pretty Creter !" 

*^ Oh dearMe'me ? replied Fannius — Not a Word 
'• more, I entreat you.— Your Favor is an Antidote 
*' againft all misfortunes.'* Upon this he dried up 
his Tears ; the Company fat down again, and all 
was well. I have given this Narrative not only as a 
beautiful Specimen of their Language, but as an.ex- 
emplary Inftance of great Humanity of Temper. 

Nor are they lefs excellent in what is commonly 
called the Epijlolary Styky but more properly Miffhe 
Converfation : The Reader will be fully convinced 

of 
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tf this, if he gives liis Attention to the following 
Specimens* 

Jt CJRD, 

*« Lord MMicuWs Gompliments to Sir Koley Te^ 
*• »^//«j— hopes did not ketch Cold laft Night when 
*' he went from th' Oppera — ^(hall beproudof his 
** Cumpany at Cards nex Wcnfday fertnit,— to 
*' meet Lady Betty ^ and begs will not fail," 

When the Sentiments are committed to Paper^ 
the t)i6lion rifes to an higher Pitch, preferving at 
the fame time, a great Degree of the kindred Form* 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Thomafin 
Lepidulus, to Narcijfus Shadow^ Efq. 

Mi D^e Nejfyy 
J Exfe£ied yuwudha^ retorted upon that Irootal Mdn^ 
Jiify who atak'dyu laft Kite at Lady Betty's.— Il< 
certinly had it in yurePoar 'j-^huiiipon matuer D^libe-- 
ration^ IveWy I think yu was in the Right to turn it 
cffy find treat the Reeih wi' good Manners. Tu fine 
Geniujfes who*clypfes every hody^ certainly for that Re^ 
fon ows every body infinite Civility* Pour Pufs is better ' 
this Morning — Fever pretty much abated, Pray^ mi 
Dercy how isyure Cold ? I tho*t yu was vajily hoarfe 
hft Nite. Better not flir abroad — Weather's extremely 
piercing. I hate this detejiable Climate^ as much as^^ . 
Tu willfupply the reft--- 

Adieuy dere Nejfy^ 
Yours infinitely^ 

P \ TiLEPlDULUS. 
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Kareiffus read diis Letter to his Valet ^ and har-' 
ing talked the SubjeA over with him, not perhaps 
to borrow any of tbc Fellow's Sentiments, but to 
give Rife to ftWie in bioifaif* wAKe libe (lowing 
Aafinn— 

T Prtttji U jw*, my dtar Leppy, / ttw ftvtral 
Ttmts ufm tht Point »f hriaking out vnth ibe 
Sharpnefi ^Rthuke. Wat thtrt tverfiab a naaftoui 
Crtttr f U anftfs tht Truth, — Jjtmd certainly have 
hm fevtre uftii him, hut that— if it much mart be- 
ttming a Gtntlanan, mi U fay any thing fubjtS t» in- 
tOKVtnient Interprttatieni, The Fellow is—^ahat jnt 
tall fprightlf^ut bat nat the kaft TTnihirt ofDeli- 
eaey alout bim. Fray^ have yaufeen the Ntw Play ? 
I Jhe'nU be eajy till I have ytire Opimon, 

My Sufpicitm are cgnfirmtd, Amoriculiu (tvud 
Ybu idieve it f) the aiamtnable iden it^ bona fide, 
btaint a Parent by Ins Crimiaa/ Gratijkatiom. 

Adieu, Dt/ry ! Ltvi mtai 1 da 7«k— oriI «wrr— 

ifYou can. 



Ttartfar tvery 



I te Dnft, 



N, Shadow. 
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I 

And what now have the Sons of Momus to objcft 
.againft the Style of a Pretty Gentleman ? Here is 
(Cycry Requtfite in Fine Writing : Here is Brevity, 
.Softnefs, Propriety, and Eafe. Happily freed from 
the Shackles of connecting and re/iraining Rules, the 
Di£)tion roves and wanders,/ b«w here, now there; 
and, with a wondrous Facility, ^ides fo impercepf- 
tibly from one Flower to another, thst the moft 
fubtile Penetrator would be at a Lofs to find, wherr 
This ends, and where That begins. Some Negli- 
gences there arc indeed ; but they are fuch as q^uft 
be allowed the trueft Ornaments of Speech.— Let 
any Man examine the Letters I have here faithfully 
tranfcribed, and tell me whether he does not admire 
th^ little Careleflheffes which arc beautifully inter- 
fperfed in thefe pretty Compofitions. If thefe are 
FauUsy itmuft be owned that they are truly charm- 
jAg : One cannot but delight in the lovely Errors, 
,^d fay qf this Style what ^intilian did of Seneca* Sp 

jlbundat Diildbus Vitiis. 

It is a common Ohfepvatton, t^at 40(hing haa 
fpoiled mot'e i/^ut^ors than the aff<e;ded Imitation of 
another Man*s Di6lion. Every one has fonie natu- 
ral. Bent, fomething /^rf///V in his Genius, which if 
he does not fo)low, he will never be able to fpeak or 
write with any Succefs. The Pretty Gentleman care- 
fully avoids this Error, and follows his natural Ge- 
nius. He neither writes like Jddifiny nor talks like 

C : but nobly difdains all fervile Imitation. His 

language i;s Original : It is his Own : and I defy 

P 3 the 
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the fnarling Critic to produce any thing like it. I 
fpeak only of the Style ; for I will not denyj that 
fometimes he will condefcend to fteal an Hint frooi 
another, as may. be feen in the Specimens I have 
given. But how does Yitjieal it i No otherwife than 
like thofe, who (as Garth fays of Dryden) fteal Beg-^ 
g^rs Children^ only to cloath them the better. 

Another Obje£k of this Mimic's Raillery is, that 
fweet Placability of Temper, which obliges a re- 
fined Gentleman to put up even repeated Injuries 
and AfFronts, rather than avenge them bj^ the ufual 
Method of demanding Satisfadion* 

I am not apprehenfive that this Part of his Cha- 
raA^r is lefs defenfible than the reft. I could pro-t 
duce ibme to1e;:able Arguments againft Duellings 
drawn from certain Principles, which were once 
looked upon to be the Rules of Human Conduct, I 
CQuld eafily prove, that the ilngle Combat is de- 
rived from Gothic Manners, and is ab(olutely incon- 
fiftent with the Charafter of a Gentleman. But 
fuch Reafonings as thefe are neither fo well adapt- 
ed to the Times, nor fo pertinent to the Caufe I 
have undertaken. Waving then this kind of De-^ 
fence, upon this fingle Argument I lay my whole 
Strefs— " The Pretty Gentleman will not fight, — 
" becaufe — He is not abW* 

And can any Man produce a better Reafon for not 
doing a Thing, than to make it manifeft— th^t he 
fannot ? 

Behold 
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Behold that tender Frame ! Thdfe trembling 
Knees ! Thofe feeble Joints ! Qbferve that line 
Complexion ! Examine that fmpotb, th^t Vdvety 
5kin ! View that Pallor which fpreads itfelf over his 
Countenance ! Hark, with what feminine Softnefs 
his Accents fteal their way through his half-opene.d 
Lips ! Feel that foft Palm ! Thofe flender Finger$, 
accuflomed only to handle Silks and Ribbons, the 
•eafy piercing Needle, or foft-gliding Shuttle ; but 
unpraflilpd in the rough Exercife of Warlike Wea- 
•pons ! Mark allthefe, and a Thoufand other gentle' 
Imbecillities, and then tell me, impartial Reader, 
whether fuch a Being is formed for Battle ? — You 
cannot think -it : Yoif will not fay it, I will there- 
fore venture to affirm, that He is fo far from deferv- 
ing Contempt and Ridicule, when he declines the 
Combat, that be merits our Efteem and Applaufe. 
He therefore who is fo bafe a$ to affront, or fend a 
Challenge to fuch a Per (on, is an arrant Coward. 
For would a Man of Honour draw his Sword upon 
a Lady ? And to fay the Trutli, The Pretty Gentle- 
man is certainly formed in a different Mould from '• 
that of Common Men, and tempered with a {iurer 
Flame, The whole Syftem is of a finer Turn, ^nd 
fcperior Accuracy of Fabric, infomuch that it looks 
as if Nature had been in ^loubt, to whicl^ $e^ ih^ 
Should affign mm* 

m 

Now this Contexture of his Organs, and the 
Tone of his Spirits approaching fo very; i^ear That of 
the Fair^ has rendered Him liable to thd fame gentle 

P 4 Imprei]ionS| 
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Impreffiofis, and Alannsof Fear. D«es Ce&i (b| 
up a Scream arthe Ap|»dieiifion of the Icaft Dan- 
ger ? DeScatubu is as eafily inciinidated, and fcrcams 
with 2p pttttf an Accent. Do the Weaknefe of 
Lady Betty's Nerves futgeA her to Eits and Swoon- 
ing? Tenellus likewKe has his Hjrflerics, and dies 
away widi as foft a Grace. It is to attain thefe and 
fuch like Accomplifhments, diat they make frequent 
Vifits to the Ladies ; though fomc flanderous Pcrfons 
would make m believe, that they have another Mor 
tive, and intimate I know not what, uitinu Defigns^ 
that are too indecent even to be mentioned. But I 
can aflure the World, there is not the leaft Founda- 
tion for the bafe ^uggefKon. This Attendance, I 
know, takes its Rife from Caufes, with ^hich the 
Appetite for Th^ Sex has no Manner of Connexion. 
So pure are their Morals ! fo inviolable their Mo- 
defly ! Amazing Continence? And yet, our Won*- 
der is leflfened, when we confider what Methods, 
they purfue to fence againft the Allurements of Fe- 
male Charms. They are certsunly the moft fober 
and temperate Beings that ever exifled. It is an in* 
violable Maxim with them, to refrain from every 
Indulgence, which is apt to irritate the Blood, and 
excite the Pruriency of Defire. 

Old Englijh Roaft-Beef is, indeed, properly adapts 
ed to Old Englijh Manners j fince, as all, Phyfician^ 
obferve, the Quality of our Food communicates it- 
felf to the Mind. Therefore at the Table of a 
Pretty Gentleman^ you never fee the Flcfh of a full- 
gl^own Animal. Chickens of s^ W^k old;. Veal 

Sweets 
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SHreet-breads, or a Leg of Lamb, and now and thea 
Figs-pctitoes, arc their higheft Indulgence. But the 
tiAfal Food is Cheefe-cakes, White-pot, Tanzeys, 
and F^lommery, And can it be thought that tt>is 
abftemious ReftriSion is a proper Subject: of Rail- 
lery^ when a certain celebrated Writer, aniidft the 
Praifes he beftows on his noble Patron, mentions 
fhis as his finifl^ing Excellence y *' That he lived 
*' upon Panada and Water-gruel [<?]." I mention 
(ihis, becaufe it is the Obfervation of one who never 
fhewed any Favour to Modern I^loquence. 

As to Wine, it is abfolutely their Averfion, And 
indeed, fo Delicate is their Frame, that even the 
Moderate Indulgences of the Fair would ilUagree 
with thefe more? tender Males. ** The Firjf Glafs, 
^^ faid a Pretty Fi«nch Author j I may drink for my- 
*' felf ; a Second for my Friend 5 but if a Thirds it is 
♦* for my Enemy.** Our Youths feldom go fo far as 
g Second ; and whenever That happens, 'tis fure to 
be followed with bitter Reflexions. *' What do 
^« you think j" (faid Umbratllis to Lord Molly). *< I 
^* was the moft abominable Rake laft Night ! Dq 
^* you know ? I drank Two Glafles of Claret after 
♦* myFlooimery.". 

*' Oh fie ! you naughty Child f what a Paw. 
** Trick was that ! as I hope for Mercy, you de- 
^* ferve to be foundly Wh— t, fo you do." 

Two Glafles only ! No more ! And yet merited 
fucha rigorous Animadverfion. But, perhaps, even 

\^c[Mtddletim^i Life 9fCkcr9t nedicjOioa* 

that 
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that fmall Quantity' might be too much for the In^ 
fantine Conftitution ; to which Nature points out 
a more fui table Liquor, of a Soft and Delicious 
Kind, emulged from the falutiferous Cow, or the 
thin Juices of the Gentle Afs ; the Temperament of 
whofe Fluids is produftive of a correfpondent Tem- 
perament in the Perfon, who aqcuftoms himfelf to 
thefe ailimilating Draughts* 

I have already detained the Reader fo long, that J. 
fhall not trefpafs upon his Patience, by giving a De- 
tail of the numerous Artifices which are exhibited 
in the important Hours (halt are employed in decorat-r 
ing their Perfons. Where you \x\io\A. Narctjfus at 
his Toilet, bow would you be charmed with the 
Order and Difpofition ! Did you view this lovely 
Youth wbilft he takes his exterior Form into a moft 
exa£t Adjuftment, you miiftfta,nd amazed at all the 
Pretty Wonders of his Art, What Pains ! What 
Care ! What Study \ What Addrefs ! To arch that 
Eye-brow ! To fbften that Hand, and to Curl thofe 
lovely Locks ! Whilftall the Graces attend <as invi- 
fible Handmaids, to finifti the Work of Elegance, 
And when the bufy Scene is over, and he is decor 
rated in every minute Circumftance with the mofl: 
Perfedi Concinnity; behold, with what a foft Air 
and fweet Complacency he prefents himfelf to View^ 
and like Horace* s Ban ne coming from her Toilet, 

— enitefcit 

P'ulchrior multo^ ]\xvQ\\\xm^}iQ prodit 
Publico cur a, 

Thu5 
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Thus have I prefented to the Reader's View, an 
Jnumerationof the feveral Qualities which conftitute. 

A Pretty Gentleman. 

From whence it is eafy to collecSl: the true Notion 
of Genuine^ Elegance 5 which, without any Appre- 
henflon of being diiproved, X do npt hefitate to de« 
fine thus— 

*' Elegance is the Abfence or Debilitation oiMaf^ 
^' culine Strength and Vigor,— Or rather. The Hap- 
*^ py Metamorphofis, — Or, The Gentleman turned 
*' Lady ; that is. Female Softnefs adopted into the 
** Breaft of a MaUj difcovering itfelf by outward 
<* Signs and Tokens in Feminine Expreffiohs, Ac- 
'' cent. Voice, Air, Gefture, and Looks. Or, as tKe 
^* French more clearly define it, A je ne f^ai quoi" 

And now I appeal to the Judgment of the Im- 
partial, whether This be a CharaSer, which de- 
ferves that Contempt and Ridicule fome rude and 
undifciplined Spirits have endeavoured to throw 
upon it ? It is impoffible that any ferious Perfon 
can entertain fiich a Thought. 

I call therefore upon the Wifdom of the Nation : 
I calj upon the L — ds, K — ts, and B— s, now af- 
fembled in P — — t, to interpofe in this important 
Caufe, this truly National Concern. 

The Quefcion is. Whether we (hall become more 
ihan Min^ that is, Pretty Gentlemen ; or worfe than 

Brutes, 
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Brutes, i. e, Mafculine, Robuft Creatures with un« 
foftened Manners. The lattar wi|l infallibly be tb^ 
Cafe, if an efibdual Stop be not put to that licentt« 
.t)us Raillery:, which would laugh out of Counte- 
Xiancethe generous Endeavours of a Race of virtuous 
Youths, to polifli oiir Afperity, mollify us into gentle 
Obfequioufnefs, and gxv^ us a true Relifhof all the 
(dulcet Elegancies of Life ^ I will fpeak without Re- 
ferve : Should not the Theatres be ahfohtdy pkmoltfih^ 
td? We have already in vain tried the lenient Mea- 
fures of Reftriftio^i. Why then ihould we not now 
have Recourfe to the laft Remedy, v^d cut dow^ 
the Tree, which, after all our Pruning and Culture, 
fiill continues to produce poifonous Fruit ? ■ 

" The induJgcnt Reader, I dare fay, will approve 
the Method I prefcribe. But perhaps fo many Dif- 
iKculties may arife to his Imagination, that he wiH 
conclude it impradlicable. 

DifRcuIties there are, no doubt ; but One there 
is, which, if He can furmount, I myfelf will under- 
^ke to remove all the reft* 

Here lies the grand Impediment 1 How can we 
jcxpeft the Favour of the Learned^ or the Proteftioa 
of the State^ to cherifli and fupport This Refinemint^ 
when its moft inveterate Enemy is the very Man^ who 
lias always heen the Standard of Tajte with the for- 
mer J and is now raifed to a Poft, which gives him 
fucb an happy Influence in the latter ? Unhappy 
. indeed for the Sons of Elegance ! For what can the 
moft Sangi4nexxpe<H; from one, who has made it the 

Bufinefs 
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Bufinefs of his Life, to bring into Repute the falfe 
Refinements of ancient Greece and Rome ? Will a 
Perfon of his Mafiultne Talents become the Patron 
of foft and dulcified Elegance ? Will He give up 
that Attic f/^itj which has gained him fuchhigh Ap- 
plaufc, and made bim the Relight of a mif-judging 
World, to cultivate Qualities^ in which he is not 
formed to excel ? 

What then remains, but that the S^s of Elegance 
wait with Patience (for they are too gentle to ufe any 
violent Methods) till the Kind Fates fhall remove 
this implacable Adverfary out of the World. And 
then, my foreboding Heart aflures me, true Polite- 
nefs will thriwe 2nd profper^ and fpread her fweet 
Aiollifying Influences over the Land, till nothing 
fhall be heard of or feen, but Softnefs and Complai- 
fance, Prettinefs and Ekgance, Infantine Prattle^ 
Lullaby Qonverfatioti, and gentle Love ; land every 
well^^edjucated Male among us fhall become 

Mollis &f partim Fir ; 
^ that is, 
A Pretty Gentleman. 
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POLITE PHILOSOPHERS 

OR, 

An Ess AY on that Art which makes a Man 
happy in himjelf and agreeable to others. 

He *who intends t* advife the young an^ gay ^ 

Muft quit the common Road the formal ^Vay. 

Which hum drum Pendants take to make Folks w//?. 
By fra^ Jin g Virtue y and decrying Vice, 
Let Parfons tell lA/hat deadful Ills ^Ajill/all 
Onfuch as lift en 'when their PaJ/ions call : 
Wefromfuch Things our Pupils to affright y 
Say not they re Sin^, hut that the^^re unpolite. 
Tojhew their Courage* Beaus luou^d often dare^ 
Byhlackeft Crimes^ to brave old Lucifer ; 
But ixjhoy of Breeding nice^ of Carriage ciui!^ ' 
IVould trefpafs on good Manners for the De*vil ; 
Or 9 merely to difplay lis Want of Fear ^ 
Be damndh&Tt2ihtTy to be lai^h^d at here ? 

Firft Printed In the Year 1734. 
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PREFACE 



T O T H E 



SECOND EDITION. 



THE Polite Philosopher was print- 
ed originally at Edinburgh^ and Part 
of the Edition fent up to London: The Novel- 
ty of tlie Title, and to.fay Truth, of the Per- 
formance itfelf (for it is written in a Manner 
never before made ufe of in our Language) 
recommended it to fome, and prejudiced it in 
the Opiniort of others. ; but Time^ wliieh is 
the Touchftone of fuch Produftions, did Ju- 
ftice to this Work, arid at laft procured it an 
Efteem^ not only here^ but abroadi This, 
together with my great Efteeiii for its inge- 
nious Author j who is now in Itdiy, and who 
is allowed^ by all who know him, to be truly 
a Poljte PHiLOS(5FHER,occafioned my fend- 
ing this Second Edition into the World. 

The Intent of the Author (fori very well 
tiiew his Intent) was, to mdke Men aflxamed 
Vol. L Q^ 
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of their Vices, by fliewing them how ridicu- 
lous they were made by them, and how im- 
pofEble it was for a bad Man to be polite. It 
n>ay be, graver Books have Jbeen written on 
this Subjed, but few more to the Point ; its 
Author being equally ikilled in Books and in, 
Men, in , the dead Languages and the liv- 
ing : I prefume therefore, that his Obferva- 
tions will be generally found true, and his 
Maxims juft. 

At .firft fight, it may feem that this Book 
Is calculated only for a few ; but I beg leave 
to obferve, that in Truth there are but few 
to whom it may not be ufeful. As every 
Man in his Station ought to be honeft, fo 
every Man in bis BehaviouF may be polite ; 
nay, he ought to be fo, becaufe he will be 
fure to find his Account in it ; fince it is a 
Quality eafier difcerned, and of confequence 
fooner rewarded, than the former We muft 
know and converfe with a Maji to be convin- 
ced of his Probity ; whereas we perceive, at 
firft fight, whether he has good Manners ; by 
this we are prqudiced in his Favour ; And 
who then would not ftrive to learn an Art at 
once fo eafy, and fo extcnfivc in its Ufe ? 



\ 
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But, if it be beneficial to all, it is peculi- 
arly neceflary to Touth : It is at once a Re- 
medy for Balhfulheis, and a Prefervative 
againft the contrary Vice. A polite Perfon 
ftands in the Middle between a flieepilh Mo- 
defty, and a diftafteful Boldnefs. It is the 
Habit which adds the laft Polilh to Educa - 
tion, brightens the Man of Letters, and 
fpreads a Glofs over that Sort of Learning, 
which would otherwife appear pedantic. The 
polite Man may not only underftand Latin 
and Greeky but may alfo introduce them into 
Difcourfe, provided it be before proper Com- 
pany, and on a proper Occafion. The un- 
polifhed Scholar lugs them in whenever they 
occur ; quotes Ovid to his Miftrefs, and re- 
peats a Paflage from Poly^enus to a Captain of 
the Guards. To our Youth therefore I beg 
leave to recommend this concife Manual, 
which will coft them but little Time to read 
and no great Pains to pradlife. 
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POLITE PHILOSOPHER. 



^^^^yelat rnaUrna tempora mytro. ViRO. 

T^TT H E N Vice the Shelter of a Made difdainM, 
^ When Folly triumph'd, and a Nero irign'd,. 
Petronius rofe, fatyric, yet polite, 
And Qiew'd the glaring Mon(ler full in Sight ; 
To public Mirth expos'd th' Imperial Beaft, 
And made hi$ wanton Court the common Jeft; 

In your correSerPage his Wit we fee. 
And all the Roman Lives reftor'd in thee : 
So is the Piece proportion'd to our Times j 
For cv'ry Age diverfifies its Cfin^es j 
And Vice, with Proteus A^, in one conceals 
What in the next more boldly it reyeals j 
In difF'rent Shapes drives on the lalhing Trade, 
And makes the World one changing Mafquerade, 

ThegripingWretcb,whofeAv'ricerob6 the Town, 
To gaki his Point, a holy Look puts on ; 
To Earth dircSs his Hands, to Heav'n his Eyes, 
^nd^ with a Shew of Grace^defrauds aad lies. 
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Th' ambidous Courtier, but for different Ends, 
Wrth leeming Zeal the Public Good defends. 
Th' Enthufiaft thinks to him the Standard giv'n 
Of Truth divine, the Mafter-key of Heav'ii. 
Xbe Pettifogger fee*d, fupports thp Caufe, 
Howe'er unjuft, and wrelb the injured Lavirs. 
To Courage, Bullies ; Fops to Wit pretend ; 
And all can proftitute the Name of Friend. 
Yet tho* Men want but Eyes to fee the Cheat, 
They choofe to wink, and help their own Deceit, 
The Herd of Fools refign themfelyes a Prey, 
Which every Knave puf fues his private Way, 

The Qucftion, Farreftery is fomething hard ; 
How fliall the wife the motly Scene regard ? 
While Men ourfelves, can we uiimov'd ftand by ? 
Pain'd while we fmile? or guiltlefs fhall we cry \ 
Humanity to Grief would give the Rule j 
But ftronger Reafon fides with Ridicule. 

O ! that thy Work, inftruftive, but refin'd. 
The pleafing Image of your eafy Mind 
(Which, like the Statues wrought by Phidtan Art. 
Is one fair whole, compleat in every Part) 
May cure the lighter Follies of the Age, 
Cool Bigot Zeal, and foften Party Rage i 
Expofe ilknature^ Pedantry o'ercome. 
Strike AfEefl^tion dead, and Scandal dumb ; 
Reftore free Converfe to its n^ive Light, 
And teach Mankind with Eafe to grow polite. 

Thcri 
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Then round thy Bmw the Myrtle Garland twine. 
The grateful Recompence of Toils like thine : 
Secure in all you write or do, to plqafe ; 
Join Wit with Senfe, with Underftanding, Eafe. 
Already here your juft Applaufes rife. 
And the BelUs read you with tranfported Eyes. 
Some in the fweeteft Notes repeat thy Lays ; 
Others harmonious, fpeak the Author's Praife ; 
All to approve, with equal Zeal confpfre ; 
What more can Fortune ^ive ?-^pr you defire ? 
• * 

As Paris J loft in paffionate Surprize, 
To Love's refiftlefs Queen affign'd the Prize : ' 
So while you Beauty treat with fuch Regard, 
The lovely Theme fhall be your beft Reward ; 
Fenus fliall from the Shepherd's Debt be free ; 
And, by the fav'rite Fair, i:epay the Debt to thee* 
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METHOD requires, that, in my En- 
trance on this Work, I (hould explain 
the Nature of that Science to which I 
iiave given the Name of Polite Philosophy : 
^nd though I am not apt to write methodically, yet 
i thinfe it becomes me, on this OccafioiJi to (hew 
that my Title is fomewhat a profios* 

Folks who are (killed in Greeks tell us, that Phih^ 
fophy means no more than the L^ve ofJVifdom\ and 
I, by the AdjuniSlion of polite^ would be underftood 
to mean that (brt of Wifdom^ which teaches Men 
to be at Peace in themfelves, and neither by their 
Words nor Behaviour to diflurb the Peace of othcxs. . 

Academical Critics may, perhaps, expeft that I 
ihould at leaft quote fome Greei Sage or other, as 
the Patron of that kind of Knowledge, which I am 
about to reftore j and as I pique myfelf on obliging 
every Man in his Way, I fliall put them in mind of 
pne ARiSTiPPits, who was Profeflbr of Polite Phi^ 
fofophy. ztSyracufe^ in the Days of the famous King;. 
pionyftus^ in whgfe Favour he flood higher than even 
' * Plat^ 
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Plato himfelf. Should they go farther, and demand 
an Account of his Tenets ; I muft turn them over 
to Horace^ who has comprifed them all in one Line: 

Omnis Ariftippum decuit color^ etjiatus^ et res. 
** Secure his Soul prefervM a conftant Frame, * . 
** Through ev'ry varying Scene of Life the fame." 

In the Court of the King of ytcily^ this wife Man 
enjoyed all the delights that would have fatisfied a 
fenfual Mind ; but it was the Ufe of thefe which 
fliewed him a true Philofopher. He was temperate 
in them, while he pofleffed them ; and eafy without 
them, when they were no longer in his Power. In 
a Word, he had the Integrity of Diogenes^ without 
his Churliflinefs j and as his Wifdom was ufcful to 
himfelf, fo it rendered him agreeable to the reft oj 
the World, . 

Arifiippus had many Pupils ; but, for the regular 
SuccefSon in his School, it has either not been re- 
corded by the Greek Writers, or, at leaft,' by any of 
them that came to my hand. Among the Romans^ 
indeed, this Kind of Knowledge was in the higheft 
Efteem ; and that at the Time when the Reputation 
of the Commonwealth was at the greateft Height. 
Sctpio was lefs diftingui/hed by the Laurels he ac- 
quired from foreign Conquefts, than by the Myrtle 
Garland he wore as a Profefibr in this Art. The 
familiar Letters o^ Cicero are fo many fhort Lefturcs 
in our Science and the Life of Pomponius Atiicus 
Praxis only on Polite Philofophy, 

I would 
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I would not be fufpeded to mention thefc great 

Names with an Intent to difpjay my Learning ; far 

be it ftom me tQ write a Satyr on the Age : All I 

aim at is, to convince thcbiaux efprit's of our Times 

that what I teach they may receive without Dilpa- 

ragement, fince they tread thereby in the fame Road 

with the greateft Heroes of Antiquity ; and, in this 

Way at leaft, emulate the CharacStrs of Alexander 

and Cajar. Or,if thofeold fafhioned Commanders 

excite not their Ambition, I will venture to aflure , 

them, that, in this Track only, they will be able 

t6 approach the immortal Prince Eugene ; who 

glorious from his Courage, and amiable from his 

Clemency, is not lefs diAinguiihcd by, his JZ^;i)(, 

jtban by his Politene/s^ 

After naming Prince Eugene^ it would debafe my > 
(Subje£l to add another Example. I ihall proceed 
therefore to take Notice of fuch Qualities of the 
Mind as are requifite for my Pupils to have^ previous 
to the Receipt of thefe Inftruclions* 

But as Vanity is pnje of the greateft Impediments 
in the Road of a Polite Philofopher ; and as he who 
takes upon him to be a Preceptor, ought, at leaft, 
not to give an ill Example to his Scholars j it will 
not be improper for me to declare^ that, in com- 
pofing this Piece, I had in my Eye. that Precept of 
SenecOy Hac alils e/ic^ ut dum dicis^ audias ; iffei 
fcribty ut dum fcripferisy legas. Which, for the 
,§ake of the toadies, I fhall tranflate into EvgUJh j 

and 
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:^nd into Verfe, that I may gratify my own Propcnif 
fity to rhyming. 

Speaking to Others^ what you dlSfate hear ; 
And learn yourfelf^ while teaching you appear^ 

Thus you fee me ftript of the ill-obeyed Authori-r 

ty of a Pedagogue 5 and are, for the future, to con-r 

»fider me only as a School-fellow playing the Mafter, 

that we may the better conquer the Difficulties of 

our Talk. 

To proceed then in the Charafter, which, for my 
jown Sake, as well as yours, I have put on, let mc 
remind you, in the firft Place, 

That Reafony however antique you may think it, 
is a tbi^xg abjfolutcly neceflary in the Compofition of 
him wfeo ei)de^vours at acquiring a philofophifal Po^ 
litenefs ; and let us receive it as a Maxim, That^ 
without Reafoky there is no being 2Ljfine Gentleman. 

However, to foften, at the fame Time that we 
yeild to this c:onftraint, I tell my blooming Audi- 
ence with Pleafure, that Reafon^ like a Fop's Un- 
derwaiftcoat, may bp worn out of fight ; and, pro^ 
vided it be but worn at all, I (hall not quarrel with 
them, though Vivacity, like a laced Shirt, be put 
pver it to conceal it ; for, to purfue the Compari* 
fon, our Minds fufFer no lefs from Indifcretion, 
than our Bodies from the Injuries of Weather, 

Next 
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Next to this, another out-of-the-way Qualifica- 
tion muft be acquired ; and that is, Calmnefs. Let 
iiot the Smarts of the Univerfity^ the Sparks of the 
Side-boxes, or the genteel Flutterers of the Drawing- 
room, imagine, that I will deprive them of thofe- 
elevatcd Enjoyments, drinking Tea with a Toaft, 
gallanting a Fan, or roving, like a Butterfly, through 
a Parterre of Beauties. No; I am far from being ' 
the Author of fuch fevere Inftitutions; but am, on 
the contrary, willing to indulge them in their Plea* ^ 
fures, as long as they preferve their Senfes. By 
which I would be underfiood to mean, while they 
Z& in Charafter, and fuiFer not a fond Inclination, 
an afpiring Vanity, or a giddy Freedom, to tranfport 
them into the doing anything, which may forfeit pre- 
fent Advantages, or entail upon them future Pain* 

I fhall have frequent Occafion, in the following 
Pages, to fliew from Examples, of what mighty 
Ufe Riofon^ and an undtjlurhed Temper ^ are to Men 
of great Commerce in the World ; and therefore 
ihall Infift no farther on theni here. 

The ij^ft Difpofition of the Soiil, which I (hall 
mention, as ileceflary to him who would become si 
Proficient in this Science, is Good-nature \ a Quality, 
which, as Mr. Dryden faid in a Dedication to one of 
the beft-natured Men of his. Time, deferves the 
higheft Efteem, though, from an unaccountable De- 
pravity both of Tafte an J Morals, it meets with the 
Icaft. For, can there be any thing mgre amiable in- 

humaa. 
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human Nature, than to think, to fpeak, and to do 
whatever Good lies in our Power Unto all ? No Man 
who looks upon the Sun, and who feels that Chear- 
fulnefs which his Beams infpire, but would rather 
wifh himfelf like fo glorious a Being, than torcfem- 
ble the Tiger, however formidable for its Fiercenefs, 
or the Serpent, hated for his hi fling, and dreaded 
for his Sting. Good-nature may, indeed, be made 
almofl: as diffufive as Day-light; but fhort are the 
Ravages of the Tiger, innocent the Bite of a Ser- 
pent, to the Vengeance of a cankered Heart, or the 
Malice of an envenomed Tongue. To this let me 
add another Argument in Favour of this Benevolence 
of Soul ; and farther Perfuafions will, I flatter my- 
felf, be unneceflary. Good-nature adorns every Per- 
fection a Man is Mafter of, and throws a Veil over 
every Blemifh, which would otherwifc appear. In a 
Word, like a fkillful Painter, it places his Virtues in 
the faireil Light, and cafts all his Foibles into Shade. 

Thus, In a few Words, Senfe^ Moderation j and 
Sweetnefs^ are effential to a Polite Philofopher. And 
if you think you cannot acquire thcfe, even lay my 
Book afide. But before you do that, indulge me yet 
a Moment longer. Nature denies the firfl: to few ; 
the fecond is in every Man's Power j and no Man 
need be without the laft, who either values generjil 
Efteem, or is not indifferent to public Hate. For, 
to fay Truth, what is neceflary to make an honeft 
Man, properly applied, would make a politd one : 
And as almoft every one would take it amifs, if wc 
ihould deny him the iirft appellation ; fo jou ma^ 

perceive 
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perceive from thence how few there are, who, but 
from their own Indlfcretion, may deferve the fecond* 
It is want of Attention, not Capacity, which leaver 
us fo many Brutes ; and, I flatter myfelf, there will 
be fewer of this Species, if any of them can be pre- 
vailed on to read this. A Defcription of their Faults 
is, to fuch, the fitteft Ledure ; for few Monfters 
there are who can view themfelves in a Glafs. 

Our FolUesy ivben difplafdy our/el*ves affright ; 

Fe^iX) are/o had^ to hear tht odious Sight. 

Mankind^ in Herds ^ thrd force of Cuftom^ fi^^y . 

Mijlead each other into Error* s W^qy ; 

Purfue the Roady forgetful of the End^ 

Sin by Mijlake^ and^ vjithout Thought^ offend. 

My Readers, who have, perhaps, been, many of 
them, accuftomed to think Politenefs rather an orna- 
mental Accompliflimcnt, than a Thing neceflary t« 
be acquired in order to an eafy and happy Life, may, 
from thence, pay lefs Attention than my Inftruc- 
tions require^ unlefs I can convince them they are 
in the wrong. In order to which, I muft put them in 
mind, that the Tranquillity, and even Felicity of 
our Days, . depends as ftrongly on fmall things, as 
on great ; of which Men may h6 eafily convinced, 
if they but reflect how great Uneafinefs they have 
experienced from crofs Accidents, although they 
related but to Trif es ; and at' the fame time remem- 
ber, that Difquiet is, of all others, the greateft 
Evil, let it arife from what it will. 

Now, In the Concerns of Life, as in thofe of For- 
tune, Numbers are brought into what are called bad 

Circumftances 



240 tHE POLITl! PHILOSOi'HEli. 

Circiimftances from fmall Negleft, rather than froiH 
any great Errors in material Affairs. People are tod 
apt to think lightly bf Shillings aind Pence, forget- 
ting that they are conrtitueht Parts of Pounds ; un- 
til the Deficiency in the greater Article fiiew thenri- 
their Miftake^ and convince them, by fatal Experi- 
ence, of a Truth, which they might Kave learnea 
from a little Attention, viz. that great Sums are 
made up of fnvall. 

Exadly parallel to thi^, is thit Wtong Notion^ 
which many have, that ilothing mor6 is due from 
them to their Neighbours, than what refults from ^ 
Principle of Honcfty ; which coniimarids us to pay 
'our Debts, and forbids us to do Injuries : Whereas 
a thouiand little Civilities^ Complacencies, and En- 
deavours to give others Pleafurc, arc requifite to 
keep up the.Reliih ef Life, and procure us th;at 
AiFe^on and Efteem, which every Man, who has 
a Senfe of it, muft defire. And in the right timings 
and difcreet Management of thefe Punftilics, con-* 
fifts the Effence of What we call PoUunefs. 

Htnv mair^ kn9-w the general Rules of Art^ , 
Whkh^ unto Tahletiy human Form Impart t 
How nunty can depid the rijing Bro-w^ 
TheNo/e^ the h'outb, atide'u'rv Feature Jbei^ ^ 
Cmi in thtir Coloutj imitate the Skin, 
And^ ij the Force of Pire, can fix them in ? 
Tety ^hen ^/isdonty unpleafing to the Sight ; 
Thd liie^ the Piaureflrikes not --with Delight r 
*Tts Zink al'^ne git/es theenameVd Face 
A fotipfdSnMettnefs^ and c glnjjly Gratre. 

Example^ 
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Examples have^ generally /peaking, greater Forc^e 
\han Precepts ; I will therefore delineate the Cha- 
taiflers ot Homrhs znd Garcia^' two Gentlemen of 
my Acquaintattcfe, v^hofe Humours I have perfectly 
confidered, and (hall reprefeht them without the 
kaft Exaggeration; 

HontfriMs is a Perfon equally difti|igUi0ied by his 
Birth and Fortune. - He has naturally good Senfe ^ 
xmd that too bath been improved by si regular Edi^ « 
cation. His Wit is lively, and his Morah without a 
Stain.-^Is hot this an amiable Charader ? Yet //<?- 
norittz is hot teloV^. He has, fome way or other, 
contrafted a Notion, that it is beneath a Man of 
Honour to fail below the Height of Truth in any 
Degree, or oh any Occafioh whatfoever. From 
this Principle, he fpeaks bluntly what he thinks, 
without regarding the Company who are by. Some 
Weeks ago, ht read a Lefture on fen^iale Hypocrify 
before a married Couple, though the Lady was much 
fufpefted on that Head. Two Hours after, he fell 
into a warm Declamation againfl Simony and Prieft- 
craftj before two Dignitaries of the Church : And, 
fromfca continued Courfe of this Sort of Behaviour, 
hath rendered himfclf dreaded as a Monitor, inftead 
of being efteemed as a Friend. 

Garcia^ on the contrary, came into the World 
under tht^ greateft Difadvantages. His Birth, was 
mean, and his Fortune not to be mentioned {. yef, 
though he is fcarce forty, he has acquired ahji^dfome 

Vol. L R Eftate 
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-Eftaite in theCouittry, and lives on it with more 
Reputation than moftof his Neighbours. While a 
Servitor at the Univerfity, . he, by his Afliduities, 
recommended himfelf to a Noble Lord^ and thereby 
procured a Place bf Fifty Pounds a Year in a public 
Office. His Behaviour there made him as many 
Friends as there were Perfons belonging to that 
Bi32^rd. His Readinefs in doing Favours gained him 
the Hearts of his Inferiors 5 his Deference for thofe in 
the higheft Chara£ter in the Office, procured him 
their Good-will 5 and the Complacency he exprejQTed 
towards his Equals, and thofe immediately above 
him, made them efpoufe his Intereft with almoft as 
much Warmth as they did their own. By this Ma- 
nagement, in ten Year's Time, he rofe to the Pof- 
feffion of an Office, which brought him in a thoufand 
Pounds a Year Salary, and near double as much in 
Perquifites;. Affluence hath made no Alteration in 
his Manners. The fame Eaiinefs of Difpofition at- 
tends him in that Fortune to which it has raifed him; 
and' he is at this Day the Delight of alt who know 
him, from an Art he has of perfuading them, that 
their Pleafures and their Interefts are equally dear 
'to 'him with his own. Who, if it were in his 
bowery would refufe what Homrius poflefles ? and 
who would not wifh that Polfcffion accompanied 
with Garcia* 5 Difpofition ? 

. I flatter myfelf, that, by this Time, moftofmy 
.Readers have acquired a tolerable Idea of PoUtenefsy 
'and a juft Notion of its Ufe, in our Paffage through 
-Life^ I muft, however, caution them of one things 

that^ 
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that, under, Pretence of Politenefs^ they fall Jneithcr 
into a Contempt oi* C^releffnefs of Schnce. 

A^ Msln may have much tearnii^g ^ifhcat b^ng 
a Pedant ; nay, it is necefiary that he"!flibuld<>ave a 
confiderable Stock of Knvwiedge befortf'hc "can -be 
polite. The Glofs Is never given till th^ Wotkis 
iinifhed ; 'without it the bcft-vm)H^t Piabe^lddcs 
clumfy ; btit Varnffl>over«a jTOUgh^Boafd^isa^pre- 
p'iRerous Daub, ki a^WoFd, thati&ul&of ifvr^r^, 
Mifceri utile dulci^ fo often quoted, can 'HeveUbe 
better applied than'in the prefect Gafe,<wli!ere'neither 
of the Qualities can fubfift without the other, 

/f7/ift Drf/i^ foronce^ the Rule* rf life <ojeHl'fldce \ 

Cloth is plain Ser/e^ dndpohjl^d Breedings' Lace. 

Men may in loth mijlakeihetriie Dejtgn : 

Fools oft are tavjdry^ ^heh'thfy^vonldhtfne^ ' 

Jhi equal ^ ixture, hoth of Ufe and Bhffw^ 

From gidcfy FopSy points out tV atCbmpUfl^d Beau* 

Having now gone through the pracognitaoi Polite 
Philofophy^ it is requifite we ihould defcerld- with 

greater Particularity into its feveral Branches. 

« 

For though Exaftncfs wouldnof be ofa PJede, 
either with the Nature or Intereft of this Wbfk ; 
yet fbme Order is aBfolutcly neceffafy, bec^ufe iib* ' 
thing is more impolite than to be bbfcure, "^ome 
Phllofophefs have, indeed,' prided "theftifelv^^ in a 
myfterious way of ipeaking, wr^pping*their'Mtixims 
in fo- tough aCoat^ that the Kernel, when found, 
leldom attoncd for the Pains of the Finder. 

R2 The 
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The Polite Sage thinks in quite a different Wiy* 
Perfpicuity is the Garment in which his Conceptions 
appear ; and his Sentiments, if they are of aay Uie, 
carry, this additional Advantage with them, that 
fcarce any Labour is required in attaining them. 
Graver Difcourfes, like galenical Medicines, are 
often formidable in their Figure, and naufeous in 
their Tafte« LeAures from a Do£lor in our Science, 
like a chemical Extraction, convey Knowledge, 2s 
it were by Drops ; and reftore Senfe, as the other 
does Health, without the Apparatus of Phyfic. 

Harfi to tie Hearty and grating to the Ear^ 
Wb9 can Reproofs wUbont RduHanct^ bear^ 
WTrf^againll Fritfit tbe general Hattfo^rong^ 
£ia tbat tb^fifw us all *ive do is twrong T . 
Wit moell appljfd^ does weigbtier Wifdom right ^ 
And ginHi m Ktfovfla^e^ while it gives Delight* 
Tim on the Stage^ we^ with AppUufe^ hehoUj 
fFlsfit^ would bavefaif^d mfrom the Fulfit told. 

It* is now Time to apply what we have already 
advanced to thofe Points in which they may be th? 
moft ufeful to us \ and therefore we will begin, by 
confidering what Advantage the Pradtice of them 
wiIl4)rocurie|, inrefpeft to thofe three Things, which 
are efteemed of the greateft Confequence in the ge- 
neral Opinion of the World. This le*ds me, in the 
firft Place, to explain the Sentiments and Condu<% 
of a Polite Phiofopher in regard to Religion^ I am 
not ignorant, that there area Multitude of thofe who 
pafs both onthe WpiW, andean themfelves, for very . 

potitt 
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poUu Pe^-fons, who look on thi$ as a Topic below 
their Notice. Religion (fay they with a Sneer) is tho 
Companion of melancholy Minds ; but for the gayer 
Part of the World, it is Ill-manners to mention it 
amongft them • Be it fo. But give me leave to add^ 
that there is no ranker Species of Ill-brceding» than 
fpeaking of it farcaftically, or with Contempt. 

*• Religion^ ftriftly (peaking, means that Wor- 
*^ fhip which Men, from a Senfe of Duty, pay to 
'* that Being, unto whom they owe their own 
<* Exiftence, with all thofe BJeffings and Bentfits, 
*« which attend it/' 

Let a Man but refled on this Definition, and it 
will be impoffible for him not to perceive, that treat- 
ing this in a ludicrous Way, muftnotonly be unpo- 
lite, but (hocking. Who, that has a Regard for a 
Man, would not ftart at die Thoughts of faying a 
bafe thiiig of his Father before him ? And yet what a 
Diftance is there between the Notion of a Father tnA 
2L Creattr I Since therefore no farther Arguments are 
neceilary to prove the Inconfiftence between RaU" 
lery and Religiofiy what can be more cogent to a 
polite MaHy than thus (hewing, that fuch'difcourfes 
of his would be mal a propos ? 

Thus much for thofe who might b& guilty of 
Unpolitene/s with refpeft to Religiose in genera], a 
Fault unaccountably common in an Age, which 
pretends to be fo polite. 

R 3 As 
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• • • * . . 

As ttrpacticiiIarReligiQils^ or rathqr. Teotte in 
Religion; Men arcgener^ly warmt in tbjem.^ from 
etip of.-tb^e two Rea(<pn$i nfi^s Ten^?mefs»of Con- 
ftiBiicc,:or,.a:hig]> S«nfe o.f -their own Judgments* 
M«Jn of pl*in PanivWdh^neft Difpoftuons^ look on 

SaIvati<m,^^;,tQQ/ftipi<»iSAa,Thi(?g.tO'l?P jsfted. with; 
A ^^///^ Man therefore will be cautious of offending 
iipdn tbathead^ beqauib; he';kno>vs it,wiir.giv©the 
Perfon to whom he fpeaksPain y a Thing ev^r op- 
pofite- to the Chardftor- of z,PoUJhei Philofppher* 
Xte Jattec.Rcafon^.whichJ,have ailigue^^or Men's 
Zeal in religious Matters, may fepm to hftve lefs 
Weight than the jfirft ; but he who confiders it atten- 
tively, ,will be of an0tiber.O{)inion. . Men of fpe- 
culative Religion, who:arefo from the Conviftian 
jather of thek^Heads t}mn their Hearts^ are not a bit 
lefs ivehoment than the r^al :Djfevotees. Hfe w)id fays 
a flight or a. fevcre Thing ofj thtir Faith, feems to 
them. to have thereby undervalued their Underftand*- 
ingsv ^i^d will confequently incur their Averfipn ; 
']W!hicrk.nD Man of common Senfe, would hazard 
.foe a lively Expreffioa; much lefs a Perfon of good 
Breeding, who fhouldrmake it his chief. Aim to be 
rwell with all: As a Mark of my own PoliUnefs^ I 
will here take leave of this Subjf*<S ; . ftnce by drop- 
ing it, 1 {hall oblige the gay Part of my Readers, 
as, I flatter myfelf, I have already done- the graver 
Patt^ £rpm my Mannertof treating it* 



Likefome grave Matron of- a nM^ JLine^ 
With awful Beauty does Religion Jhine» 



Jufi 
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5V Senfejhmld hack »i « r'lmirt iWDaait, 

In comman lA/eyBu'll own ihii Rea^hi^ "i^,- 
Thai nmu hut Ftdt iBgrp/fJ&uje ifc/<j& .- "■ ' 
Tim ufe it ftim — —iiptr tbini^ir Caulinmain 
Tb be polite, Mtn mid not he pto^e. ■ :_' 



. Next to their Cencerns i 

are ufually moft takfn up v - 

puhVtc here. Tlie Lovp < ; 

thofe Virtues lo-which eve 
pretend ; and the ^?y in 
fhewn, ij byfaJlLngintowhi 
it" a large Share of gooJ Se 

which is natural I ycoQ traced From fuch Engagements, 
a Man foonfalls into all the Violences of Vamm^ 
and looks upon evefy one as his pnemy, whddoes 
not exprefs hJmfelf about the pablfc Good'in the 
fame Terms he dajs. This is a harfh fiflure,' tut 
it is a juHone, of the fai^ greater Part of thofe who' 
arc warm in political Difputes, A pliu .^»wiy 
therefore fpeak as feldom as he can on Topics, 
where, in a mixed Company, it js almoft impof^ 
fible to fay , any thing that will pleafe all.' " , 

To fay Truth, Pairiotijm^ propetlj' fo called, is 
perhaps as fcarce in this Age as In anythat )tasgona 
before us. Men appear to I pVe themf^i^es' fo wcHj 
that it feems iiot altogether credible ifhey^ftould, it 
every Turn, prefer their Country's Ihtergfll to tHeit 
own. The Thing looks noble ihdefiff;^ and tficfc- 
fore, like a becoming Habitj cyetJ''bo^]r would put 
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it op. But this is Hypocrify, you'll fay, and therc^ 
fore fhould be deteifted ! Here the Polite Philofopher 
find$ new Inducemeiits to Caution ; Sore Places are 
always tender; and People ^t a Mafquerade are in 
Pain, if you do any thing which may difcover 
their Faces* 

Our Philofophy is not intended to make a Man 
that four Monitor who points out Folks Faults^ but 
to ms^ke them in love with their Virtues ; that is, to 
make himfelfiind them eafy while he is with them 2 
and to do, or f;^y nothing, which, on {leflediion, may 
^ake them Ie(s hi§ Friends ^t thejr next Meeting. 

Let us explain this a little farther. The Rules 
we offer, are intended rather to guide Men in Com* 
pany than when i^lonc. What we advance tends 
not fo direftly to amend People's Hearts, as to re- 
gulate their Conduct ; a Matter which we have al- 
ready demonftrated to be of no fmall Importance. 
Yet 1 hcg you'll obfervc, that though Morality be 
hot immedis^tely our Subje£l, we are far, however, 
from requiring any thing in our Pupils contrary 
thereto, 

A polite Man mzy yet be religious, and, if his 
^ Reafon be convinced, attached to ^ny Intereft which, 
in hjs Opinion, fuits beil with that of the Public i^ 
jjr^wrided he conform thus f,^r tq our Syftem, that on 
/*p Occafion he trouble others with the Articles of 
^Is religious Creed, or political Engagements ; or, 
:^y any Stroke of Wit or Raillery, 'hazard for a 

Laugh 
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Laugh that Difpofition of Mind, which is abfolutely 
ncc^ffary to m^ke Men cafy when together. 

Were I indeed to indulge my own Sentiments, I 
(hould fpcak yet with greater Freedom on this Sub- 
jeft. Since there is fo vaft Z difproportion, when 
wc conie to compare thofe who ha ye really either a 
Concern in the (Jjovcrnment, or the Service of their 
Country more particularly at Heart, and the Men 
v/ho pretend to either, merely from a Defirc of ap- 
pearing of fome Confequence themfejves ; we ough( 
certainly to avoid making one qf this Number, and 
^im rather ^t being (]i|iet within ourfejves, and agree- 
. able to thofe among whom we live, let their political 
Notions be what they will ; inafmuch as thjs |s a di- 
reSt Ro^d tp Happinefs, which all Men profefs they 
would reach, if they could* Pomponius Jiticusy 
whofe Cb^rafter appears fo amiabje, from the con- 
curring Tcftimony of all who mention him, ©wed 
the grcateft Part of that £ftecm ip which he lived, 
and of that ]8.cputation by which be ftill furvives, 
unto his fteady A^herepce to this Rule. His fiene« 
Yplence made him love Mankind in general, and his 
good Senfe hindered him from being tainted with 
thofe Party Prejudices which had bewitched bis 
Friends. He took not iip Arms for Cafar j nor di4 
he abandon Italy^ when P^mp^ withdrew with his 
forces, ?ind had, in outward Form, the Sanftion of 
the Commonwealth. He faw too plainly the Ambi-r 
tion of both J yet he prcferved his Complacence for 
bis Friends in each Party, without fiding with either, 
^ucccfs nevcrn^ade them more welcome to Pomp^nim^ 

nof 



nor could any Defeat leflen them in his Eftcem, 
When vitSlorious he vifitcd thzm, without (haring in 
their Power : and when vanquilhed he received them, 
without confidering any thing but their Diftrefs. In 
a few Words, he entertained no Hopes from the 
good Fortune of his Friends^ nor fuffercd the Rc- 
verfe of it to chill his Breaft with Fear. His Equa- 
nfinity produced a juft EfFeft, and his univcrfal 
Kihdnefs made him univerfally beloved. 

I fancy this Piftureof a Difpofition, perfe<Sly free 
from political Soiirnefs, will have an agreeable EfFeft 
on many of my Readers ; and prevent their falling 
into a common Miftake, that the Circumftances of 
public Affairs, and the Charadlers of public Perfons, 
are the propereft Topics for general Converfation : 
Whereas they never confider, that it is hard to find 
a Company, wherein fomebody or other hath not 
cither Liking or diftafte, or has received Injuries 
or Obligations from thofe who are likelieft to be 
mentioned upon fuch Occafions ; and who, confe- 
quently, will be apt to put a ferious ConftrucSlion 
on a flight Exprefiion, and remember afterwards in 
earneft, what the Speaker meant fo much a Jeft, as 
never to have thought of it more^ Thefe, per- 
haps, may pafs with fome for trivial Remarks ; but 
with thofe who regard their own Eafe, and have 
at all obferved what conduces to make Men dif** 
agreeable to one another, I flatter myfelf they will 
have niorc Weight. 

Behaviour is like Architeflurc ; the Symmetry of 
the whole pleafes us fo much,' that we examine not 

into 
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into Its IJajTtSy which, if we did, we fliould find 
much Nicety required in forming fuch a Structure ; 
though, to PcrfoJis of no Tafte, the Rules of either 
Art would feem to have little Connexidh with 
tl*eir EfFedis, 

« 

That^ true Palitenefs wot can only cal\ 

IVlich looks Me Jones's Fabric at Whitehall [a]; 

Where jufi Proportion ive <with Phafure fee\ 

Though huift by Rule^ yet from all Stiffn^fs frte ; 

Though grand^ yet plain \ magnijicent^ not fine j 

The Ornaments adorning the Defign* 

It fills our Minds i^ith rational Delight^ 

And pleafti^on Refiexion^ as at Sight. 

After thefe Admonitions as to Religion ^nd Poli- 
tics, it is very fit we obferve another Topic of mo- 
dern Difcourfe, of which it is hard to fay whether 
it be more coinmon, or more contrary to true Pq- 
liitnefs. What I mean, is, the reflecting on Men's 
Profeflions, and playing on thofe general Afperfioms, 
which have been fixed on them by a Sort of Ill- 
nature hereditary to the World. And with this, as 
the third Point, which I promifed to confider, fliall 
be fhut up the more ferious Part of this EflTay. 

In order to have a proper Idea of this Point, we 
muft, firft. of all, confider, that the chief caufe both 
of Love and Hatred, is Cuftom, When Men, from 
a long. Habit, have acquired a Facility of thinking 
clearly, and fpeaking well in any Science, they na- 
turally think that better than any other ; and. this 

> [/r] Banqueting-kotife. 

LiklDg 
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Liking, in a fhort Time, grows up to a wanner 
Affedion 'f which renders them impatient whenever 
their darling Science is decried in their Rearing. 
A poSte Man will have a care of ridiculing Phyfic 
before one of the Faculty, talking difrefpeflfuliy 
of Lawyers while Gentlemen of the Long-cobe 
arc by, or fpeaking contemptibly of the Clergj^ 
when with any of that Order* 

Som^ Critics may pofljbly objeft, That thcfe are 
SoUcifms of too grofs a Nature for Men of tolerable 
Senfe or Education to be guilty of. But I appeal 
to thofe who are moft converfant in the World, 
Vrbether this Fault, glaring as it is, be not com-» 
mitttcd ^^ry Day. 

The ftrideft Intimacy can never warrant Freew 
doms of this Sort ; and it is, indeed, prepofterous 
to think it (hould ; unlefs we can fupppfe Injuries 
are lefs Evils when they are done us by Friends, 
than when thc^y come from other hands. 

Mrcefs cfJFit maj t>ftentimi$ hegmU: 

Jefis are net al-wi^s pardoned— '^^hy a Srnik* 

Mtn may d'lfguife their Malice at their Hearty 

Andfeem at Ea/e '^tho* pained with innveird Smart, 

MJiaken^ *rtv ■ ■ ■ think all fuch Wounds^ rfcour/e^ 
Reflexien cures ■ Alas ! it makes them *w0rfim 
Uke Scratches they with double Anffiijb^ feifioe^ 
Ha^le in Time^ emdfejier hy Degrees* 

Let us now proceed to fpeak of Raillery in general, 
JntccHve i»a Weapon worn as commonly as a Sword j 
Mdp^ like that, is often in the Hands of thofe who 

knov^ 
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know not bow to uie it. Men of true Courage fight 
but feldom, and never draw but in their own De-> 
fence* Bullies are continually fquabbling ; and, from 
the Ferocity of their Behaviour, become the Terror 
of foitoe Companies, and the Jed of more^ This is 
juftthecafewitbfuchas have a Livelinefs of Thought, 
directed by a Propcnfity to Ill-nature : Indulging them- 
felves at the Expence of others, they, by Degrees, in- 
cur theDiflike of alK Meek Tempers abhor ; M«n 
ti cool Difpofxtions defpife ; and thofe addiSred Co 
Cboler chaftife tbem. Thus ar Licentioufnefs of 
Tongue, like a Spirit of Rapine, (cts one Man 
againft all ; and the Defence of Reputation, as welt 
as Property, puts the human Species on regarding a 
malevolent Babler with a worfe Eye than a common 
TTiief J becauie Fan^e is a Kind of Goods, which^ 
when once taken away, can hardly be reftore<f« 
Such is the Effigies of this human Serp^it. And 
who, when he has confidered it, would be thoug&t 
to have fat for the Piece ? 

It is a thoufancf to one my Book feels the Re- 
fentment of DraeOy from his ieeing his own trike- 
nefs in this Glafs. 

A good FimiTy, but no Fortune, threw Dtaca 
rnto the Army when he was very young. Dancing, 
Fencing, and a Smattering of /'r^^rA, are all the 
Education either his Friends bellowed, or his Capa- 
city would allow him to receive. He has been now 
two Years in Town, and from fwearing, drinking, 
and debauching Country Wenches, (the general 

RoUt 
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Rout of a military Rake) the Air of St. Jameses 
has given his Vices a new Turp^ By Difit of an em- 
broidered Coat, he thurft himfelf into the BeaU 
CofFee-houfes, where a dauntlefs EflT.onterv, and 
a natural Volubility of Tongue,^ confpire to make 
him pafs for a FelloW of Wit and Spirit. 

A baftard Ambition makes him envy every great 
Charafter ; and as he has juft Senfe enough to know 
that his Quahfications will never recommend him to 
the Efteem of Men of Senfe, or the Favour of Wo- 
men of Virtue, he has thence contrailed an Antipa- 
thy to both ; and by giving a boundlefs Loofe to uni- 
verfal Malice, makes continual War againft Honour 
and Reputation j wheie-cver he finds them. . 

Hecatilla is a female Flrelrrarid, mor^ dangerous, 
and more artfully vindi Stive than Draco himfelf. 
Birth,. Wit, and Forcun?, combine to render her 
confpicuous; while a fplenetic En^y fours her, other- 
wife amiable, . Qualities ; and niakes her dreaded as 
a Poifon doubly dangerous, |2;rateful to the Tafte, 
yet mortal in Effe6l. All who fee Hecatilla at a 
Vifit, where the Brilliancy of her Wit heightens the 
Luftre of. her Charms, are imperceptibly deluded- 
into a Concurrence with her in Opinion, and fufpedl 
not Diflimulation under the Air of Franknefs, nor a 
ftudied Defign of doing Miichief in a feemingly ca- 
fual Stroke of Wit. The moft fucrcd Characfler, 
the moil exalted Station, the fairetl Reputation, de- 
fend not againft the infedious Blafi of fprightly Rail-- 
^fj^: borne on the Wings of IFit^ and fupported by 

a Blaze? 
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a Blaze of Beauty^ the fiery Vapour withers the 
fweeteft Bloffoms, and communicates to all who 
hear her, an involuntary Dillike to thofe at whole 
Merits flie points her Satyr. 

j^t Evening thus the unfufpsSiing Siyjam^ 
Returning home^uarjs o^er a tfiarjhy Plairty 
Vlea^d^ at a Diftance fees the lambent Light^ 
And^ hafty^ follonvs the mi/chienfous Sp*rit ; 
iThro* Brakes and Puddle s^ over Hedge and Style , 
Kamhiesj mifgulded^ many a ineary Mile, • 
Caff/us* dy and luond* ring at the Space he^as gonef 
Doubts^ then hi/ieves\ andj*urries f after on : 
The Cheat deteSed^ 'when the Vapour^ s /pent ^ 
Scarce h^s con'vinc*d and hardly can repents 

Next to thefe Cautions with refpeft to Raillery,- 
which, if we examine ftriftly, we fliall find no better 
than a well-bred Phrafe for fpeaking ill of Folks j 
it may not be amifs to warn our Readers of a cer* 
tain VehemeYice in Difcourfe exceedingly fhock- 
ing to others, at the fame Xinie that it not a little 
exhaufts themfelves. 

If we trace this Error to its Source, we fliall find 
that the Spring of it is an Impatience at finding others 
differ from us in Opinion : And €ai;i there be any 
thing more unreafonablej than to blame that Difpo- 
fition in them, which we cherifli in ourfelves ? 

If Submiffion be a Thing fo difagreeable to us, 
why fliould we expedt it from them ? Truth only 
can juftify Tenacioufnefs in Opinion. Let us calmly 
lay down wl^t convinces us j and, if it is reafonaWcy 

it 
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* it will hardly fail of perfuading thofe to whom Wtf 
fpeak* Heat begets Heat ; and theCIafliingof t>pf- 
nions feldom fails to ftrike oUt the Fire of Difleiifion; 

As this is a Foible more efpecially incident to the 
Fair Sex, I think it will be highly neceflary to offer 
another, and perhaps a more cogent Argument to 
their Coniideration, Paffioh is a prodigious Enemy 
to Beauty t It ruffles the fweeteft Features^ difcolours 
the fineft Comf^lexion, and^ in a Word, gives the 
Air of a Fury to the Face of an Angel. Far be it 
from me to lay Reftraints upon the Ladies ; but, in 
difTuading them from this Method of enforcing their 
Sentiments, I put them upon an eafier Way of 
effeding what they defire : For what can be denied 
to Beauty, when fpeaking with an Air of Satis- 
fadion? Complacence does all that Veheniencis 
would extort, as Anger can alone ab^te the In- 
fluence of their Charms* 

Serine and tmU nvi Hfievd the E**fning Jbr^ 
Thepleafing PiSure oftbtfmiling Fmr\ 
Aiboufand Charms aur/nPral iitnfes meef^ 
Codling the Breeze^ wth fragrant Odours fajeet. 
JBtttj fudJen^ if the fable Ciovds deform 
The assure Sfy, and threat the coming Storm^ 
Hafiy nuejke * ere yet the Thunders roar ^ 

And dread what lue fo much admired before* 

To Vehemence in Difcourfe, let me join ftediin- 
dancy ia.it alfo; a Fault flowing rather from Carc- 
leflhefs than Defign ; and which is more dangerous, 
from its being more ncglecled< Pa/iion, as I have 
hinted^.excitcs Qppofition j ani that very Oppofiti»n» 
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ko a Man of tolerable Senfe, will be the ftrongefl: 
Reproof for his Inadvertency ! Whereas a Perfon o( 
'z ^oq]!iacious Difpo^tion may dften efcape open Cen* 
fure from the Refped due to his Quality j or froni 
ah Apprehenfioh irt thofe with whom he converfes^ 
that a Check wbuld biit iilcreafe the Evil ; and^ like 
Curbing a hard-mouthed Horfe^ ferve only to i^akd 
Jiim run the fafter: From whence the Perfori in 
fault is often rivetted in his Error, by miftaking a 
filent Contempt for profound Attention. 

Perhaps this fhort Defcription may fet many of 
my Readers right ; which, whatever i^hey may think 
6f it^ I afljure them is of no fmall Importance. Con- 
^verfatibn is ii Sort of Bank^ in which all who com- 
pofe it have their refpeftive Shares. The Man there- 
fore who attehi|)ts to ingroft it, trefpafles upon the 
Rights of his Companions ; and, whether they think 
fit to tell him rp or nb, will, of Cbnfequence, be re- 
jgarded as rib fair Dealer. Notwithftanding I con- 
fider Converfation in this Light, I think it necefiary 
to bbferve, that it differs from other Copartnerfhips 
in one very material Point ; which Is this, that it 
is worfe taken if a Man pays in more than his Pro- 
portion, than if he had not contributed his full 
Quota, provided he be «ot too far deficient : For 
the Prevention of which, let us have H$race*s Cau- 
tion continually in our Eye^ 

ne indifcreet nvith blind A*o»fi6n rufl 
Into ow Faulty wbih they atother Jhuni 

It is the peculiar Privilege df the Fair, that, fpeak- 

ingor filent, they never offend. Who can b^ weary 

VouL S ^f 
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of hearing the fofteft Harmony ? or who, without 
f leafure, csn behold Beauty, when his Attention is 
not diverted fropn her Charms, by liftening to her 
Words ? I would have ftopt here, but that my De- 
ference for the Ladies obliges me to take Notice, 
that Tome of the;r own Sex, when paft the Noon of 
Life^ or in their Wane of Power from fome other 
Reafon, are apt to place an Inclination <^ obliging 
their Hearers amongft thofe Topics of Detra£lion, 
by which they would reduce the Luftre of thofe Stars 
that now gild the Hemifphere v/here they once ihoRe. 

From this Caufe only, I would advife the reign- 
ing Toads, by an Equality of Behaviour, to avoid 
theCenfure of thefe ill-natured Tatlers, 

• 

Siu:h haphf$ Fau attends *hi jotmg tmdfair^ 
Exfosdto 9pen FcrCi, andf$crtt Snare: 
Puffu^dhy Men^ warm with deftru^ive Firij 
Againfi thtir Peace *while female Frauds confpifin 
Efcap^dfram th>fe^ in nfoin th^ hope for Reji^ 
What Fame* sfecure from an invidims Jeft ? , 
By Flight the Deify no more of Dogs afraid^ 
Falls, hy a Shot f torn fame dark Covert made : 
So envious Tongues their foul Intentions bide ; 
Woundf though unfeen^ and kill ere the/ re defcrfdm 

Of all the Follies which Men are apt to £^11 into, 
^o the Difturbance of others, and leilening of them- 
felves, there is none more intolerable than continual 
^Egotifmsy and a perpetual Inclination to Self-pane- 
gyric. The mention of this Weaknefs is fufficient 
to expofe it ; fince I think no Man was ever pof- 
feifed of fo warm an AiFedtion for his own Perfon, as 

deliberately 
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deliberately to aiTert, that it, and its Concerns, are 
proper Topics to entertain Com^pany, Yet there are 
many, who,, through want of Atte/itiop, falj into 
this Vein, as foon as the Converfation beg jn^ to ac- 
quire Life : they lay hold qf every Opportunity of 
introducingtbemfelves, ofdefcribingthenifdv^s, and, 
if People are fo dull as not to take the Hint, of com- 
mending themfelves : Nay, what is more furprifing 
than ^11 t^is, they gre ^im%^ 9t the Coldnefs of 
their Auditors ; forgetting, that the fame Paflion in* 
fpires almoft every body ; and that th^re is fcarce a 
Man in the Room who has not a better Opinion 
of himfelf, than of any body elfe, 

Difquifitiops. of this Sort into Human Nature be- 
long properly unto Sages in Polite Philofophy : For 
the firft Principle of true Politenefs, is, not to ofFend 
againft fuch Difpofitions of the Mind as are almoft 
infeparable from our Species. To find out, and 
methodize thefe, requires no fmall Labour and Ap- 
plication. The Fruits of my Refearches on this 
Subjedl I communicate freely to the Public ; but 
muft, at the fame Time, exhort my Readers to fpare, 
now and then, a few Minutes to fuch Reflexions.; 
which will at leaft be attended \^ith this good Con- 
fequence, that it will open a Scene, which hath 
Novelty, that powerful Charm, to recommend it. 

But I muft beware of growing ferjous again ; I 
am afraid my Gravity may have difobliged fosoe 
of the Beau-monde already, 

S 4 H$ 
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He ivho htiinib /' ajvife tbi young and gay ^ 

Muft qmt tie common Road the formal Way^ 

fFbicb bumrirum PedatUi take to make Fotks w/e^ 
■ ^y P^^\fi^g y^rtue^ and decrying Vice* 
Let Parfons tell <wbat dreadful Ills will fall 
Onfucb as liften *wben tbeir Faffkns call: 
We^fromfucb Things our Pupils to ajfrigbfy 
Si^mt tbtfre Sins, hut that tb^re impolite. 
To fffiwtbiir Courages "Etzxxs would often dare^ 
By llackeft Crimes^ to brave old Locifer : 
But wbof of Breeding mcey of Carriage cimlf 
Would trefpafs on good Manners for tbe Devil ; 
Orf merely to difplay bis Want ofFear^ 
ie dam»*d hereafter, to be laugb*d at here ? 

It cannot be expeded from me, that I ihould par- 
ticulkrly criticife on all thofc Foibles through which' 
Men are ofFenfive to others in their Behaviour : Per- 
haps too, a Detail of this Kind, however exaft, 
might be thought tedious j ft may be cbnftrued into 
a Breach of thofe Rules, for a ftri<St Obfervance of 
which I contend. In order therefore to diverfify a 
Subjcft, which can no other Way be treated agree- 
ably, permit me to throw together a Sett of Cha- 
tafiers I once had the Opportunity of feeing, which 
will afford a juff Pi<5ure of thefe Marplots in Con- 
verfation, and which my Readers, if they pleafe, 
may call the Affembly of Impertin^nts. 

There was a Coffee-houfe in that End of the 

Town where I lodged fome Time ago, at which 

/everal Geptlemen ufed to meet in an Evening ; who, 

from a happy Correfpondence in their Humours and 

Capacities, 
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Capagities, entertained one aa;otber iskgreeably from 
jthe Clofc of, the Afternpoja,- liU • fe was Tinne to 
•go to Bed. 

About fix Months this Society fubfifted with great 
Regularity, though without aoy Reftraint, Eyery 
jGentleman who frequented the* Houfe, and had 
iconverfed with the Ereftors of this occafional Club^ 
were invited to pafs an Evening, when they thought 
/it, in a Room yp one p^ir of :&tairs- fet apart f6r 
thwtPurpofc. 

The Report of tbis Meeting- drew, one Night 
jivhen I had the Honour of being there, three Gea« 
tlemefi of ,Diftin<^ion, who were fo well known to 
moft of the N^ember^, that Admittance could not be 
refufcd them. One of them, whom I choofe to call 
Jiitajor RamUiy turned > of threefcore, and who had 
had an exceDent Education, Seized the D^ifcourfe 
about an Hour before Supper, aod gi^ve us a very 
copious Account of the Remarks he had made in 
three Years Travels jthrough Italy. He began with 
a geographical D^cription of the Dominions of his 
Sardinian Majefty as Duke of Savoys and, after a 
J])igreffion on the Fortifications of 7«rr/ff, in fpeaking 
of which he (hewed bi^nielf a perfect Engineer, he 
proceeded to the fecret .Hiftory of the Intrigues of 
that Court, fromjthp PrqpQfal of the Match with 
Portugal^ to the Abdication of King Fi£ior Amadeus. 
. After this, he run ovgr.tbe general Hiftory oi Mikmy 
Parmaj and Modena \ dwelt Half an Hour on the 
Adventures of the laft Duke of Mantua ; gave us a 
^ S3 haftjr 
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hafty Sketch of the Coftrt of Rome ; tratisferred him<^ 
felf^om thence to the Kingdom of Naples^ repeated 
the Infurrcftion of MaJJiamllo^ and, at a Quarter 
before Ten, finiflied his Obfervations with the Re- 
Irital of what h»]^pened at die tledu^ion of that 
Kingdom to the Obedience of the prdcnt Emperor. 
What dontribuUd't6 lAake thid Cdi^ud of his the 
more out of the way, was, that every Gentleman in 
the Room had been i|i Italy as well as he ; ind otie 
^ them, who was a Merchant, was ^he very Perfort 
at whofe Houfe the Major rcfided when at Naples, 
Poffibly he might imagine the Knowledge they had 
ill thofc Things might give them a greater Relifli 
(or his Animadvcrfmns ; or, to fpeak more candid- 
ly, the- Defire^f difplayihe his own Parts buried 
every other Circumftance in Oblivion. 
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Juft as the ^^r had done fpeaking, a Gentle* 
man caHed for 4. GHfs of Water ; and happened td 
fay, after drinktng it, that he found his Conftitutxon 
much mended fince he had left off Malt Liquor. 
Doftor HeSHck^ another of the Strangers, immedi- 
ately laid hold of this Opportunity^ and gave us a 
large Aqcount of the Virtues of Warer ; confirmin<r 
whatever- he advanced from th<J> Works of the mdk 
eminent Phyficians. From th^ main Subjef^, he 
made an eafy Tranfitipn to medicinal Baths and 
Springs. Nor were his Sfearchfes bounded by our 
own Country ; he condefcended to acquaint us with 
the Properties of the Springs of Bourhony particula- 
rized the genuine Smell of 8paw Water, applauded 
die wonderful Effefls of the Purmwt Mineral ; and, 

like* 
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like a true Patriot^ wound up his Difqnifitions with 
preferring Aflr^p Wdis (within three miles of which 
he was bom) to them all. It was now turned of 
Eleven ; when the Major arid Dbdor took their 
Leave, and went away together in a Hackncy-toach. 

The Qompariy feemed inclinable to extend their 
ufual Time of fitting, in order to divert themfelves 
after the Night's Fatigue. When Mr. Papilio, the 
third New-comer, aifter two or three fevere Reflex- 
ions on the Oddity of fome People's Humours,^ who 
were for impofing their own idle Conceits as Things 
worthy the Attention of a whole company ; though, 
at the fame Time, their Subjefts are trivial, and their 
Manner of treating them infipid : ** For my Part," 
continued he, '* Gentlemen, moft People do me the 
Honour to .fay, that few Pferfons underftand Medals 
better than I do. To put the mufty Stories of thefe 
queer old Men out of our Heads, I'll give you the 
Hiftory of a valuable Medallion, which was fent me 
about three Weeks ago from Venice.*^ Without 
flaying for anj^ farther Mark of Approbation than 
Silence, he entered immediately on a long Diflcrta- 
tion ; in which he had fcarce proceeded ten Minutes 
before his Auditors, lofing all Patience, followed the 
Example of an old Turky Merchant who, taking up 
his Hat and Gloves, went dire£Uy down Stairs^ 
without faying a Word. 

Animadveffions on what I have related, would 
but trefpafs on the Patience of my Readers j where- 
fore^ in the PUce of them, let me ofTer a few Re- 

S 4 marks 
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marks in Vcrfc, where my Genius may be more at 
Liberty, and Vivacity attone for want of Method. 

m)9 fwculdnot chuft t^fimn tbi gei^ral Scorn^ 
.Andjly Contempt r— ; — a Thing fo hardly borne* 

This to avoid let not your Tela be long ; 

The endlefs Speaker's ever in the wromg^ 

jfnd all abhor Intemperance of Tongue. 

Though voith a Fluency ofeafy Sounds^ 

Your copious Speech vjith every Grace abounds ; 

Though Wit adorn, and Judgment gi^e it Weight ; 

pijcretion muftyour Vanity abate. 

Ere your tif^d Hearers put Impatience on^ 

Aid wonder when the Larum will be down. 

Nor think by Art Attention can be tivroi^ht ; 

A Flux of Words nvill ever be a Fault m' 

Thittgs without Limit ijue by Nature blame ; 

Andfoon are cloyed wth Fleafure^ ifthefame% 

4 

Hitherto we have dwelt only on the Blemifhes of 
Converfation, in order to prevent our Readers com- 
mitting fuch OfFences as abfolutely dcftroy all Pre- 
tences to PoUtenefs. But as a Man cannot be faid 
to difcharge the Duty he owes to S9ciety, who con- 
tents hrmfelf with barely doing fiothing amifs ; fo 
Le£lures on Polite Philc/ophyy after removing thcfc 
Obftacles^ may reafonably be expedied to point out 
the Method whereby true Politenefs may be ob- 
tained. But alas ! that is not to be done by 
Words J Rocks and Tempefts are eafily painted, 
but the Rays of Phcehus defy the Pencil, 

Methinks I fee my Auditors in Surprife. What, 
fay they, have we attended fo long in vain ? Have 

we 
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yirt liftened to no Purpofe ? Muft we content our* 
ielves with knowing hoiv neceflkry aThing Pelitenefs 
is, without being told how to acquire i|: f Why, 
really. Gentlemen, it is juft fo. I have done all for 
you that is in my Power ; I have (hewn you what 
you are not to be ; in a Word, I have explained Po^ 
litiuifi negatively : If you would know it pqiitiVely, 
you muft feek it from Company and Obfervation. 
However, to fhew my own Good-breeding, I will 
be your Humble Servant as far as I can ; that is, I'll 
open the Door, and introduce you, leaving you then 
at the finde Point where I can be of no farther Ufe, 
id ej}^ Application. 

< . • • • • 

The World is a great School, wherein Men are 
iirft to learn, and then to praSife. As Fundamen- 
tals ii) all Sciences ought to be well underftood, fq 
a Man cannot be too attentive, at his firft becoming 
acquainted with the Public : For Experience is ane- 
ccflary Qualification in every diftinguifbed Charac- 
ter, and is as much required in a fine Gentleman^ 
as in a Statefman. Yet it is tq b^ remarked, that 
Experience is much foon^r acquired by fome, than 
by others : For it does not confift fo much in a cq- 
pious Remembrance of whatever has happened, as in 
a regular Retention of what may be ufeful ; as a Man 
is properly ftiled learned from his making a juft Ufe 
of reading, and not from his having perufed a Mul- 
titude of Books, 

• ■ ' :» 

As foon as we have gained Knowledge, we ibal V 
find the beft Way to improve it will be Exercife ; in 

which 
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which two, Things arc carefully to be avoided, Pofi- 
tivenefs and Affb£lation. If, to our Care in ifaun- 
ning them, w|? add a Defire of obliging thofc with 
whom we converfe, there is little Danger, but that 
we become all we with ; and PcHten^s^ by an im- 
perceptible Gradation, will enter into our minuteft 
A<^ions, and give a Poliih. to every thing we do. 

If ear to the far-extended Coqfts of Spain, 
Szme IJlands triumph ^tr the raging Mairty 
Where divelt of old — — ^j tuneful Poets fay y 
Slingers <utho hare f torn all the Prize a*way. 

While Inf antsy et their feehle Nerr^es they tiy'd ; 

Nor neeiful Foody tillvjon hy Artyfupfty^d. 
Tix\l iJas the Mari the Youngfiery oft in vain^ 
If^hirtd the mifguided Stone v^thfrUitlefs Pain : 
Tilly by long PraSicty to PerfeSton hr ought y 
Witheafy Skight their former Tafk tbep^ wrought^ 
Swift from their Arm th* ur^ erring PthhleftifWy 
Andy high in Airy the fluttering VtBimfltw^ 
So ik each Art Men rife hut hy Degreesy 
And Menths tfJLabour lead to Yean of Eafem 

The Duke de Rochefaucault^ who was efteemed 
the moft brilliant Wit in Franccy fpeaking of P^//V^- 
nefty fays. That a Citizen will hardly acquire it at 
Court, and yet may eafily attain it in the Camp. I 
Ihall not enter into tKe Reafon of this, but offer my 
Readers a fhorter, pleafanter, and more effe6lual 
Method of arriving at the Summit of genteel Beha-> 
viour ; that is, by converting with the Ladies. 

Thofe who aim at Panegyric, are wont to affemble 
a Throng of glittering Ideas, and then, with great 

EKa6lnefs, 
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Exa£faysfis ^iothe them with all the Elegance of 
Languagie^ in prder to their making themoft magni- 
ficent Figure when they come abroad in the World, 
So copious a Subpd as the Praifes of the Fair, m^y, 
in the Opinion of my Read^s^ lay me under great 
Difficulties in this Refpeft. Evfery Man of good Un- 
delrft^ndingt . 4nd fine Sen&, is in Pain for one who 
has undertaken fo hard a Talk : Hard indeed to me 
who, fi-om many Veafe Study of the Sex, have dif- 
covered fd rriany Perfetftionsin them, as fcarce as 
many more Years would afford me Time to exprefs. 
However, not to difappoint my Readers, or'myfelf, 
by foregoing that Pleafure I ftd in doing Juftite to 
the moft amiable Part of the Creation, [ will in- 
dulge the natural Propenility I have to their Ser- 
vicej and paint, though It be but in Miniature, 
the Excellencies they pofiefs^ and the Accomplilh- 
itients which, by Reflexion, they beftow. 

jfs nvhen/ime Psei^ ^th '^ ^" Choice 

Of an imp9ftatit StthjeS tunei bis Foice 

T^/^wOer Satrndi^ and tiwre exalted StrainSj^ • 
Wbich^ from aflrong Rffiexiony he attains ; 
-A Homer, «whtli hfs Heroes he records^ 
Transfufes aU their Fire into hisWords ; 
^0 wtf, intent the charming ^ex to f leaf e^ . 
A^with neiw Life, and an unwonted Eafe ; 
beyond the Limits of our Genius f oar ^ 
Jindfeel an ^dour^uite unknown hefore, 

Thofe who, from wrong Ideas of Things, have 
forced themfclves into a Diflilce of the Sex, will be 
apt to cry out. Where would this Fellow run ? Has he; 
ib long ftudied Women, and does be not know' what 

Numbers 
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->I«n^bers of AfFefted Prudes, gay Coquettes, an4 
.^iddy Impertinents there are among them ? . s ■■ 
Alas ! Gentleman, what Miftakes are thefe ! How 
ivill you befurprifed, if l.provc to you,.that you arc 
* jn the fame Scoitimejntswithme-; and that you could 
not have fo warm Refentmen^s at thefe Picadilloes, 
af you did not think the .Ladiesmore than mortal i 

Are the Faults you w^uld ^?^(s.by in a Friend, and 
imile at in an Enemy, Crimes qf fp deep a Dye ii}, 
them, as not to be forgiven ? And cap this flow from 
any ot;h?x Prjnciple, than a Perfuafion^ that they are 
Vnore perfedt ^in ^heir Nature than we,, and theif 
Guilt the greater therefore, in departing, even in 
the fms^lleft Degree, froru th^t PerfeiStion i Or, caijt 
there be a greater Hpnjour l;o the Sex, jthan this Dig^ 
nity, which even tbpir Ei^qiie^ ailow them ? To fay 
Truth, Virtue and Womejn owelefsjto ibp^rf rjend_s, 
than to their Foe? ; fmce the vicious, in both Cafes, 
charge their own .Wantof Xafte on 'the Weaknefs of 
Human Nature ; purfue groffer Pleafuresbeeaufc they 
are at ^and 5 and negleiSt the more refined, as Things 
,^f which their Capacities aflford them no Idea, 

' '! ■ * .... J . V ...» ' 

Born i\}ith afermle Guft tofenfualjoy^ 
Souls of low Tajle the facrgd Flame diftrqy ; 
By i\)hkh^ allied to the ethereal Fire 9 
pelejTtal Fie'-Ms the throe^ Thaugl^ts infphe ; 
^each him in afuhlmier Path to monfC^ 
And urge him on to Glory and to Love: 
Fajfions 'which onlygi've a Kdght to Yame% 
To prpfent Elf:^ and to a deathUfs N^nu. 
P^bile thofe mean Wretches^ 'Vjithjufl Shame f^erfpread^ 
Live on unhumm-^-^^and are^ unheard of^ dead, 

Mf. 
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Mr. Dryden^ who knew Human Nature, perhaps^ 
Uls well as any Man who ever ftudied it, has given 
us a juft Pifture of the Force of female Charms, in 
the Story of Cymon and Iphigenia-. Boceace^ from' 
whom he took it, had adorned it with all the tinfel 
Finery an Italian Compofition is capable of. The 
Englijh Poet, like moft Englijh Travellers, gave 
Sterling Silver in Exchange for that fupcrficial Gild- 
ing; andbeftowed a Moral where he found a Tale* 
He paints, in Cymon, a Soul buried in a Confufion 
of Icfeas, informed with fo little Fire, as fcarce to 
ftruggle under the Load, or afford, any glimmerings 
of Senfe. In this Condition he reprefents him ftruck 
with the Rays o£ Tphigenia^s Beauty : Kindled by 
them, his Mind exerts its Powers, his intelle6J:ual 
Faculties feem to awake ; and that uncouth Fer<y- 
city of Manners, by which he^had hitherto beeh 
diftinguifhed, gave way to a(n obliging Behaviour, 
the natural EfFeft of Love ! 

The Moral of this Fable is a Truth which .Tan 
hever be inculcated too much. It is to the Fair Sex 
we owe the moft fliining Qualities of which ours rs 
Mafter : As the Ancients infinuated, with their ufual 
Addrefs, by painting both the Virtues and Graces 
^s Females. Men of true Tafte feel a natural Com- 
plaifance for Women when they cohverfe with them, 
N and fall, without knowing it, upon every Art of 
pleaiing ; which is the Difpofition at once the moft 
grateful to others, and the moft fatisfaftory to our- 
felves^ An intimate Acquaintance with the other Srx 

feces 
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fixes tbis Complaqence into a Habit, and that Ha- 
bit id the very EfTence of Politenefs. 

Nay, I preAitne to fay, Politenefi can be no other 
way attained. Books niay furnifli us with right 
Ideas, Experience may improve our Judgments \ 
but it is the Acquaintance of the Ladies only> which, 
can beftow that Eafinefs of Addrefs, whereby the 
fine Gentleman is diftinguiihed from the Scholar and 
the Man of Bujinefs. 

That my Readers may be perfe£Uy fati'sfied in a 
Point, which I think of fo great Importance, let 
us examine this a Httle more ftri<St]y« 

There is a certain conftitutional Pride in Men, 
which. hinders their yielding, in point of Know- 
ledge, Honour, or Virtue, to one another. This im- 
mediately forfakes us at the Sight of Woman. And 
the being accuftomed to fubmit to the Ladies, gives 
a new Turn to our Ideas, and opens a Path to Rea- 
foii^ which Ihe had not trod before. Things appear 
in another Light; and that Degree of Complacency 
feems now a Virtue, which heretofore we regarded 
as a Meannefs. 

I have dwelt longer on the Charms of the Sex, 
arifing from the .Perfeftion vifible in their exterior 
Compofition ; becaufe there is the ftrongeft Analogy 
between them, and the Excellencies which, from a 
nicer Enquiry, wed ifcovcr in the Minds of the fair. 
As they are diftinguiihed from the robuft Make of 

Man 
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Man by that Delicacy, exprcfled by Nature, in their 
Form; fo the Severity of mafculine Senfe is fofteoej 
by a Sweetnefs peculiar to the female Soul. A 
native Capacity of Pleafing attends them through 
every Circumftance of Life; and what we impro^ 
perly call the Weaknefs of the Sex, gives them a 
Superiority unattainable by Fprqe. 

The Fable of the North-wind and the Sun con- 
tending to make the Man throw off his Cloak, is not . 
an improper PiAure of the fpecific Difference be- 
tween the Powers of either Sex, The bluftering 
Fiercenefs of the former, inftead of prodgcing the 
Effeft at which it aimed, made the Fellow but 
wrap himfelf up the clofer ; yet no fooner did the 
. Sun-beams play, than that which before protected 
became now an Incumbrance. 

Juft fo, that Pride which makes us tenacious in 
Difputes between Man and Man, when applied to 
the Ladies, infpires us with an Eagernefs not to 
contend, but to obey. 

To fpeak fincerely and philofophically. Women 
feem defigned by Providence to fpread the fame Splen- 
dour and Chearfulnefs through the intellcftualCEco-* 
nomy, that the celeftial Bodies diffufe over the ma- 
terial Part of the Creation. Without them, we 
might indeed contend, ^eftroy, and triumph over 
one another. Fraud and Force would divide the 
World between them ; and we Ihould pafs our 
Lives, like Slaves, in A)ntinual Toil, without the 
Profpe(5 of Plcafure or Relaxation. 

It 



/ 



i)\ THE POLITE fiflLOSbMERr 

' It IS the eonvcifatibn of Women that gives a pro^ 
per Bias to our lilctinations, and, 1)y abating the Fe- 
rocity of our Paifions, engages hs to that Gentle-^ 
nefs of Deporhneriti which vrc ftile Humanity. 
The Tenderhefs We hive for them, fofteris the Rug- 
gcdnefs of our ©wh Nature '• artd the Virtties wd 
put on to make* the better Figure in their Eyes, keep 
lis in Humour with ouffelves; 

I fpeak it without Affeftatiori or Vanity, that no 
Man has applied more afliduoufly than myfelf to the 
Study of the Fair Sex ; and I aver it with the greateft 
Simplicity of Heart, that I have not onfy found th^ 
mod engaging ahd moft afni^ble, but alfo the moft 
generous and moft heroic C^ialiti^s amongft the La- 
dies ; and that I have difcovered more of Candour; 
Pifintereftednefs, and Fervour in their FriendOiipsy 
than in thofc of our own Sex, though I have beert 

^very careful, and particularly happy, in the Cboidi 

' of my Acquaintance. 

My Readers will, I dare fay, obferve, and indeed 
i defire they fliould, a more than ordinary Zeal for 
inculcating a high Efteem of, and a fincere Attach- 
ment to, the Fair* What I "propofe from it is, t& 
re<Stify certain Notions, which are not only deft ruc- 
tive of all Politenefsy but at the fame Time, detri- 
mental to Society, and incompatible with the Dig- 
nity of Human Nature. Thefe have, of late Years, 
fprcad much amongft thofe yho aflumc to themfelve's 
tixtTiih of fine Gentlemen y and, in Gonfequenc^^ 

fhereofj 
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thereof, talk with great Freedom of thofe from whom 
they are in no Danger of being called to an Account, 
There is fo much of Bafenefs, Cowardice, and Con- 
tempt of Truth in this Way of treating thofe who artf 
alone capable of making us truly and rationally hap- 
py, that to confider the Crime muft he fufficient to 
make a reafonaWe Man abhor it. Levity is the beft 
Excufe for a tranfient Slip of this Kind ; but to perfift 
in it is evidently defcending from our own Species, 
and, as far as we are able, putting on the Brute. 

Fran^d to ginH Joy^ the Ivfvefy Sex arefetn ; 
Beauteous their Form^ and heofu^nly in their Mein, 
Silent J they charm the fleai^d Beholder* s Sight ; 
Andf /peaking^ fir ike us %vith a ne^vj Delight : 
Wordsy nuhen pronounced hy them^ hear each a Dart 5 
Jwuade our RarSy and wound us to the Hearty . 
To no ill Ends the glorious FaJ^nfvoays ; 
Sy Love and Honour boundy the Youth oheys:^ 
Till, by his Service ivoHy the grate/id F^r 
fionjentsy in Time^ to eafe the Lover^s Carey 
Seals all his Hopes ; andy in the bridal KiCSf 
Gives him a Title to untainted BU/u 

I choofe to put an End to my Leflure on Polite-^ 
nefs here, becaufe, having fpoken of the Ladies, I 
would not defcend again to any other Subjedl* In 
the Current of my Difcourfe, I have taken Pains to 
fhew the Ufe and Amiablencfs of that Art which 
this Treatife was written to recommend ; and have 
drawn, in as ftrong Colours as 1 was able, thofe So- 
Iccifms in Behaviour, which Men, either through 
Giddinefs, or a wrong Turn of Thought, are moft 
likely to commit. \ 

Vol* I. T Perhaps 
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. Perhaps the grave may think I have made Polkf 
nefs too important a Thing, from the Manner iii 
vrhich I have treated it ; yet, if they will but refleft, 
that a Statefman, in the moft auguft AiTembly, a 
Lawyer of the deepeft Talents, and a Divine of the 
greateft Parts, muft, notwithftanding, have a large 
Share of PoUtenefs^ in order to engage the Attention 
and bias the Inclinations of his Hearers, before he 
canperfuade them ; they'll be of another Opinion,; 
and confefs, that feme Care" is ducto acquiring that 
Quality which muft fet off all the reft. ' -^ ' 

The gayer Part of my Readers may probably find 
I5*ault with thofe Reftraints which may refult from 
the Rules I have here laid down ; but I would have 
thefe Gentlemen remember, that I point out a Way 
whereby, without the Trouble of Study, they may 
be enabled to make no defpicable Figure in the 
World ; which, on mature Deliberation, I flatter 
myfelf they will think no ill Exchange. The La- 
dies will, I hope, repay my Labours, by not being 
difpleafed with this Offer of my Service. And thus, 
having done all in my Power towards making Folks 
agreeable to one another, I am pleafed with the 
Hopes of having procured a favourable Reception 
for myfelf. 



V y 



When gay Petronius, tocorreQ tht Age^ 
Gave ^ny^ of old, to hisfatyric Rage ; 
This motley Form hi for his fP^ritings chofe^ 
And chequer* d lighter Verje woith grafver Profi* 
When^ lAjithjuft Mallccy he dtfigr^d tojhoiv 
Hovjfar tmboundedVice^ at laft^ i^iould go ; 
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3n Frofi njoi read thi execrahle Tale,^ 

And fie the Face of Sin <wM$utJi FeiL 

Sat when bis Souly hyfomefoft Tbmm inj^ii'ef^ 

The Aidoftumful Foetry nfuif^d: 

Wis Numierewitbfecu/iar Snueetnifi r4Vt% 

And^ in his eafy Virjit^ 'wefee tbi Man : 

JjeqnfdnnntbmFridei ofTqfticerre^^yitfriif 

Alike from Nicenefs^ and from PedaHhy ; ' 

Carelefs ofWeakby yet Uking decent Sbew : 

Infiu^ hy Birtb a Wity hy Trade a Beau* 

Free^ be] cenfur^d a licentious Age : 

Andbimlcofyy tbougb with cbafier Page ^ 

JSjffo/etbe Evils in wbicb Brutes deUgbt, 

Andfifw bow eajy ^tis to be polite ; 

^xbort our erring Toutb to'mefufin Timet 

And Le^ures give f or Memrfs Saki^ in Rbfmei 

Teaching tbis Art— /«/tf/j tbro* Life at Eaje^ 

'JSka^d in eur/ihes^ while all around wefUejfe^ 
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TO 



The Right Honourable 
The earl op 

CHOLMONDELEY. 



My Lord, 

TH E Men of Letters feem to 
have well confulted their own Re- 
putation and Intereft,. when they threw off 
the illiberal Refer ve, which had long kept 
them at a Diflance from the converfible 
Part of Mankind^ and fecluded them from 
the high Advantages of that excellent 
School, which we call the Polite World. 
For it is a free and open Commerce with 
People of Diftinftion and cultivated Abili- 
ties, which gives the true Embellifliment 
to Senfe, and renders the A ttainments of 

T4 the 
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the Scholar conducive to the Purpcfes of 
Elegance and Delight. 

That Freedom of Debate, and diva fi- 
ty of Topics, which adorn the Conver- 
fations of Men of Rank and polite Litera- 
ture, will give his Mind a generous En- 
largement, and open to him delightful 
Scenes of Knowledge, at once awakening 
the Imagination and informing the Un- 
^ derftanding. From their Difquifitions he 

will learn what is beautiful in the Pro- 
duftions of Art; from their Demeanor, 
what is comely in Manners. For where 
the Advantages of Birth and Station are 
united with liberal Accomplifhments, 
there is the Seat of Elegance, and the 
Standard of Politenefs. 

Though the Quicknefs of familiar 
Difcourfe admit not of an Attention to 
that Accuracy, which is required in 
Writing ; yet there is in thefe exalted In- 
tercourfes, a certain fuperior Spirit and 
genuine Eloquence ; which is, perhaps, a 
better Help to the Improvement of Style, 
and a more enlivening Model for Imita- 
tion, 
[ .___ • 
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tion, th^n the cold Effbrts of the Clofet 
were ever able to produce. Thofe happy 
Turns, and emphatical fprightly Phrafes, 
which are ftruck out by the Heat of ani- 
mated Converiation, and that genteel 
graceful Dignity of Expreffion, which is 
peculiar to thofe who move in the higher 
Spheres of Life, will catch the Ear of 
him who is familiarly accuftpmed to 
them, and fteal, in fome Degree, into his 
own Diction. For as our Senfes naturally 
retain the Print of the Images, which are 
commonly prefented to them ; fo our 
Language almoft unavoidably takes a 
Tinfture from thofe, with whom we 
ufually converfe. Thefe Effefts are fo 
conftant, that we feldom fail to difcover 
by a Man's Writings, with what kind of 
Society he has generally mixed. 

I mull add ; that in thefe high Scenes 
of Obfervation, there are frequently f uch 
lucky Hints thrown out, as prove a fruit- 
ful Source of Thoughts and Imagination, 
which would never have occurred to him 
' hi 
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in the ftudlous Hour, or iri the Coftipany' 
of meaner Spirits; 

Thefe, My Lord, are fome of the Ad- 
vantages which Men of elevated Charac- 
ter and refined Genius, communicate to 
him .who is honoured with their Intima- 
cy, and whole Mind is fufceptible of the 
Impreffions, They raife him, as it were, 
above himfclf, giving him to enjoy fome 
Share of their Spirit, and darting a Light 
kito his Breaft, from that Fire which en- 
flames their own 



^afi lumen de luminefuo accendunt. 

If^ under the Incitement of thefe ani- 
mating Influences, he (hould try to dif- 
play the Beauties oi Delicacy ; the Great- 
nefs of the Encouragement may, in fome 
meafure, juftify the Boldnefs of the At- 
tempt ; though it will be far from excuf- 
ing the unfuccelsful Execution. And 
Ihould he happen not to fail ; he can claim 
no other Merit, but that of a faithful 
Relator ; fince his Pretenfions go no far- 
ther 
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ther than to give them back the Images 
of their own Minds. 

With this View the following Essay 
was undertaken ; which is here, with a 
warm Senfe of Gratitude, addrefled to 
Your Lordship; whofe Indulgence 
lifted me up to that Experience of Life, 
and Obfervation on ^ajie and Manners^ 
which gave Birth to this Delign, fuppli- 
ed me with Materials, and was the only- 
Foundation, on which I could build any 
Hopes of Succefs, 

I am, My Lord, with the utmoft De- 
ference and Refpeft, 

\ 

Tour LoRDSHIP*45 

Mojl Obedient 
and mojl obliged 
Humble Servant^ 



Nathanael Lancaster. 
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AM I D S T the Variety of Compofitions, 
with which the Learned of this Nation 
have enriched the Republic of letters, we ftill 
want a Treatife upon that !^ality, which gives 
the finiihing Touches to the Culture of the 
Under/landing, and difilifes the fineft Delights 
through the Commerce of Human Life. 

Though in the celebrated Performances of 
our moft elegant Writers, we meet with many 
mafterly Strokes, and beautiful Obiervations 
upon it ; yet, lying widely fcattered in various 
intermitted Speculations, they have not that 
Efficacy, with refults from a regular Plan 
and connedted Syft^m, 

But if all that occurs were brought into one 
entire View, and ranged in the beft Order ; 
many Things would ftill be wanting to com- 
plete the Work, and give us that Fulnefs of 
Satisfa£tion, w^bich we Ihould h^ve received, 

had 
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had they entered profeffedly upon the Subjeft. 
Therefore, ;as it is impolfible not to admire 
what they have done ; it is natural to wil^i 
they had done more, and anticipated the Ne- 
ceffity of any farther Enquires, 

This Omiffion, it has been faid, was owing 
Xo an Opinion, for fonie Time too fuccefs- 
fuUy pr6pagatcd-~That J^ only, who had 
attained the? high Accompllfhment, was equal 
to the Tafk ; and that to undertake the Sub- 
jedt, carried with it an Air of arrogating the 
Charader. This was an Obftruftion not to 
he furmounted by the cautious Candidate for 
literary Fame ; fince the very Attempt to ob- 
tain, muft unavoidably fruftrate his Hopes of 
public Approbation. * * * 

•If the Author of the following Essay had 
been perfuaded, either that this Opinion -.had 
an}' Foundation in Truth, or was ftill gene- 
rally received ; the fame reftraining Confide- 
rations would have kept him in the f^me 
Bounds. But fince he finds it has now no 
longer the Countenance of Numbers, and is 
fatisfied it never had the Authority of Reafon, 
he hopes he may endeavour to explain the 
.Nature, and illuftrate the Beauties ofDELi- 

GAcy, 
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•gACY, without the Imputation of affuming tc^ 
himfelf the Glory of the Attainment. 

A Man may certainly be qualified to de- 
■fcribe a Charadler in his Clofet, though he 
cannot aft up to it in Life : as we often find 
Men well verfed in the Theory of an Art, 
and able to point out its fevcral EyceHcncies, 
who want either Faculties or Attention to 
reach the Praftice. The Talents are founded 
upon different Principles ; and the one may 
fubfift without the other, in the higheft Per- 
feftion. 

If this be not allowed ; the Poet as well as 
the fliftorian, muft be poffeffe4 of every 
great Quality, which he paints with Accuracy, 
•or traces \yithDifcernment. And when we 
find him fuecefsful in defcribing the Exploits 
of an Hero, we muft conclude, that he is 
himfelf no lefs expert in the military Art, and 
endued with equal Magnanimity. But it can- 
not be denied that there has been many a 
Writer capable of drawing up an Army, and 
fighting a Battle in all the Propriety and Vi- 
gour of Language, who had confefledly as 
little Addrefs to conduct the one, as Courage 
to attempt the other in the Field of ^ Action. — 

— lingud 
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dingm melior, feifrigida hello 



Dextera- 



And why fliould the Pofleflion of theQua* 
lity be tlxought more requiiite in the Dilplay 
of Delicacy ; This is fo far from appearing 
evident, that it feems rather to be,' in fome 
Refpedls, a kind of difqualifying Cifcum- 
ftance.^ It is not improbable, that the fine 
Scnfations in the Soul of him, who has at- 
tained to* this high Refinement, might prevent 
him from doing full Juftice to his own Ac- 
complilhments ; for Delicacy is always 
found to withdraw itfelf from e\ zxy thing that 
has the leaft Appearance of Vanity. But if 
this Obftirudion could be got over; yet when 
it is known to be his own Pifture, which he 
exibits ta View, it may be looked upon as 
the 'Reprefentation of Features and Linea- 
ments heightened by Self-regard and the Biaf$ 
of a partial Judgment, 

But though the Attainment of the Qua^ 
is not reqyifite in the Writer ; y«t it is eflerP*^ 
tially peceflary that he Ihould be intimately 
acquainted v^ith thofe, in wh^m it is found 
to^xiftf 

Thi^ 
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This is the Source from whence he muft 
draw not only the Materials for his Work, 
but the Ability of parrying it into Execution, 
For it is only by frequent Intercourfes with 
}Aen of Rank, and polite Acquirements, that 
he can wear bimfelf into that Caft of Senti- 
ment and Expreffion, which the Dignity of 
his Subject indifpenfably demands* 

It has be^n the Author's Fortune, to be 
admitted into thofe high Scenes of Improve- 
jnent,' and to have long been honoured with 
the' Acquaintance of Perfons, not lefi diiiin- 
guilhed by the Refinement of their Abilities^ 
fhan the Eminence of their Station, 

On this Foundation he builds his Hopes, 
On the Encouragement of fuch Advantages 
he refts his Apology for the Undertaking; 
neither vainly ^fluring himfelf, that he has 
been able to make a right Ufe of the Oppor- 
tunities, nor meanly courting the Reader's 
Favour, by profeffing a very low Opinion of 
his Performance. He choofes rather freely 
to confefs, he has here exerted his beft Endea- 
vours, and entirely fubmits himfelf to ^he 
Pecifion of the Public. 

Vol. I. U If 
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If he fliould be judged unequal to the 
,Tafk; yet (he is inclined to think) theDefign 
n>ay not be altogether ufelefs. Though the 
Plant did riot thrive where it'6rft fpruiig; 
yet being removed to a better Soil, it may 
gain new Vigour, and advance to Maturity. 

But whatever be the Event ; it will be at- 
tended with this agreeable Reflexion ; that he 
has riot fpent his Hours in trifling Amufe- 
ments, but in Difquifitions of a ferious Nature 
and real Concernment to Mankind. Certainly 
we were intended for fome farther Satisfac*- 
tions, than the Attainment of fqch things only, 
as are barely neceflary to the Support of our 
Being. We have Faculties adapted to the 
Enjoyment of refined l)eltghts : Thofe Delights 
muft therefore be relative to Human Life ; 
which would prove a very infipid PoflTeflion, 
without this heightening Relifti of Exiftence, 
The a^imaj Fundtions might, indeed be car- 
ried on ; bpt fcarce with any Joy beyond what 
the Brutes themfelves experience. The ele- 
gant Pleafures of Imagination, the enlivening 
)5a.tisfadtio.ns of liberal Knowledge, and all the 
fweet Effefts of the amiable Paflions, would be 
j^ntirely fet afide^ and the rational Part of the 

Creiation 
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Creation abandoned to the low Employment 
of gratifying the coarfeft Appetites in the 
coarfeft Manner. Slender and fordid would 
l)e the Intercourfes of the Friend and Compa- 
nion ; if Friend and Companion could then 
be found : Social Pleafure would degenerate 
into Savage Merriment ; and decent Familiari- 
ty into deteftable' Freedoms ; were they not 
under the Controul and" Guidance of this re- 
ftraining Quality. 

But the Pleafure arifing from the Cultiva- 
tion of this Accompliftiment, is not the only 
Circumftance, which recommends it to our 
regard : For whilft it improves our Joys, it 
refines our Morals, by cherifliing thofe fine 
Emotions in the Soul, which create an Abhor- 
rence of every thing that is bafe and irregular, 
and prepare the Way for the eafiSer Impreffions 
of Virtue and Honour. The Tafte of Beauty 
in the lower kind, leads naturally to the high- 
er : And the love of Harmony in exterior 
Things, is a good Step towards the Reliih 
of what is graceful And amiable in the inward 
Principles of the Heart, • 

Whoever, therefore, uhdertakes the Caufe 
of DEticAcy, is engaged^ at the fame Time, 
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in the Support of Firtue^ and confults the 
Happinefs of every individual Member of So- 
ciety. For the Manners of the Great are fp 
conftantly cppied by their Infjef iors, that wheq 
a right &enfe of Order and Decency prevails 
^ong the former, it will not be altogether 
wanting in thelatter^ The Spirit of Refine- 
ment ftftp^ jttot where it was iirft raifed:^ but is 
f:aught from Breaft to preaft ; And though 
it operate with the greateft Efficacy where 
it fini^s the beft Materials ; yet, in fofne De- 
gree, it is onnmunicated to the whple Body 
of the People. 

It i? the Defign of the Author to kt thefc 
Points in ^ clear Light ; and to demonftrate, 
that Elegance of 7 afte, and Refinement of 
Manners, are the proper Objeds of a rational 
Purfuit, ilhifl:rious Ornaments to Human Na- 
ture, and leading Characters to a virtuous and^ 
moral Condpd. And if his Endeavours* 
ihould fail far beneath the Dignity pf the 
Sphjeft ; h^'hppes, however, fhey may be 
cofifidered as a Tcftiihbny -of his warm Re- 
gard, and of the Deference and Hpnour he 
thinks due to thofe elevated Charai^^rs, un- 
der Wbofe Influence w? behold Arts and In- 
genuity cpcours^ed. Life underftood, and 

' ' Britain 
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Britain a/piring to the Repiitation of Attic 
Elegance and Roman Urbanity. And though 
her Advances may not, perhaps, keepPac6 
with the Eagernefs of otir Wiflies ; yet this 
jhould rather animate than difcourage het Pro- 
grefs : Since it ii obfervatle, that fhe extra- 
ordinary Affiduity and Sldll neceflarily em- 
ployed to raife and perfect the Polii^ of the 
Nobler Gems, is amply compenfated by that 
Admiration and Pleafure, which refult from 
the Superior Luftre. 
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P L A N of the whole WORK. 

cr'HE General Defign of this Undertaking 
is to explain the Nature , trace out the 
Standard, ani recommend the Cultivation, of that 
Quality, which, in our Language, is marked out 
by the Denomination of Dj^liqacw 

T'he Work is carried on by way of Dialogue, 
and opens with the CharaSlers of two Gentleoien, 
who keep up the full Enjoyment of thofe Satisf ac- 
tions, which arifefrom the Harmony of Friend^ 
Ihip ; though, in fome Relpeds, the Turn of 
thtir Minds is extremely differer\t» 

i 

The one /^ a warm Admirer of Elegance in ' 
jirts and Manners, and is perpetually contending 
for the Necejpty of^-cultivating a tefined lajic* 
The other thinks, that good Senfe and Virtue are 
fujicient Recommendations, andjland in need of 
no adventitious Ornaments. 

The Cmverfation begins with a Difpute con-' 
cerning the Origin of Society, which, the Author 

U 4 apprehends^ 
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apprehends^ will not he efieemed an improper tn-^ 
rrdduSion to a ff^ork of this kind ; fince all the 
EmheUiJhments of Life are undeniably derived 
from our Jjfociations* 

In the Second Dialogue, the Meaning of the 

fPl)rdDELiCACY is explained, agreeably to what 

Jeems the genuine Acceptation of it among ft our 

i mojl approved Writers. *-3^^ Nature of the 

^aiity, the Criterion by which it is afcertained, 

• the ObjeSlions made to the Cultivation of refined 

^afte and PaJJion, and the Ufe and Pteafure art- 
Jing from it, are diJiinSlly examined4 

*the ne^t treats of the Rife of elegant Arts and 
Manners^ enquires from "What Source, it is moft 
probable, they derived their Original; and though 
the former may have firfi rifen in a Free State, 
whether the Monarchjcal Form he not a more 
proper Nurfery for the latter. > This Enquiry is 
followed by a Comparifon between the Ancients 
and Moderns with refpeSt to the Delicacy of 
Good-Breeding. 

^he Fourth examines what it is, which conjii^ 
tutes Delibacy in Writing. And enquires int<f 
the CkaraElers of feveral Greek ^/^^Roman^a- 
thors,Jofar as relates to the Subject of this Efiay ; 

in 
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in which RefpeSl, Virgil is mllowed to have 
greatly furpajfed Homer, ^is opens the iVdy 
to fome Ohfervations upon the Court of Augu^ 
.tus, and the Advances y which were 'made tM 
Elegance and PdUtenefs under the Influence of 
thai accomplifhed Prince. 

T^e Fifth is a Differtation Upon the Rife and 
Progrefs^^f Refinement in the Language^ Gomp^^ 
\fiiions, and Manners of the Bnglifli Nation.. 

"^e Sixth c^njiders thofe ^aUttes^ whiph ctim^ 
fittute Delicacy in a Public Speaker ; and td 
what Degree it feems to hai>e rifen in this Coun^ 
try-'-whether the Flowers of ancient Rhetoric 
and Elocution, are preferable to plain gotfd Seiife 
and Argument ; ieyond which Pointy (he Englilh 
Eloquence is faid fcdrce to afpire. fhis Q)n* 
*verfation is clofed with fome RdfleBions upon the 
Power of fine Language ; which is centred ia 
that of Mufic, and Jhewn to be, in fome Re^ 
fpe£tSf Jimildr, in the Effe^s it produces. 

Ihe Seventh treats of that Faculty in the Art 
of Painting, which is called Grace, and points 
imt thofe Majiers, who have been mofi diJUn- 
guijhed by this ^ality. 



298 "THEPLANOF 

The Four fucceeding Dialogues exhibit the 
CharaSier of an accomplijhed Gentleman, and dif* 
play his ConduEl in the various Scenes of Life and 
Converfation y Jhewingj at the fame Time, that 
the trueji and highejl Refinement con/ifts in thjg 
Purity of Morals ; and that Virtue is the mofi 
illuflrious Ornament cf Human Nature* 

In Contrafi to this Reprefentation of Elegance 
and SanElity of Manners^ is exhibited the Fiezv 
of an impure and uncultivated Demeanor ; that 
the Beauty of the one, and the Deformity, of the 
other, may appear in a Jtronger Point of Light, 
by the Neighbourhood of its contrary Character. 

« 

The Next Dialogue touches upon the peculiar 
Charms of Female Elegance, and Jhcws with 
what a fuperior iMJlre Delicacy manifejls 
itfelf in the Sex, which is tempered with a 
purer Flbme, and formed with a quicker Senfi^ 
biiity, and higher Relijh of every Ornament and 
Grace. 

77je Lad Converfation recommends the farther 
Cultivation of this Accomfiyhment, and ei'.quires 
whether the Advances, we have made in it, are 
i^ual to thofe of a Neighbouring Nation ; and 
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if not, to what Caufe the Difference maybe ' 
ajcribedm 

"The Eflay ends with a Dijertation on thofe 
Deities, which were /aid, by the ^indents, to 
be the Source of all that is amiable and pleafing, 
to difpenfe Jufinefs of lajle. Love of Beauty, 
and that Happinefs of Manners, which adorns 
and enlivens Merit, and is a proper Attendant 
upon Senfe and Learning : For which Reafon 
they ufually reprefent the Graces in the Train 
$ftke God of Wifdom. 
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DELICACY. 

DIALOGUE I. 



PHILOCLES is one of thoft ftw, who can 
be chearful and employed, without having. 
Recoiirfeto the Bufioefsor DiYerfions of the 
World. He has a warm Imagination^ tempered" 
with an excellent Undcrftanding, both which he 
has improved by a judicious Mixture of Reading 
and Converfationt 

Though his Inclination has led him into, Retire- 
n e;it ; his Talents qualify him for mailing a Figure 
in the a£live Scenes of Life. Yet, at the fame Tiine^ . 
it mufl: be coiifejTed, there is a certain natural Deli- 
pcy in^the Frame of his Mind;» W^'^^ would have 

• rendered 
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rendered him lefs fcrviceable in Bufinefs, than others 
of inferior Abilities mthout the -iaoie Refinement > 
of Temper. He is arrived to that Period of Life, 
when the Powers of the Mind are in their trueft 
Vigour : And having convcrfed at large. long enough 
to give kint a thorough Knowledge of/ Mankind, 
he has narrowed his friends, as y^fU a$ Acquaint- 
ance, dcfiring but few of either. 

The Spot he has'chofert (at his Retirement is 
within a convenient Diftance of the Town, yet not 
fo near as to wanu,any Advantages o(- thp Country. 
Ife is. a profefled .Admirer of tthatji^ c^IU Refinid 
Simplicity^ and difcovers that Chaftity of Tafte, not 
only in- his Judgment of the fine Arts, but in his 
Houfe, his Furniture, his Equipage ; and in (hort, 
throughout the whole Conduct and CEconomy of 
his Life, 

At a fmall Diftance from his Houfe ftands a Wood ; 
which has fo many natural Beauties attending it, that, 
with a very inconfiderableExpence, and by judici- 
oufly humouring the Genius of the Place, he has 
made it one of the moft delightful Scenes imaginable. 
In the Center he has ercfted a little Temple, the 
Materials of which are cheap and common ; yet they 
are chofen with fuch Judgmept, and thrown together 
with fuch Art, that perhaps the ipoft coftly Orna- 
ments could not have produced ^any thing more plea- 
ding to a juft Eye. It is covered with Thatch, and 
paved with Pt bbles : and the Pillars are nothing more 
^h^n the Trunks of fome o]d Oaks, which grew lipon . 

the 
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tlic Spot. But the Plan is fo happily defigned, and 
fo neatly executed ; and the feveral Parts are fa 
harmonioufly proportioned to each other, as well 
as to the whole, that it fornis one of the moft 
agreeable Structures I eycr beheld. 

To this favourite Scene Philoeles retires, whenever 
he would enjoy himfelf or his Friend without Inter- 
ruption. And here it was that Sophronius found him 
in his Evening Meditations, having been informed at 
his Houfe, that he was taking a Walk in the Wood. 

Sophronius and Philoeles have long lived together 
in the ftri£left Intimacy, and moft unreferved Com- 
niunication of Sentiments. Sophronius hzs a juft, 
rather than a lively Imagination. His Senfe is ftrong, 
but improved more by*the Force of his own Reflexi- ' 
ons, than by Books ; for he has thought much more 
than he has read. Not that he is unacquainted with 
the capital Authors, both Ancient and Modern j but 
It is his Maxim, that *' Books have made more 
*^ Fools than ever Nature defigned." Truth is the 
fingle Aim of his Enquiries ; and to ftrew her Paths 
with Flowers, is, he thinks, to retird rather than 
to forward. the Progrefs towards her. The mind is 
amufing herfelf with little artificial Beauties in the 
Way, whilft (he fliould be puftiing forward to the 
End of her JcJurney. In fliort, as he is naturally of 
a phlegmatic Constitution, he declares againft En- 
thuiiafm of every Sort, efteeming her as the worft 
Enemy that Truth has to fear. He frequently rallies 
fhilocles upon this Article ;' whom he thinks, upon 

many 
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many Occafions, efpecially where the fine Arts are 
conccmedy a downright Vifionary* 

After the general Compliments had paflTed between 
tbefe two Friends^-^How, faid Sophronius fmiling^ 
Ihall I anfwer it to the Dryad of thefe Groves, for 
thus brci^ing in upon the Contemplations oPhef 
Votary ; when, perhaps, flie is even now expeAins 
you under fome venerably Oak^ or favourite £lm { 

« 

However roms^itic you may affefl to think me ji| 
my Amours, replied PbilocUs^ you do not, in good 
Earneft, I hope, believe me fo ill a Judge of real 
|f appanefs, as to imagine me capable of thinking | 
could exchange the Pleafures of Friendfhip for any 
more valuablp Enjoyment. No, $opbrmius f as great 
an Admirer as I am of thefe Beauties of Nature, jQ^e 
is no where fo charming to me^ as in her mpral 
Operations, and that Harmony (he produce^ from 
iocial Concord, 

Were I to have traced the Genealogy of Frien<in 
ihip, returned S^phranius^ I fhould hardly have ex- 
.pedeJ, to fmc*« Nature her Parent. It feems to m^ 
much qiore reafonable to fupppfe this Union derived 
from Neceffity and Convenience, or fome other 
Principle arifmg from our Wants and Imperfections^ 
than any implanted Bias in our Frame, previous 
to thofc uneafy Feelings. The State of N^re 
could not have admitted of this refined Commerces 
fince every Individual, at that Period, muft have 
bad a feparate and oppofite Intereft. 

It 






It is for that Reafoh, amang others^ anfwered 
Phildcks^ why I thihk it improbable^ that fuch a 
State i^iould evei: hare cxifted. There is in our/ 
Frame fo ftrong a Biafs^ fuch ah irrefiftible Ten-i 
dency to unite in the fodal Circle, that ym^ muft 
either fuppofe Mankind formed originally with j/Vf<» 
feftions very different from what appear in them at 
Jjrefent^ or give up the Notion of this, barbarous 
State, 2ts an abfiird and groundleft Suppoikibni 

It is not to be wdndei'c^^ feid Sopbronius^ thattiktf 
firjft View of this rude State fhould ftartle a Mind; 
Vrhich has been accuftomed tp a rcgulai* Community, 
and has formed its Ideas of Truth from familiar Ap-« 
pearances oF improved Natiu-e. But it is very ^aly 
to miftake Habits for Afl^ediions, and afcribe to the 
direft Impulfe of Nature, what is, in reality, owing 
to the Maturity of Time, and the Difcipline of 
many Generations. Societies have been long efta- 
bliflied : Ufe has taught us the Advantages^ that are 
derived froni them; and therefore we fancy that 
Men fall naturally and unavoidably into Aflbcia^ 
tion?, when tht Truth is, they are only inclined to 
be fociable from Pi^ftice, rather than from any im- 
mediate Incitement of Nature, or the Love of their 
Species* Look back upon the Accounts which Poet9, 
Philofophersj and Hiftorians give of Mankhid in the 
Infancy of the World ; and you will have a View 
very incdhfiftent with a Principleof friendly Union 
and foci^l Coalition, They defcribe them not only 
>(rithout Arts and Sciences, but without Habitations. 

Vol. L X Laws^ 
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Laws, or even Language itfelf, and feeding upon 
tiie raw Herbage, like their fellow Brutes, the Te- 
nants of the fame Shade and Pafture. I remember * 
4 Paflage in Ciceroy where he fpeaks to this Purpofe 
of the firft Race of Mortals [«]. And H^raa [^J, 
as well as Lucretius [r], you know^ talk of them 
txtSLly in the fame Manner. 

In (hort, all the Records of Antiquity affirm, that^ 
in the firft Ages, the Conceptions of Mankind, their 
Manners and Difpofitions, were rude, barbarous, and 
brutal ; that their Attainments went no higher than 
(atisfying, at any rate, the coarfe Demands of their 
unreftrained Appetites : And thus, being under no 
Controul in the Gratification of their felfiih Pai$ons, 
they ran into the moft violent Excefles, and were 
perpetually invading and feizing each other's Pro- 
perty« This is the defpicable Figure Mankind make 
in the feveral antient Pi&ures of their original State. 

I acknowledge, faid Phihcles^ that this yns the . 
Do£bine of the Epicureans ; but the Principles of a 
particular Se£k cannot be looked upon as the Standard 

[aj Nam fuit qooddam tempus, ci^m in agrit homines^ befturom 
sore Tagabantar : ncc quidquam ratione animi, fed pleraquc viribut 
corporis adminifbrabant. Non jui aequabile, qniequid atUitatis habcret, 
acMperat, Sec* Ciciao de Inyeiit. lib. i. 

[hj Cum prorepfemnt primls animalia terns, 

Mtttun St turpe pecus, gbnd«m atque cubilia propter, 
Unguibus Se pugnis, dein fuftlbus, atque ita pono 
Pttgnabast armis. Sec, Hoa. Sat. lib. i« 

£r] — Nemora atque cavas montes fylvafque eolebant, 

Et fniticcs inter (ond«bant fquaUida mtmbra. L v c a x t« 
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of Antiquity, It is ufual with the learned, whea 
they are endeavouring to eftabh'fh fome favourite 
Hypothefis, to pick out a PaiTage from a Greek or 
Reman Author, that happens to co-inctde with the 
Notion to be advanced, and then argue from it, as 
a received Principle among the Ancients. Superficial 
Reafoners and minute Philofophers may be thus de- 
ceived ; but Sopbroniusy I am fure, is not fo eafily 
impofed upon. And if he had been in the Humour, 
he could have drawn up a long Lif^ of claffical 
Names, to throw into the Scale againft thofe he 
juft now mentioned^ What think you of the 
Golden Age^ when-*«i 

Nay, interpofed ^pphromus^ if you arc for foaring to 
the airy Regions of Romance, I will not endeavour 
to attend your Flight. I can follow you well enough^ 
whilft you keep within the humble Paths of fqber 
Reafoning ; but the Towerings of an heated Ima« 
gination are mUch too elevated for my Reach* 

-^Have Patienc^e^ good SopbrontUs I I was only 
going to mention what foiiie of the Ancients have 
thought concerning the State of Man^ when he was 
yet new to Being, and frefh from the flands of his 
Creator. The Defcription Ovid gives of his Situa- 
tionj in that iirfl: Period pf his Exiftence, (eems 
(fome poetical EmbellKhmehts excepted) fuch as, 
were we to reafon a priori^ wd Jhould conclude he 
was placed in. The firft Cbaradteriftic he gives of 
it is Innocence. 

Xa Firft, 
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[i/] Tirft rofe a golden Age I the human Mind 
To Faith*jfair Rules ffonfofuous then t?icUn*dj 
** Vnfor^d by Pumjhmifay unaiv^d by Fear: 
^ MaJsWords'wertJimple^ and hu Soul fateere** 

Seneca Ilkewiie gives an Account of the State of 
Nature, as it flood in Saturn* s Reign, exa|£Uy con* 
formable to this Notion of focial Vrrtue being then 
cxercifed in all its Piirity [r]— 

Nor does it ftem in the leaft improbable, that 
foch a Happinefs might once have been the Lot of 
Mortals ; though their prefent degenerate State is fo 
different from it^ as to need the ftrongeft Reftraints, 

« . ' • - 

\fl Aurea prima fati eft sUf^ quae^ vindice muIIo^ 
Sponte fua fine lege fidem redtumque colebat-t 
* -Poena metufque aberant^ &c. 

\e\ ** Tunc ilia yirgo, numinis magni deay» 
<< Jaftitia C4slo mifla^ cum (an^ta Fide^ 
<' Terras re^ebat mitis. Humanum gpnu» 
** *N'on bella norant > &c. 

Then Juftice^ Virgin pure, of (overeign Powei^ 
With fiicrcd Futh, attendant Handmaid, fent 
. . To thit our Globe> Dominioa held o'er Men, 
i\nd ruPd with abfolute^ but gentle Sway. 
Unheard was Difcord?* Voke, and Dia of War, 
The Claih of Armsy and Tvumpet^s difeful Seund^ 
Nor Walls, nor Bulwark^ Cities yet had raisM : 
Pervious and (afe each unfenc*d Entrance lay. 
Peculiar Rights were then unknown to Men ^ 
One common Stock AipplyM the friendly Race. 
The teenling Earth pour'd out her fruitfut Storet 
Spontaneous to her Sons . ■ ' k ind Parent fhe> '. 
And tender Guardian I pious Children they ! 

S&MSCA, Trag.O£taVr A£t. il; 
- I t«^ 
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€0 keep up any tolerable Degree of Order in the 
World* The Luft of Avarice and Ambition now 
Indeed divide Mankind, and deftroy their mutual 
Harmony. But before Covetoufnefs crept into the 
World ; before Men had any Temptation to invade 
<he Rights of Equality J when Titles, Diftin£tions^ 
.and pre-eminences were yet unknown; why might 
«ot a Number of People have llv^ed together ia 
Amity^ ^yoylng every thing in common, and 
content with the iiatural Produ(^ of the Earth in 
ibme happy Climate ? 

Becaufe it is inconfiftent with the Nature of hu- 
man Creatures,, znfwcved Sophronius, that any Num- 
ber of them fbould live together in Concord, with«- 
out the Curb of Government. Had we. come into 
the World with fuch Difpofitions, as our firft Parents 
are faid to have ipoflcffed tefore their Fall ; then in- 
-deed thofe tranquil Joys, which have (it fhould 
feem) flourlfhed only inJSong, might have exifted 
in reality. But as to their unhappy Offspring, born, 
as they are, with depraved Appetites, and inordi* 
nate Self-Paf&ons, it is abfolutely impoffible, that 
-either Order, Peace, or Jufticc could ever have pre^. 
vailed amongft them, without the Aid of fomc re« 
ftraining Force. Let a Man fairly examine Hu- 
man Nature, the Tendency and Effedls of our Pat 
fions i and he muft allow this to he the Cafe« 

It is in vain to produce any Authority againft the 
Natureof Things J and leaftof all, that of the Poets, 
Thcy^ you know, are not generally the flriidefl: Rea- 

X 3 (oners i 
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(oners \ theif Aim being rather to pleafe than inform. 
And though there is a Thing, which wc call Truth 
in their Art ; yet, not being tied down to fevere hi- 
ilorical Matter of Faft, they are at Liberty to create 
Scenes, which exift only in Imagination. But if 
Names are of any Force, I could produce [/J TJh^ 
crates J [g] DiodoruSj and Numbers of the moft ce- 
lebrated Ancients, who reprefent the Infancy of the 
World as rude and bafbarous, as Hobbs or any of 
the Moderns fuppofe it to have been, Seneca^ I 
will not deny, feems to favour your Opinion : And 
in one of his Epifties, the Philofopher is not lefs, 
warm than the Ppe];, in (he Defcription of a Golden 
Age \h\ But after he I^a^l indulged his lively Ge- 
nius in the Sallies of Imagination, Reafon re-aflume^ 
her Seat, and he free)y owns, that Philofophy yras 
vnknown to tl^e World in that parly Period \ ths^t if 
v/as indeed ai> Age of Innocence, but not of Wif- 
idom \ and that the moral Charader was not thpn 
thoroughly underftood. For Virtue, fays he, is hot 
the Gift of Nature, but the Produftof Art. The 
Seeds of it ar^ indeed fpwn in our Hearts^ but if 

(/] Ifocratet^ Orat. iii. ad Nicoclem. 
' If} Diodorus Sicolut, lib. i. \ 

[/&]QuaiDna egreg^a (Uia vita ftierit^ U carens fraude, non fuerc 
fapicAte^ — ^Non erant tngenia.oinml^us confummata — Non enim dat 
jiatara virtutem \ ars eft, boaum fieri. — .Ignorantia rerum innoccntes 
crant. Multi^m aotem intereft, utrdm peccare aliquis nolit, an nef- 
ciat. Dcerat illis jufHtia, deerat pnidentia, deetat temperantia & foi- 
tit ido. Omnibus his Tiitntibus habebat fimilia quedam rudis vita : 
Tiitus non contigit anlmOy nifi inftituto & edoAo^ ft ad fnpipttm affi- 
dua cog^tatione perdu^o. - Ad hoc quidem> fed fine hoc nafcin^ur : U 
\fi opdmis qnoq^ antequ^ erudias^ virtutis materia^ non virtu; eft. 

'Sin. Kpift. 90- 

they 
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they are not cultivated with the utmoft Diligence 
and Care, they will for ever remain in a dormant 
and inactive State* 

Does not this Conceffion entirely demplifh the fine 
Fabric he had juft before erected ? For furely Man- 
kind mufl have been abfolutely incapable of living 
together in focial Harmony, whilft the Mind had not 
yet received that Cultivation, which is requifite to 
unfold thofe latent Principles of Virtue ; without 
which, it is impoiEble that Numbers can live toge- 
ther with any Sort of Comfort, or maintain any to- 
lerable Degree of Peace and Order. Cicero feems 
clearly to be of this Opinion ; for he derives all fa- 
cial Concord from the Dlfcipline of Philofophy, 
when he breaks out into a celebrated Rhapfody up- 
. on the pleafmg Refle£iion [/J. 

If the Truth of Opinions, returned Phtkclis^ weep 
to be determined by Antiquity j thofe, who maintain 
the Sentiments I am contending for, might at leaft 
go. as high for their Authority, as their Oppofers. 
The Lines I repeated from Ovid feeni to be copied 
from Hifiod\ who, as fome affirm, was contempor 
rary with Homer. Though indeed, to trace this No^ 
tion of the Golden Age up to its true Source, W9 
muft look for it in the Mofaigal AccQunt of the firft 

[{] O Tits philofopbia dui ! O ▼irtotif iadigatrutj cxpultrixf im 
vitionim ! Tu urbet pcpcrifti ; tu 4iffipAtDt homines in focieUtem Tit* 
convocafti t' to eos inter feprimo domiciliit, deind^ conjugtii, turn li- 
terarum et Tocum communione jvaxifti i tu inYcntrix legum, tn ma- 
^ftn morwm» & difciplina fuifti ! 

CicBfto^ Tttfc* Difp. Ail4« Vcntt. p. 341* 

X 4 State 
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State of the Worlds from whence it feemi to be de- 
rived. But however, it is certain that the State of 
Nature, as defcribed by HobbsxxA his Followers^ 
could not have fubfifted long enough to t)e called a 
State, admitting it ever fub^fted at all. As it was 
nothiog but a Scene of War, Gonqueft muft either 
have foon introduced Subjedlion y or the Sons of 
Men muft have be^n totally cxtin<9:, Thisi [k] Lu^ 
^//i»/himfelf admits, and p^ns that Mankind muft 
lieceftarily have (>eri(hed under the Inconveniences of 
iuch a {Situation. Now from hence, it ftiould ieem^ 
a ftrong Reafon might be drawn, to prove that this 
State of Nature is, at leaft, as visionary as the GoU 
den Age, For tell me, Sophroniusj can it be fuppofed 
with any Jufticc to the "W^ifdom pf the fupreme 
Being, that he placed Mankind originally in a Situ-T 
ation, that muft neceffarily have defeated the Ends, 
of their Creation,, and utterly extirpated the whole 
Species from off the Face of the Earth ? - 

To argue, replied Sophront'us, againft the Reality 
jpf a Fad[, from its Confequences, is hardly a fafe 
Method of inveftigating fpeculative Truths ; I 
mean, where the Evidence is ftrong on the Side of 
the Faft ; and the Confequences are, at beft, but 
hypothetical ; Tl^is at leaft you muft allow, that 
the Doftrine I contend forj^ has many great an4 
jUuftrious Names on^its Side 

ti] Gcna^ humaAuni l^m turn fork omne percmptum : 
fi^ potuifibt «4Kuf |>trd)icere fccU propago. 

LucreU lib* y* liii» 1025^ 

Not 
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"Tfdt fo many, returned PhilocleSj as might be pro-r 
^uced on i^e contrary [/]. The noble Moralift has 
oppofed it with that Senfe and Spirit, which fo emi- 
nently diftinguifh his excellent Writings [m], Mr, 
JLocke indeed fpeaks of a State of Nature, in Con-^ 
jtradiftinftion to civH Societies j and feems to thinly 
it might have exifted [«]. But then he repreftnts 
it, not as a State of Licence and Diforder, but as 
fubjedl to the Law's of Reafon ; which if I do not 
miftake, is the very thing which^07;/V intended ia 
his Defcription of the Golden Jgt : For, no doiibt, 
when the Poet fays. Men ohferved the Rules of 
Right and Juftice without E^ws; lie mi^fl: mean^ 
without thofe of ciyil Compa£tf 

That Mankind are naturally of an uniting foci^U 
Temper, is maintained' by Grotiusy Puffindorff^ an4 
^lany other great and learned Men. 

Now if their natural Sociability be once admitted, 
fhe State of Nature, as defcribed by Hohbi^ and 

[/] Nihil eft tam-illuftre, quaxn conjundio inter homines homl- 
pum— et ipfa caritat generis hunianiy f uae nata a fato, quo a pro^ 
creatoribus nati deliguntur^ tc tota doxnus conjugio ft ftirps conjung^-* 
f,ur, ferplit fenlim foras cognationibus primiiiny t^m aifinitatibus, der 
inde amicitiis^ poft vicinitatibus , tujn ciyibus^ &c. 

Cicer. de Fin. |i6. ▼. edit; Aid. p. XI9{ 
^ I Omnes inter fe n^tnrali qu^dam benevolentia cpntinentur. 

Ibid. De Legibus, lib. 1. p. 179. 

Conftituendi vero juris ab ilia ftimma lejge capiamus exordium ; quae 
ieculis omnibus ante nata eft, quam fcripta le^ uUa, aut quam ompiniq 
^i vitas eft conftituta. Ibidem, Leg. i. in initio. 

\m\ Lord Shafttfiury^ [»]' Trci^tjfc on Government. 

adopted 
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adopted by my Friend, muft neceffarily fall to 
Pieces ; for moft certainly they are not compatible. 
Think not then, Sophrpniusj (to ufe the Words 
of our ethic Poet) 

Think Mt^ in Natures Sf4te^ Min hlindly trod; 
The State of Nature wat tbf Reign of God \o]. 

If Mankind, faid Sophronius^ had been originally 
formed with fuch an AfFeftion for each other, as to 
be led from thence into Aflbciations ; this endear- 
ing Principle muft have prevented thofe bloody Vio- 
lences and fatal Quarrels, by which fuch Numbers 
of the Species are conftantly diminifhed. But War 
feems to be one of thofe ftated Methods, that Provi- 
dence takes to remove the Generations of Men from 
off the Face of the Earth ; that there may be room 
for others to take their Turn upon this Stage of Ex- 
iftencc. And indeed, were the deftrufiive Conten- 
tions, that arife from Ambition and public Refent- 
ment, entirely to ceafe ; our Species alone would 
foon overftock the Globe. If therefore it had been 
the Creator's Pleafure to have formed us with a ftrong 
implanted Senfe of mutual Love ; we may prefume^ 
the Plan of Providence would have been very differ- 
ent from that, which feems now to be eftabli0ied« 

But fuppofe Men were originally framed with this 
amicable Difpofition, this Fondnefs for focial Inter<« 
courfe ; yet, whatever was the Caufe, it is evident, 
they had fo far departed from their primaeval Virtue, 

[#] r<fii Effajr on Mai;, 

that 
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that the Hiftorie^ of every Country rcprcfcnt a Period, 
when its Inhabitants were as favage and unfocial a;s 
the State of Nature is defcribed. If you queftion the 
Credit of thefe Records 5 you need go no farther for 
full Convi6tion, than our Northern Iflands; in many 
of which the Natives are as little acquainted with 
Order, Difciplii)e, and Juftice, or any of the Vir-r 
tlies of Humanity, as the very Brute Creation. 
This agrees exa£lly with the Defcriptions given ut 
of other uncivilized People ftill fubflfting in the. 
Wgrld. How then do tl^efe Virtues operate ne- 
ccfTarily upon Mankind , 

I muft confefs, replied Philocles^ that I have fre- 
quently met with fuch Defcriptions; but the TcfH- 
mony of the Authors never appeared to me fo clear, 
as to leave no room to call in queftion their Veracity, 
Front the beft Information I have been able to ob- 
tain, I am led to believe there is no People upon 
Earth fo favage, as not to have formed fome kind 
of Society, fome Sort of Laws, however impcr- 
fe£^, to rcftraio Violences, and punifh Tranfgreff 
fions. It is abfolutely impoffible that Men could 
ptherwife have fubfifted, fii)ce the Tiipe they fell 
from their primitive Innocence, 

But let mea(k Sophrtnius^rls not well-being agree- 
able to our Nature ? —"It muft be allowed." Tell 
me then, can that be obtained without Society ?— p 
** Undoubtedly not." Society therefore muft be na- 
iLural to us. And if It be; is there nothing within 
^s, no fmpulfive Principle to excite and lead us tp 

;afibciate } 
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aflbciate ? What think you of Pity and Compaffion f 
the general Diflike of Solitude, and Loveof Company ? 
Some Traces of them, at leaft, are found in Men of 
3H Ages and Climates, What think you of the 
Powers and Capacities of Speech ? Why were they 
given us if not to be exercifed ; And how can they 
be exercifed without Society ? It is evident too, that 
Nature has implanted in us the Principle of Juftice: 
But for what Purpofc, if ^ot for the Ufe of Society ? 

It is plain therefore, in every View, that we arc 
formed with a Lovcf for our Species ; and confe- 
quently, with focial Paflions. To confider Mankind 
in any other Light, is, to degrade them even below 
the Beafts. What a defpicable Opinion muft that 
Man entertain of the Order of Beings, to which he 
(belongs, what Regards fpr Virtue !— 

Pardon me, good Phtlocles^ if I cannot forbear inf 
iterruptingyou. Men of an elevated Spirit are con.* 
ftantly exalting their Species to the Skieb, and brands 
ing all thofe who talk more temperately on the Subi- 
je£t, as Enemies to y irtue. But you greatly miftakc 
me, if you imagine I have taken this Side of the 
Queftion with any Intention to weaken the Caufe of 
Morality. It is your Way to paint Mankind, as 
your generous Warmth inclines you to wiftithey had 
.been formed ; whilft Men of cooler Temper are con-f 
f ent to view Things as they really are, rather than as 
'^ falfe, though pleafing Light may reprefent them. 
They find nothing to fuppdrt thofe high 'Not ions you 
cntertaiji of theintrinfic Dignity of tbc Species,:— no 

Principles 






t>izl 1. O N D E LI C A CY. Pi 

Principles in Mankin^d, which lead dire<Slly and ne- 
ceffarily to combining Fellowfliips. Man, fay they, 
was created frail and weak, fubjeft to Wants, which 
in a fingle Capacity he could not fupply, and pbnoxi- 
dus to Dangers, againft which his own unafliftej 
Arm was not a fafficient Defence. An Union of 
the Many was therefore /ormed, as a Remedy for the 
Ifnbecillity of feparate Individuals. Hence Juftice 
arofe ; and the Rule of Right was afccrtaincd and 
enforced, as a neceffary Means to maintain the Plajt 
of focial Order, You aflert, that the Law of Equity 
is an original implaiited Principle in the human: 
Breaft. But if I were inclined to difpute this Point 
with you ; I might a(k, what Occafion would there 
have been for fuch a Law, if Man had been framed 
with fo ardent an Affection towards his Species, as 
you contend for ? Where Love reigns in full Power^ 
Property cannot be a Subjeft of Contention. So 
far is fhe from doing Violence and Wrong, that flic? 
is ever tender of the Welfare and Intereft of the Ob*- 
^e£^ beloved, and tyen laviih in her Munificence.^ 

I do not contend, faid PhUocles, that the focial anci 
kind Affeftions are fo ftrong as to fubdue all the reft j 
But only that there are fuch Paffioi^s in Mankind, in 
Conjunftion with others. The Love of our Species 
cannot therefore be faid to fuperfede the Love of 
Equity : On the contray, they are entirely compa- 
tible with each other. Nor does it fecm in theleaft 
to follow, that, if the Ca/e be as I have ftated it^ 
uhiverfal Peace and Juftice muft for ever prevail. 
For Man b^ing liable to s;reat Errors, not only from 

' the 
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the Mif-rule of his Paffions, but the Imperfedion 
of his Reafon, many Occafions of moral Evil muft 
neceffarily arife, notwithftanding the focial Af- 
fedions are allowed to exift in all the Strength, 
which I contend for« 

But had ttliitUal Affedion, Returned Sophronlus^ 
been only a leading Paffion in us ; or had it been 
equally ballanced with Self-regard, all legal Reftraints 
*had been entirely unneceflary, Man would have been 
in no Danger from the fecret Attempts of Fraud, or 
the bold Attacks of barefaced Oppreffion ; his whole 
Life would have been one continued Scene of Security 
ahd Happinefs. But the Ldgiflators found his resJ 
State to be quite another Thing. If they did per- 
ceive that Nature had clearly dilated the Law oi 
Equity ; yet Experience taught them, ** That the 
** Adminiftration of that Law was fo incompetently 
<< and irregularly executed, as to inflam^ rathef 
" than heal the Evils of the undifciplined State, 
*' wbilft thfere was no common Arbiter to adjuft 
" and enforce its Operations [^J.** 

Thefe are the Reafons, which -induce me to be- 
lieve, that Dangers and Neceffities gave Birth to the 
Plan of Government. And when Society was efta- 
bliflied upon a proper Bafis, and equitable Laws had 
given Security to Mankind, the Ccrmmunity had full . 
Experience of its happy Effe<fts. But as Particulars 
ftill felt many Wants, for which the public Combi- 
nations afforded no Relief; it was natural for them to 

0] ^- — 's D; Lcgat, 
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look out for a Supply to this Deficiency.. The 
moft obvious fecms to be private Fellowfliip ; 
which by an Union of Hearts, and amicable In- 
tercourfes, might procure Enjoyments, which do 
not refult from general AiTociations. 

This I take to be the true Source of Friendfhip : 
Nor does it appear to me any Derogation to the 
Lovelinefs of the AfFeflion. For, what but the Im- 
becillity of our Frame gives Rife to that PaiCon, 
which is looked upon as the moft amiable belonging 
to our Nature ? Had the Firmnefs of our Minds been 
greater, our Compaffipn had certainly been lefs. For 
it is ever found, that as the foftcft Metals are moft 
eafily diflblved ; fo the tendereft Minds fooneft 
melt into Pity. This, perhaps, is the Reafbti, 
why that Sex, whofe Chara<5leriftic is by no means 
Strength, are moft liable to the Impreffions- of this 
affli£^ing Paffion. 

Pity, returned Phihcles^ can hardly be fard to flow 
from Weaknefs in the fame Senfe that you fuppofe 
focial AfFe&ion to do : In the latter, Weaknefs is 
the Attribute of that Subjeft, from whence the Af- 
fedion is fuppofed to proceed ; Men united, becaufe 
they found themfelves too weak to fubfift in a feparate 
State :— But in the former, Weaknefs can only be 
the Attribute of that Subje£l, on which the Paffioa 
is fuppofed to operate. It it not the Weaknefs of 
the diftrefled Obje<ft, but of him who beholds it, 
which produces the fympathizing Sorrow. Imbecil- 
lity therefore cannot give Rife to focial Inclinations, ' 

in 
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in the fame Way you imagine it does to Compaffion^ 
The only Inference, that can fairly be drawn from 
your Argument, feems to be, that the Tendernefs 
of Senfations, or WeakiTefs (if you will call it fo) 
is the Means whereby the Paffion operates upon any 
Subjeft : But it does riot therefore follow, that it is 
the Fountain of the Paffion ; or that it is grounded 
on no other Principle in Nature. ' For why fhould 
iopbronius afcribe this Sufceptibility of ConipaiEon^ 
to a Weaknefs of Mind ? Is it not hx more reafon- 
able to derive it from the quick Feeling of the Sen- 
timents of Humanity, and the fudden Exertion of 
generous Sympathy ? Examine tbe-Condition of your 
own Breaft under a lively Senfe of Pity 5 and tell me 
whether you do not always find, that it gives you an. 
exalted Idea of the Generofity of your Temper, 
when it is touched in this kind and benevolent Way ? 
And though it may, perhaps, draw Tears fromyouf 
Eyes ; yet they are the Tears of manly AfFeftion^ 
and not the Meltings of weak Effeminacy. Fof 
furely, SophroniuSj there can be no Weaknefs in 
Compaffion, purely and abftracStedly confidered ; fince. 
the nobleft Souls are open to the ftrongeft Impreffi- 
ons of this Kind. Horner^ who had a complete 
infight into Human Nature, and fo well underftood 
what it wasr that gave the finifhing Excellence to a 
Cbara<fter, reprefents the Hero of his Poem ; thtf 
great Achilles himfelf, melting into Pity at the Mi-^ 
feries of a venerable aged Monarch, on his Knee» 
begging him to reftore the Body of his Son He^er^ 
Nay, he not only^makes him relent, but even endea- 
vour to affuage the Sorrows of the unhappy Prince, 

with 
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with the moil tender, as well as rational, Confola- 
fions [f ]. Pity then, in the Eftimat^dn of this judi- 
cious Poet, who was always true to Nature, is per- 
(cAly conrpatible with an elevated and fublime Spi-* 
*it. Nay, is it not an Attribute afcribed even to the 
Deity himfelf ? How then can it be derived from fa> 
mean an Original i It is, indeed a Softnefs, butnotf 
(as you call it) an Imbecillity of Httart. Juvinaly I 
remember, fomewhere extols it as the beft and nwft 
tovely Paltion belonging to human Nature, and the 
diftinguifliing Chafa^keriftic of our Species [r}. 

Kxii yuir pune^Ag %'nut irTtfoitlA ffpo9»vZsL, 

" From the high Throne divine Achilles rofe t 
« Tht rar*rend> Monarch by the Hand h& raisM j 
<' On his white Beard and Fonn majeftic gazM, 
^ '< Not unrelenting. Then ferene began 
<« With Words to footh the miierable Man.** 

Iliad xxiv. Pbpe*8 Tranll. 
There U not^ as Mt. Popt dbfcrreSy a more beautifbl Paflage thaA 
thiSy in the whole Iliad. Bomer^ to (hew that Achilles wa»aot a mers 
Soldier^ here draws him as a Perfon of exccUent Senfe, and found 
Reafon. And it was a Piece of great Judgment thus to defcribe him : 
for the Reader would have retained* but a very indifferent Opinion of 
him, if he had no QuaKtcacion, but mere Strengths If aUb ihewi 
the Art of ^he Poet, thus to defer this Part of his Obaraaer to the 
Conclusion of the Poem : By thefe Mtans, he fixes an Idea of his 
G reatnefs upon our XIKilds> and maloes- his- Hero'go eff the Stage with 

i^^laufiiw 

Pop£*s Horacry B. zzlv..];. j68. ed« l^%^^ 

Jr] '« ■ ■ ■ MoUiffima corda 

** Humano generi dare fe natura fatetur, 

<' Qjis lacrymas dedit. Haec noftri pars eptixoa fen(uf« 

^ Separat hog not 

" A grcje mutorum," J u vi n . Satyr. .apT* 

Vox. !• Y you 



'^1^ AN ESSAY Dial.r. 

You muft be fenfible, returned SophroniuSy that 
whatever Notion the Poet might advance to flatter 
Mankind, or beautify his Compofition ; yet the Ge- 
nerality of the Ancients derived Pity from no higher 
a Source than that, vsrhich I have affigned. Seneca 
calls it the Fault of a poor pufillanimous Spirit, and 
affirms, that the bafeft Tempers arc moft fufceptible 
of this Paffioh. The wife and good, fays he, will 
Bot pity, but he will relieve ; but he will run to the 
Aid of the diftreffed. So far is he from dropping a fym- 
pathizing Tear with the unhappy ; that he is not 
moved even. by his own Calamities, but, like a folid 
Rock, reverberates the Storm, and ftands fecure [j]. 

But how does it appear, faid PhilocleSy that Pity 
has the fame Idea in our Language, which Miferi- 
cordia had in the Roman ? Perhaps this might mean 
a fenfelefs effeminate Confternation, that feizes 
weak Minds on the Profpeft of any t^ing difaftrous, 
and deprives them of the Capacity to relieve the 
Mifery they behold, 

<' Compaflion proper to Mankia4 appears \ 

^' Which Nature witnefsM vvhen flie gave us Tears.*^ 

" 'Tis this, the nobleft Paffion of the Mind, 

'* Exalts our Race, above the brutal Kind." 

[5] Clementiam, manfuetudinemque 6mnes boni praeftabunt s mife-^ 
ricordlam autem vitabunt : eft enim vitium pufilli animi ad fpeciem 
malorum alienorum fuccidentis. Itaqoe pcffimo cuiqtie familiariffima 
eft. Anut Sc mulierculse funt, qua?, &€.-—— Ergo non miferebitur 

fapiens, fed fuccurret, fed proderit. Ne in fuis quidem accidet 

raiamitatibus, fed omnem fortunae iram reverberabit, Sc ante fe fran*. 
get^ &c. Ss N £ 6 A de Clem. lib. II* edit. Dan. Els. 1672. 

There 
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There is a Paflagc in the Author I juft now men- 
tioned, returned Sophronius^ which make$ it evident^ 
that he underftood by Mifertcordia^ the very fame 
Thing, which we do by the Word Pify, He [/] 
tells us, '' that a wife Man will look upon a Beggar 
** labouring under all the Diftrcffes of Poverty and 
** Infirmities of old Age, with a Countenance una!- 
*' tered, and his Heart unmoved at the Sight of the 
** Calamity." From hence it is plain, that, in the 
Judgment of this Philofopher, it was a Weaknefs, to 
be moved and difturbed with the Mifery of another. 

Cicero is alfo clearly of the fame Opinion, as may 
be proved from feveral Paflages in his philofophical 
Works [tt]. And though, in fome of thofe Places^ 
he i3 giving us the Sentiments of the Stoics ; yet he 
does not hefitate to approve of their Opinion [*•]♦ 
Nay, the very Definition, which both he and Seneca 
give of Pity, is — ** A Diforder of the Mind arifing 
** from the View of another Perfon's Mifery [yj/* 

[/] Vultum quide'm non dejicietj non animum^ ob serufcantls alicUt* 
jus aridam ac pannofam maciem, & innixam baculo fene£hitezn.— — - 
Sem omnibus dignis proderit^ & deonim more^ calamitefos propitiui 
i^piciet. Senkca. Ibid. 

[u] Videamu^ quahta fint, qux ^ pkilofophia retneiiia animonuit 
sborbis adhibeantur — variae funt curationes; alia iovidenti^ alia mife^ 
nnti. CzcxROy TufcDifp. lib. TV, p. 231. edit. Aid. Man.&pa0im« 

[x] Sententiis taxnen utendum eft eorum (viz. Stoicorum] qui maxi- 
me forti^ &, ut ita dicam, virili utuntur ratione. , Ibid. 

[y\ Mifericordia eft legritudo animi ex alienis rebus adverfis^ Ibidein* 
And that by agrttudo he meant a Diforder or wrong State of Mind, 

is plain from another PafTage, where he fays iCgritudo eft anisii^ 

adverfante ratione^ contra^io. Ibid. ziS* 

Y 2 Little 
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Littk' therefore, good FhihcUs^ vn\\ a poetical 
Quoliation avail, to afcertain the Sentiments of tbe 
Ancients ^ ' which furely are to be drawn from the- 
fcber Difcouffes of their Philofopfaers, rather than 
Ibe Raptures and Vifioos of their Poets* 

But you fend me Hkewnfe to the human Breaff for 
Convi^ton in this Point. Why there it is, that I 
find my Sentiments confirmed^ When I behold hu- 
man Calamities, I perceive all my Faculties over-^ 
powered at the aftUAing Sigjit. The Vigour of my 
Mind fails j and 1 yidd as it were with Reluflance, 
to fome fupertor Force« Men of a more refined 
Frame, wha entertain exalted Notions.of the Digr 
hity of Man's Nature, may flatter, them (elves, that,, 
in tuch a Situation^ thy feel a Concioiifnefs of 
generous Excellence : But as to inyfelf, f cannot 
triumph in imaginary Greatriefs of Soul, againft the 
clear ConviAion of my Senfes. I freely confefs, that 
it is nothing but the .Weaknefs of my Mind ta 
which I can aferibe the fudden EfFedts, which an 
€>bje& of Mifery f aifes ia my Breaft. 

. But think not, therefore, that this b any Derega'* 
fion to the Wifdom of the Creator^ On the contra^ 
rfy it f<iems a wMe Defign tor have formed us with 
thbImbec3Hty,tfiatwt might 6erou^ byaqo^ickep 
tmpulfe than that of Reafon, and foi'ced to give fpee-^ 

Mifericordiaefi spgritudo ob aUefiartinf mUeriarom fpeciem^ avttrif' 
iia •xalknit mails coatra^ ^gritttd'o aiitefti in fa^ieatem virum do* 

t%Aiu Sz9scA (k Clementii, tib. iir 

dy 
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4y Relief, that we might as fpecdily cafe ourfelvcs 
<if the Anxiety raiied in us at tbte Sight of Diftrefs. 
Thus do our very Frailties and laiperfis^tions kad 
us to Benevolence, and draw us into public and 
4)rivate Fellowships. L^t n9t then. P^/'/^r/fx imagine, 
4:hat I am. endeavouring to depreciate either the one 
^or the other, when I fay di^ are derived froda 
Weakncfs and Neccffity. 

That the former could jiot arHc From AffeAion to 
4!he Species, feems evident, from the fmall Degree of 
It, which was ever found in the World, and from 
the Animofitlesasd Contentions, neceflarily attend- 
ing the Self-appetites under no legal Reftraints: 
And as to the latter, whilft Men had no Protedion 
^and Security from Laws, Self-|)refervation tnuft 
Jiave been the only obje^ of their Attention and 
4Care. But how was it pofltble, in fuch a Situa^icm, 
/or the undifciplined Mind to exert her Faculties, and 
plana Scheme of private Aflbcigtion, before a ixublic 
was eftablifhed ; from whence alone (he could de- 
rive that Leifure and Safety, which were requifite 
to form the more diftant Scheme i 

I can by no Means allow, returned PhihcUs^ thai 
the Self-appetites were under no Reftraint, eveii 
fuppofing a Time, when civjl Compacts were not 
as yet eftablifhed. If Self-a(Fe£lion pleads one Way, 
Benevolence {a Paflion equally belonging to our 
Frame) pleads as ftrongly "due other: apd the latter 
can no more be fuppreiTed than the fornier, without 
doing Violence to Nature. 

Y 3 But 
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But fee the Force of Truth : whilft you. would re- 
prefcnt your Species under difadvantageous Charac- 
ters, you were infenfibly led into an Argument, 
which demonftrates Benevolence to be the original 
Growth of^an's Heart, and what muft confequent- 
ly have drawn him into Society. Pity, you have al^ 
lowed, is a natural Paflion. And what is Pity, but 
Love foftened by a Degree of Sorrow, the Meltings 
©fa benevolent Heart ? This then was the generous 
Sympathy, which knit Mankind together, and blend- 
ed them in one common Intereft. From hence then 
it appears, that, if Nature did not direfHy diSatc 
Aflbciations to the human Kind, flbe yet gave them 
fuch preparative Faculties, as drew them, by De- 
grees, into national Brotherhoods. In this View, 
^* (he feems to have treated us as a Painter docs his 
** Difciples, to whom he commits fome rude Sketches 
*' and Out- lines ; which they themfelves are to cq*» 
*' lor and compleat [z]." 

■ 

The P^on of Pity is then a full Proof, that Men 
have naturally a Love for their Species, however it 
may be checked or ftifled by fome Counter-inclina- 
tion ; which, it cannot be denied, is too often the 
Cafe. Senfible of this Truth, the Legiflators took 
infinite Pains, and galled forth all their Skill, to rouze 

[x] Ut Phidias poteft a prlmo inftituere fignum, idque perficere; 
poteft ab alio inchoatum accipere & abfoJvere : Huic eft fapientia fimi- 
hi. Non cnim ipfe genuit hominem, fed accepit a natura inchoatum : 
banc ergo intuens, debet inftitutem illud, quafi fignum, abfoWere. 

Cicero de Finibus^p. 99. Edit. Aid. Manii^. 

the 
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the dormant Paffion. This feems to be the conceaU 
ed Meaning of what the Poets tell us concerning 
Orpheus and his Lyre. 

Thus, in every View, it feems evident, that it was 
AfFeftion for the Species, which drew Men into So- 
ciety ; and that, without it, they never did, and ne- 
ver can fubfift. For could Nature intend to preferve 
ahd propagate the Species, and not maintain FeUow- 
fhip and mutual Affedion ? Whence arifes that 
ftrifl: Agreement between the Sexes, -in the Care oJF 
their growing Offspring, but from Love ? And can 
you ftop here ?** How (as I remember Lord Shaftef- 
bury clofely puts the Qucftion) " How (hould Man 
** break off from this Society, if once begun ? And 
<* that it began thus, and grew into an Houfliold, 
« is an inconteftable Faft. And muft not this 
*' Houfliold have fbon grown into a Tribe f that 
♦* Tribe into a Nation V 

• 

Here Philocles paufed — when looking ft«dfaftly 
on his Friend — O Sophronius^ faid he, is it poffibie 
you can, in good Earned, contend againfl: the Reali*^ 
ty of the kind and generous Affedlions ? Is it poilible 
you cannot difcover a moral Attradlion in our Na- 
tures, which unites Mankind to each other, previous 
ta all Confiderations of Iptereft or Convenience ? 

But I have long fufpe£ted, that we are drawn into 
Opinions from our conftitutional Propenfities, as the 
Stream follows the feveral Declivities of the Ground, 
through which it flows. Something, perhaps, of this. 

Y 4 Kind 
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Kiod may have given a Biafs to my Friend's Senti- 
ments, and turned them aiide from that Scheme he is 
oppofing, But I jivill not dcfpair of reconciling you 
to more favourable Thoughts of the human Kind. 
No Method feems more probable to eSe£t this, than 
a Contemplation of Nature in thefe her vifiblc. 
Operations. From her (it isconfefled) thedefigning 
and imitative Arts derive all their Energy and Grace, 
And yet fhc herfelf, it feems, (helplefs Parent !) fs 
<^eftitute of all thofe Charms and Delicacies, (be con- 
fers on her acknowledged Offspring ! 3ut— - 

. It is very poffible, interrupted Sophroniusy that the 
Opinions x>i Manl^ind may be influenced by their 
Tempers. The Fruit, no Doubt, will partake of 
the Nature oif the Soil, But PhUocks fhould remem- 
ber, that the fame Obfervation will ferve to explain 
the Rife of his Sentiments, no lefs than mine. I am, 
however, very willing tp con&is, that Lam always 
afhamed of being pleafed, where I cannot affign the 
Caiffe ; and am extremely apt to fufpe£l my Judg- 
ment concerning any ObjeA, that moves my Paf- 
£oin« For this Reafon, I fliould hardly fend my Dif- 
ciple to the School of Arts (for there, Phiiocleiy you 
ftemed to be pointing) for his Infiru£lion in the 
Truth of feverePhilofophy. A good Pi£lu«, a well- 
executed Statue, or a fine Style, give me (fo far as 
I am able to difcover clearly their rcfpe£live Beauties) 
ibme Degree of 'Piealure. But when the profefied 
Admirers, the Connoi&urs in thefe fsvcrsi Arts, taHc 
of t^r namdefs Graces j their certain inexplicable 
Delicacie?) and I jkaow doC what other fine Terms, 

... of 
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of which they tbemfelves do not pretend to explain 
the Meaning ; there, I confefs, I am left behind^ 
«nd referve my Rapture, tiU I jreceiv€4ny-Cofl¥J<ftiefi. 

For tell me, PhthcleSy what is this Delicacy^ ei- 
ther in the Arts or Conduft of Life, which you are 
-cQnft?uitly extolling ki fucb high Strains, and with 
fuch an Airof Earneftnefs, as if you were perfuaded 
that there is fomething in it real and fubftantial ? 

Pbiloclis was going to reply ; when a Servant in^ 
formed ihem that Supper was. upon the TaWe. How* 
ever, in their Way to the Houfe, he took Occdfwm, 
from the beautiful Scenes tipj^ey palfed, to throw out 
fomc general Reflexions in Support of hi« favourite 
Doftrine : for he was determined to omit to Opp<^«> 
tunity of drawing his Friend into the Love and Study 
of Refinement ; the Difregird to which Accomplifli-r 
ment, he looked iipon jas the chief Deficiency m^this 
Cbara^er pf Ssiphramus. 
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AS Sophronlus is an early Rifer, he was amufing 
himfetf in the Library, before Philocles was 
yet ftirring. But his Friend, perceiving it 
now Day, foon followed him thither, being unwil- 
ling to lofe any Opportunity of enjoying a Conver- 
lation, in which he found himfelf often inftru6):ed, 
9nd always entertained. 

How happy (faid Philocles entering the Room) 
how happy would it be for the fafhionable World, 
were they as well acquainted ^*with this fweet Hour 
** of Prime,** as you, SophrontuSy are, who feldom 
fuffer the Sun to rife upon you in Bed ! 

Rather, replied Sophronlus^ how much happier 
would it be for the World in general, would certain 
adive Spirits be perfuaded to flqmbcr Life away ! 
fincc they wake but to purfue their Ambition, or 
' veiit llieir Impertinences, and rife only to embroil 
Cr miflead Mankind, 

Undoubtedly, faid Philocles^ if many of thofe, 
whofe A^ons fill our Hiftories, or whofe Specula^ 

. tions 
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tions fwell our Libraries, had pafled their whole 
Lives in profound Sleep ; the World would have 
been obliged to them for their Rcpofe, but can now 
only lament that they were ever awake. 

I was reading the other Day (continued he) a 
Treatife upon Bees: The ingenious Author, fpeak- 
ing of the dormant Stateof Infe6l:s, mentions an Ex- 
periment he has made, of extending that Period of 
their Exigence far beyond its ufual Duration, even 
to fomc Years. If this Philofopher could fo improve 
his Experiment, as to make it applicable to his own 
Species, might not the Difcovery be turned to very 
fmgular Advantage ? 

For my own Part, returned Sophromus, were I 
Mafter of fuch a Secret, I would rather apply it to 
th6 miftaken Speculatift, than the falfely anibitious* 
The Sons of Turbulence can only affeft theirunfor'^ 
tunate Contemporaries ; and the Mifchief they do, 
generally end^ with their Lives. But the Puzzlers 
and Perverters of Truth and Science are pernicious, 
perhaps, to feveral Generations, and difturb the 
Repofe of the World, many Ages after they them- 
felves are removed out of it. The firft Eilay, I 
would make of my foporific Art in the literary 
World, ihould be upon the Critics, a Tribe of Mor- 
tals in the Republic of Letters, more fubverfive of 
its Peace and Intereft, than — i^ 

Hold, good Sophronlus ! I doubt, your Cenfure is 
DOW growing too general. Some low and petulant 

Spirits 
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Spirit, I confefs, have brought a Reproach upon 
4he Name of Critic ; but the Art in itfelf certainly 
^Cerves Eiteem. No Man can pofiefs that Taleiit 
in its true Extent, or ej^rcife it to full Advantage, 
without being Mafter of fomething more valuable 
than Arifltitlt ok Lmgirms can teach him. He lUuft 
iiave a certain quick Feeling of Dtlicacf vbl Art^ and 
Manners ; which no Rules wiU ever be able to ioir 
pnrt, whpre Nature has denied. 

hardly, PhilnUs^ will you be gble to bring pa^ 
fpver to more favourable Sentiments ot this Critic- 
Icience, by making Delicacy a neceflary Ingredient. 
For by all that I could ever difcover oi the true Ef- 
fence of that Quality, as it is applied either to the 
tD^rations of Art, or the Conduft of Maftners, it 
^p«\«s its whole Exigence entirely to J'^ncy ; and 
yAy^ti I hear a Man recommended a^ a Critic of 
^•FCiit Delicacy, I imfnediately conclude him a Pef- 
^ of high Enthufiafm. , 

Do you really think then, Sophron'ms^ that Deli- 
cacy, whether confidered as a Faculty of the Mind, 
or as an Effe<Sl of Art, is nothing more than the 
Raptures of warm Imagination, entirely unfupported 
by an)t Principles of Reafon ? 

I will not venture to pronounce, ahfwered Sophro- . 

nivs^ of the Clearnejfe of other Men's Ideas ; and, 

' perhaps, the nice Refiners in Tafte and Genius may 

liavc Conceptions to which common Language can* 

n9t fupply adequate Terms. But of this I am fure: 

whenever 
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whenever they talk upon the Subje<ft ; either they 
lefolvc Delicacy into a certain Je ne fgai quoij or 
Ak explain it in fo vague and unprecife a Manae*^ 
as to leave the Matter abfolutely undetermined^ to 
a Mind that cannot embrace any Principle, but 
what it clearly apprchemis. 

However loo fely, replied PhilocUs^ this Term may 
have been ufed heretofore in our Lauguage ; or how 
much foever it is (ometimes depreciated by a miftakeit 
Application both in Writings and Converfation ; yet 
with the moft approved Authors amongft us, it feems 
BOW ta have obtained a determinate Meaning, and 
is always mentioned by them as an high Quality, and 
thefiniihingExcellenceofCompofitiOn and Manners, 

AsnoMin, Philocles^ is more clear in his Con- 
ceptions than yourfclf ; poffibly I may re^ceivfe that 
Satisfadlion from you, which I have in vain fought 
for elfewherc. Tell me then, I intreat you, wherein 
this Quality, according to your Notion, confifts. 

Delicacy, replied Phil&cUs^ is good Senfe ; but 
good Senfe refined ; which produces an inviolabi^ 
Attachment t^ Decorum and Sanctity, m we4l as 
Elegance of Manners, with a clear Difcermnent and 
ivarm Senfibility of whatever is pure, reguki*, and 
polite; and, at the fame Time, an Abhorrence of 
whatever is grofs, ruftic, or impure, of unnatural, 
cfFeminate, and over-wrought Ornaments of every 
Kind. It is, in ihort, the graceful and the beautiful 
added to the juft and the good. 

According 
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According to this Account, (aid Sopbronius^ De- 
licacy feems to be exadly the fame Thing, that Ur- 
banity was among the Romans. 

9 

When that illuftrious People, anfwered Pbihclesy 
had fpread their military Fame over the World, and 
fubdued all the Nations around ; they then turned 
their Attention to the Embellifhments of Life. 
Their Succefs was equal to the Vigour of their At- 
tempts ; and they foon learned to polifh their Lan- 
guage, refine their Pronunciation, cultivate Huma- 
nity, and adorn their Manners, A Lallus and a 
Scifio [tf] arofe, and tranfplanted liberal Wit from 
Greece ; which afterwards grew and profpered with 
* a Bloom and Vigour fcarce inferior to what it drew 
from its native Soil. 

Rome was now become the Seat of Elegance, as . 
well as Empire : nor were her Eagles more dreaded, 
than her Refinement was admired. The Attainment 
of thefe Accomplifliments, they ftiled Urbanity ; as 
they were the peculiar Charadleriftics of the diftin- 
guiihed Inhabitants of this imperial City. 

This I take to be the genuine Acceptation of that 
Word amongft the ancient Romans. It feems to have 

[tf] Scipio tam elegans liberalium artium omnifque do£^rinae et auc- 
tor et admirator fuit, ut Polybium Panztiumqoe pf^icellentes ingenio 
wos domi milftixque fecum habubrit. Neque quifquam hoc Scijiione 
clegantius intervalla negotiorumotiodisjunxit, femperque inter armaac 
^dia ireriattts^ aut corpus pericul^t, aut aBimuixi difciplinis exercuit. 

V, Patvrc. 1. i. c. 13. 

been 
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been confined to the Qualities I have mentioned, 
and never applied to the fine Arts, as Delicacy is 
with us, and therefore differs from it only as a Part 
from the whole. 

To admit, for the prefent, faid Sophronius^ that all 
thofe Ideas are juftly comprehended under the Word 
Delicacy^ which you have colIe£):ed in your Defcrip- 
tion — Yet by what Criterion is this Property in any 
Subjeft to be tried ? In this Operation of the Facul- 
ties, which we call Reafoning^ the Mind examines 
the ObjeSs, as they ftand in Reality : and for our 
Direction, there is always a Standard in the Nature 
of Things. But is this the Cafe with regard to what 
ConnoifleuTS call Amiable or Delicate ? Beauty and 
Pleafure arc nothing but an Agreement between the 
Obje£l and the Faculty. What then can determine 
2 Man's Approbation or Diflike in thefe Points, 
but the peculiar Caft of his Mind ? 

Though it fliould not be poffible^ anfwered Vhilo^ 
cles^i precifely to fix the Criterion you are enquiring 
after ; yet would it not neceflarily follow, that there 
is abfolutely no fuch Thing. Several Inftances 
might be mentioned, wherein the Mind, has un- 
doubtedly, a certain fixed Rule by which it judges ; 
when neverthelefs, it is notable to explain pofitively, 
in what that Rule confiils. 

■ 

Will not a true Judge in Painting, who has been 
longconverfant among the noble Remains of that 
charming Art J, be able to diftinguifh a Copy from an 

Original ? 
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Origfna! ?* And would not you, Sopbranius^ venture 
fo give your TelHmoay, in a Court of J«fttce, to 
you*- Friend'* Hand-wipiting ? And yet, were you, 
or the Connoiffeur I juft-now mentioned, to be afked 
by what Criterion you were able to determine fo af- 
furedly in the refpeftive Cafed before you ; neither of 
you moft certainly, would be capable of afcertain- 
rng, to the Satisfaftion of the Enquirer, that Stan- 
dard in your IVlimf,- by which you formed your fc- 
vefal Judgments. 

But the Standard, -by which w© arc to be guided 
Jn the AiFair of Delicacy ^ h no doubtful or chimcri* 
€at Notion : it has a real and fure Foundation. 

Nature has implanfed in us an internal Senfe; 
vhftch gives us a juft Perception of the Relation be- 
tween our Faculties of apprehending, and the Ob- 
jefts prefented to* them. We arc framed in fuch a 
Manner, that fome Anions, Ideas, or Forms, which 
occur to us, as neceffarily excite Sattsfa&ion and 
Delight, as others create Diffafte and Averfion. 
When? we look upon a beautiful Piflure, the Mind 
immediately recur^ to Nature ; and finding a certain 
Agveement between its own Ideas of Beaaty, and 
the Rcprefentatron which ftands before us, it in- 
fia:ntly acknowled^s the fhnilar Graces, and re- 
cognizes the true and proper Standard. ^ 

The Criterion then of DeTuacy in any Afiion or 
Compofition, is the fure Feeling and Confcioufnefsof 
its Conformity to a like natural Senfa^ion within us^ 
operating neceffarily on the Mind, the very Inftant 

that 
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that the kindrqd Fofms or Ideas arc cxhjbitpd to us. 
This Senfe and Tafte of Beauty may, indeed, like all 
bur ithcr Faculties, be greatly improved by DifcU 
pline and Exfcrcife j as on the contrary, for want of 
them, it maybe much impaired. / But fbll, it is evi- 
dent, that this difcerning Power i^ borA with us, and 
is as certain a Principle, as any belonging to our Na* 
iure. For do we not fee, that even Infants are de- 
lighted with the firft View of a round Ball, and 
prefer it to a lefs regular Figure ? The untaught 
Mind difcovers a Sympathy between the Ideas and 
Objeds, and eafily diftinguiflies the< fair and {hape« 
fy, from the irregular ind deformed* 

Hardly, faid Sophronius^ can this internal Senfc 
Se looked tipoh as a fure Criterion ; fince Men'd 
Notions are fo widely different, that what raifes the 
Idea of Beauty in dne, may have a contrary EflFcft 
lipon another. 

This kind of Otjeftiori, returned Pbilocks^ may- 
be urged with equal Force againft the Evidence even 
of mathematical Demonffration. Though the Phi- 
lofopher has evinced the Truth of a Propofition by 
thg mod infallible Deduftions of Reafoning j yet 
there may be fome particular Minds, which, either 
through a Weaknefs of their Faculties, or the Inter- 
vention of wrong Ideas, cannot fe^l the Force of his 
Conclufions. But this, you know, is no Argument 
againft the Truth and Certainty of the Reafoning : 
The Demonftration is no lefs clear, though not ap-^ 
prehendQd by every Individual. It is the very fame 

Vol. L Z i%^ 
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in our prefcnt Enquiry. It cannot, with any Shew 
of Reafon, be inferred, that there is no fuch Thing 
as Beauty, or no Criterion to afcertain it, beciufe 
fome particular Minds do not feel the one, or appre- 
hend the other. If a'Difpute arife, we appeal to 
Nature and the common Peelings of Mankind, ^nd 
do not hefitate to affirm, that vdiat appears beauti- 
ful to one, will generally do fo to another j if his Fa- 
culties are right, and his Attention fair and impartial. 

, Who ever denied the Beauty of the Fenus de Me- 
itch ? Or does any Man fay, there is not a diftin- 
guifhed Delicacy in the Works of thoft inimitable 
Axi\&^y Raphael 2XiA Guido? SomeConnoifleurs may» 
it is true, give the Preference to the former -, and 
fome, perhaps be more charmed With the latter ; 
or they may diffly: in the Degree of Merit to be af* 
cribed to this or that particular Performance ; but 
fiill they all agree that Grace and Elegance are 
the Charades iftics of both thefe Mailers. ' This is a 
Point,, which never has been, and never will be con- 
teffed. And whence can this univerfal Confent 
arife, but from fomething certain and uniform in Na- 
ture ? From whence, but that inward Senfe com- 
mon to Mankind, which operates with the fame 
Efficacy upon the Generality of the Species f 

Nor is this true with refpeS to the imitative Arts 
only ; but it is equally applicable to every Objed: 
that prefents itfelf to us.*— — 

Look yonder ! (feid he, pointing to a View of the 
Thames) what cautiful Profpedt lies before you ! 

Behold 
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Behold the gentle Glidings of that lovely River ! 
See hovr he winds his full Stream inipleafing Mean- 
der^, ftcering his majcftic Courfe through verdant . 
Meads, and diftributing Wealth aiid Pleafure, ais he 
flows along ! Obferve the numerous Villas whick 
adorn his Banks, and are adorned by him ! — Al!^ 
thut have ever beheld this Scene of Delight, agree 
in admiring its Charms^ and acknowledge that the 
delicate Ideas here raifed in their Minds, are per- 
feftly correfpondent to their natural Senfe of Love- 
linefs and Grace. 

Natur« theh fs the Standard and Afcertainel- o^ , 
Delicacy* To her iTribunal the Defenders of Beau* 
ty make their Appeal ; to her Sentence they finall j 
fubmit their Caufe. 

The great Matters of Criticifm have, indeed, up^ 
en very juft Grounds, been efteemed by all impro- 
ved Nations, as proper Regulators of Tafle ; and 
therefore a Deference is due to their known Rulei 
and eftablijibed MeaAtres. Bat this Deference is not 
founded on the Authority of their Names, but on 
the Juftnefs of their Pt)fcrvrations and Reafonings. 
And on this Account they have ever been looked up* 
on as infallible Guides, to prevent the Mii;id from 
deviating out of the plain Pat)i|*of Nature^ 

Granting, returned Sopbrfnius, that you have 
pointed out a proper Standard for the Trial of Beau ty 
in the imitative Arts; will the fame Rule ferve fo 
the Delicacy ofGo^d-huuiing f This feeois to depend 

Z 2 entirely 
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entirely upon prevailing Cuftoms^ wbichareof fb un* 
fettled a Nature, that they are ever varying with the 
Complexion of Times and Climates. What is looked 
upon a$ polite in one Age or Country, is,, you are 
ienfible, efteemed the Reverie in another. How then, 
can there be zity fettled Principle, todired our Judg*-: 
ment concerning a Thing fo vague and inconftant? 

That Part of good Manners, rtflied PhUocles^ to 
which you here allude, relates only, I fuppofe, to 
certain Forms and Ceremonies, And as*far as thefe 
are abfolutely indifferent in themfelves, and have no 
Other Value but what they derive from the fafhion- , 
able World ; to that Standard alone (wavering and 
uncertain as it is) we muft be content to refer our- 
felves in this Cafe. But yet furely there are many ex^ 
terior Obfervances and Forms of Behaviour, in 
i(lfhicb we may clearly difcover a Comelinefs or Ine- 
legance, that arifes mantfeftly from a Conformity or 
Unfuitablenefs to the Nature of Things, ta commoa 
Senfe, and an inbred Feeling of Decgrunu If this 
were otherwife ; on what Principle do we cfaim a 
Right to draw Comparifons between the Politenefs 
of different Countries, and give the Ufages and. 
Cufioms of one,, the Preference to thofe of another i 

' But however this may be ; yet the more elFential 
Points ofDelUdcy in Manner s^ are clearly afcertained 
by our internal Senfe, and are therefore invariably 
the fame in every Age and every Climate^ 

• Suppofe a Man, for Inftance, . to Be foiricited by 
^s Friend to do him a good Office, or knd him Af^ 

fiftance 



Dial: ir. O N D ELI C A C Y- $41 

fiftance in Diftrcfs, After great Impprtunity he 
yields to his Entreaties, but with fuch a fullen Air, 
and reluctant Countenance, as n^uft offend eves the 
Receiver.— Who would not feel the Odioufnefs of 
granting a Requeft with fuch Circumftances of In- 
decency ? Suppofe another Man conferring a Favour 
with fuch a pleafing Cheaffulnefs and humane Ad- 
4refs, as makes the Giver appear to be the Perfon 
obligedr—In this Cafe^ it is impoffible for any, but 
the moft brutal and degenerate, not to be fenfible of 
the Comelinefs of fuch a Demeanour, and applaud 
this amiable Manner of heightening the Value of a 
generous A£tion« 

In fuch Points of JBAaviour then as thefe, which 
are the jmoft material Pjirts of Good-breeding, we 
have the f^me Rule to form our 'Judgments, as in 
the imitative Arts. They depend not on thp Caprice 
pf Fafhion, or the varying Complexion of Times 
and Climates; but are founded on that internal 
Senk of Decorum f that univerfal Humanity, com-^ 
mpn and natural to all Mankind ; which is the 
Ground of our Love and Hatred, the Guide of our 
Approbation and Di^ike^ 

• 

If we proceed farther, and extend our Enquires 
.to Things of higher Importance, to the nobleft and 
fnoft efiential Beauty^ the Purity of a moral Conduct. 

That Culture of the Mind, interrupted 5«^j^^»/«r, 
which leads a Man to fee and feel the Comelinefs of 
Viriue^ has undoubtedly a fure Foundation, and an 
inf;^Uit>Ie Standard in Nature. And as this kind of 

7$ 3 Refinement 
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Refinement is of the higheft Concern to us, it mu(^ 
be allowed to have a juft Claim to our bcft Atten- 
tion and Regard. But here, Phtlodes^ I muft flop, 
Any thing, beyond this, feems to me ^ Misfortune 
rather than an Happinefs. 

It has been juftly obfcrved, that Men of a deli- 
cate Frame are too fenfihly afre(9:ed with the Acci-? 
dents of Life. Upon any profperous Event, their 
Spirits are apt to be elevated beyond all Bounds \ 
And in Adverfity, their Grief pierces fo deep into 
the tender Frame, that it becomes infupportable. It 
is poffible, perhaps, that in fome Inftancej they may 
have more lively Enjoypients than Men of a coarfer 
Mould ; but then they have alfo more pungent Sor- 
rows. Occurrences which \Vould have no EfFe<Sl up- 
on a ftrongcr Mind, afflift them to the laft Degree ; 
4he moft trivial P'fappointment, the Omiffion of a 
Ceremony, a carelefs Word or Gefture, nay even ^ 
I^ook, will difcompofe their Temper, and caft 2X\ 
heayy Gloom on their Minds, 

This Ohfervation, returned Phikcles^^ is founded' 
on a miftaken Notion of the true Charafter of Deli^ 
cacy* If fine Senfations are not Supported with ftrong 
Senfe, they dwindle into Effeminacy : nor had ever 
any Man an elegant Tafte, who had not alfo a found 
Underftanding. There is, indeed, in a delicate 
Frame, a certain Degree of Softnefs j but then it is 
only jiift as much as fuiEces to prevent the Inconve- 
niences, that attend upon the rough and boifterou^ 
Paffiolis. Something, it mu|l be owned, there is in 

it 
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It, not unlike a feminine Tenderncfs ; but no aaore 
than ferves to render the Mind fufceptible of the fine 
Impreffions of Beauty, and give Amiablenefs to that 
raafculine Strength, on which a delicate Tafie fo 
much depends, that it cannot poiEbly fubfift without 
it. To be able to form a right Judgment of Arts 
and Manners ; to fee and feel their Symmetry and 
Proportion ; there are, you muft be fenfible, fo many 
Views to be taken in, and fuch Variety of XiJircum- 
ftanc^s to be compared ; that it is impoffiblc any one 
can arrive at true Refinement, who has not ftrong 
natural Abilities. There may, it is true, be good 
Senfe, where the Exquifitenefs of Tafte is wanting : 
but there can be no excjuifite Tafte 'without good 
Senfe. 

That Frame of Mind, therefore, which you reprc- 
fent as labouring under all the Inconveniences of 
nice and tender Senfations, I can by no Means allow 
to have any fair Prjetenfions to the CharaScr of Gi^ 
nuine Delicacy ; which is never attended with thofe 
Confequences, that flow from an Iqibecillity of 
Paffions. 

Were I to allow this, returned Sophroniusj yet 
DeEcacyy, according to your own Idea of it, is cer- 
tainly liable to many i^nhappy Confequences. Let 
me mention one ; which, I think, fhould very much 
abate a Man's Ardour of obtaining this Quality. 
As it has fuch an ** inviolable Attachment to every 
^^ thing that is elegant and polite; and fuch an Ab- 
*' horrence of Inelegance and Goarfencfs [i] ; it 

Z 4 midt 
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ttiuft neccflarily deprive a Man of that great Satis^ 
fa£lion in Life, the Frequency of focial Enjoyment. 
Seldom will he be able to find Company adapted to 
his Taftcj his Expectations run high; and the 
Fund to fupply t)iem is extreme fcanty. How few 
are there, who ever aim at fuch Refinement ! How 
much fewer, who attain it ! The Generality af 
Men muft ^erefore be difagreeable and irkfome to 
him : and he will very rarely meet with one, froqi 
whofe Society he can receive any tolerable Degree 
of Entertainment. 

What thei^ has he gained by this faftidious Nicq- 
jfiefs ? He has refined himfelf into a Difinclination to 
lie pleafed with the Intercourfes of almoft all around 
him, and the ordinary Satisfaftions of his Being. For- 
iaking, therefore, his own Kind, he refolves, in aF\t 
of Spleen, to fequefter himfelf from the World, as 
being too delicate to live amongfi fuch uncultivated 
Mortals. But in vain docs he feek Redrefs from So- 
litude : for, by this Eftrangement from human Com- 
merce, he contrads, by Degrees, fuch an inveterate 
Peevifhnefs and Severity, as imbitters his whole Life, 
and ends, perhaps, at laft in a fettled ]^ifanthropy« 

This, Phibclesj may proye, and, I doubt not, h|^ 
often proved, the Confequence of cultivating fuch a 
wP<//Vjry of Sentiment. 

And is this a defirable State ? Is it any Symptoijfi 
of a |bund Habit ? On the contrary j are not thefe 
the fad Indications of a vitiated and difeafed Confti- 
tutionofMind?. 

How 
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How different is the State of that Man who is not 
over-nice and curious in his Demands of focial In- 
tercourfe ! As he has not raifed his Ideas of human 
Nature to an immoderate Height, he is content to 
take Mankind as he finds them^ with Allowances to 
their Foibles and tmperfeftions. And, as he has not 
refined his iSenfations into an Inaptitifde of bein^ 
pleafed) he can fcarce conyerfe with any of his Fel- 
loW'Creatures^ without fome Degree of Entertiin- 

ment. 

> 

That Refinement then, which robs "a Man of thcfe 
prdinary Satisfaftions, is farely rather to be avoid^ 
than purfued : and a Temper even themoft infen-*- 
fible to every Beauty and Grace, is far preferable to 
Z Difpofition fo hard to be plpfe4> and which can 
\>c fo feldom gratified. 

If this Delicacyx){ Tzfic^ replied Phtlock^^ narrows 
tbp Circle of our Friendfliips, it certainly renders 
them more perfeil. An Indifference to the Company 
and Converfation of the many^ will add Strength and 
Duration to our particular Attachments, It is very 
true, a Man of an unrefined Frame, how ftrong fo- 
ever his Senfe may be, is not nice and exaft in feleft- 
inghis Acquaintance : almoft any are fufficientto 
anfwer his Demands, fuch a Man has not Senfations 
fine enough to make an Eledlion j and his therefore 
po Friends, becaufe he has no Delicacy. But is that 
a defirable State of Mind which excludes one of t^c 
^greateft Ornaments and Joysvf h\iman Life? It muft 
" " he 
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be owned, that he who has digeftcd his Qbfcrvations 
on Mankind, and formed hi* Mind to an Excellence 
and Elegance of Sentiment, cannot take any great 
i>elight in mixt and undiftinguifbed Company ; and 
will therefore be inclined to limit his Friendfhips and 
Acquaintance* But his AiFe6tions, being thus cir- 
cumfcribed within narrow Bounds, will confequcnt*- 
ly rife to an higher Pitch j than if they were more 
di^ufed. This is fo far froni leffcning, that it in- 
creafes, the Ardour of our Enjoyments : and, if it 
diminifh the Number, it heightens the Value of our 
jFriendfliips. 

I will not deny, that the Cultivation of refined 
Sentiment may give a Man a<Difreli{hto the general 
Turn of Converfation, Whenever, therefore he 
cannot find fuch Society as is adapted to his Pifpo- 
fition, why fhould he be cenfured for ftepping afidc 
from the beaten Track of Life, to indulge in fepa- 
rate Thought, and the calm Delights of Self-enjoy- 
ment ? This furely is a Meafure rather to be ap- 
plauded than condemned ; and what every fenfibl^ 
lA^n would purfue in fuch a Cafe : for, 

Wifdim'sfelf 

Oftfitks tojkveit retired Solitude^ 

Wbere^ n.vith her heft Nm/e^ Contemplatien^ 

^Ih plunus ht,r Feaibert^ utidlets grow be^ Wings \ 

Whicby hi the 'Various Buftle tfR^/ort^ 

W<^ aU too ruffed^ anifomtttmts imfaifti [r}« . 

Let him not remain too long fequeftered,.but re-> 
|\im in proper Time to mix again with the World -^ 

Und 
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^d his Conduil: can neither be deemed inconfiftent 
with fecial AfFeftion^ nor have any ill Effl^iS upon 
his Temper. If indeed he extend his Love of ile- 
tirement fo far, as abfolutdy to exclude himfelf 
from Society, I cannot undertake his Vindication, 
He is gone beyond the Ppint of Perfection, and i$ 
therefore indelicate^ 

Sophronius attended very earneftly to thefcObfer-. 
nations of his Friend, and feemed by his Couute- 
liance, to be abnoft convinced in this Point. 

After a Paufe— — Suppofe, faid hs, I fhould al- 
low your Reafonings to be juft, in this Particular ; 
and that the Dilicacy of Tafte in the Choice of 
Friends may, perhaps, be an Happinefs rather than 
^ Misfortune j yet I am ftill doubtful whether this 
Quality in general be a neceffary Attainment. For 
after all that you have faid, or can pofnbly urge far- 
ther on this Subjeft, I am perfuaded, that good 
Senfe, a right Mind, and generous AfFeftion, have 
fuch a native Cornel inefs, that they ftand in Need of 
tio adventitious Ornaments, but, like Diamonds^ 
;»ppear to full Advantage, when plain fet. 

The Diamond, returned PhllpcleSj lyas polifhed, 
before it was fet ; and whatever Value it might have 
in its ;:o,ugh State, it had certainly no Beauty, till it 
came from the jHands of the judicious Artift. Thus 
^t is with Senfe and Virtue : they are Jewels indeed^ 
-even when rough and unadorned : but furely their 
Merit is more aitra6live, and tt^y command a niucj^ 
". . .^ighep 
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higher Eftimation, when they arc fct off with jfuiu 
able Embellifbmeiits. 

Hence it was that Socrates, the wifeft.and beft of 
all the Gracian Sages, tempered the Harflinefs of 
Precepts with an Air of Pleafantry ; well knowing, 
that to pleafe, was the fureft Way to perfuade. He 
therefore ftript Philofophy of her uncouth Attire, 
and gave her a n^ore gracefid Meiiu 

Our chief Bufinefs in Life is indeed to form juft 
Sentiments, in order to produce a juft Conduct. 
Yet fomething ftiJl is wanting; fome additional 
' Grace, to make Truth and Virtue operate with full 
Succefs, both with refpeft to-ourfdves and our 
Fellow-creatures. They may, it is true, procure 
us the Efteem, but will not be able to gain us 
the Love of Mankind, without aif Happinefs of 
Marmerm 

It is with great Juftice Sopbronius fets fo high a 
Value on the generous AfFeftions : but, yal'uable as 
they undoubtedly are, yet, if they be not accompanied 
with a certain Grace, they will neither have the 
Merit nor Efficacy of Benevolence attended by 
Delicacy^' 

It is your Humour to run down every thing, that 
tends to Refinement, Yet, from many inftances, 
you muft allow me to fay, that you are not, in Re- 
ality, fo great an Enemy to it, as you affeil to ap- 
pear. No Man confers a Favour with, a better 

Grace^ 
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Grace. Extend your Refinement farther, and you 
vrill find it no lefs ufeful in the momentous Affairs 
of Life. Truth and Virtue are, in thefe Cafes, 
what Foundation and Strength are to an Edifice: 
they give Solidjty and Support. But, if Symmetry^ * 
Proportion, and fuitable Decorations, be not added, 
you cannot boaft of a complete Strudinre. 

In every View, Sopkrmius^ it is evident, I think, 
that the Refinements and Elegancies of Life not 
only render Men more agreeable and amiable to one' 
another, but art alfo conducive to the greateft and 
higheft Purpofes. For this Reafon, perhaps, the 
Author of our Frame has made us fufceptible of the 
Pleafures of Imagination; that we might be the 
more readily gained over to the Interefts of Virtue ^ 
when we thus find, that the Way to her lies through 
the Paths of Pleafure. 

This feems to be the excellent Defign, and this is^^ 
ever found to be the coniitant EfFe£):, of genuine 
Delicacy. When it confpires with Virtue, its In- 
fluence is as furely felt, as its Lovelinefs is readily 
acknowledged : like mingled Streams, they become 
more forcible by being united. 

Thus it is, that thefe mutual Friends confirm and 
ftrengthen each other's Intereft. Delicacy allures Men 
to Virtue ; and Virtue afcertains and fupports Deli-* 
cacy. The Connexion between them is ftrong j the 
Harmony perfect ; and the £Ce(^s anfwerable. 

But 
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Bat do we not fee many, returned Siphrortius, dif-, 
tingiiifhed for the Elegance of their Tafte^ both lit 
Arts and Manners, who, at.thfe fame Time, are in- 
fenfible of moral Beairty, and utt^r Stranger^ to the 
Senfations of inward Harmony and Proportion ? 

It IS no uncommon Thing, anfwered Phibcks^ 
for Men to live at Vajriance vvith themfelves, and 
in Contradi6lion to their own Principles. This 
muft be the Cafe of thofe who cultivate the exterior 
EmKIlill^imcnts of Life, whilft their Minds lie 
waflc and neglected : For what is that Prin-^ 
ciple, on which they ground their Entertainment 
and Pleafure of refined Tafte, but a Senfe of Sym- 
metry, Order, and Proportion in Nature ? They 
calinot then but be fenfible, that there is fuch a 
Thing as Beauty in the Mind, as well as in the 
outward Form^ j and the latter however valuable 
in itfelf, yet, when compared with the former, is 
but of a fubordinate and lower Degree. It is pof- 
fible that the Elegance of their Fancy in the inferiof 
Kind may have engrbffed their Attention, and made 
them ov^tlook the fuperior Worth of the other;, 
efpecially where fometmfubdued Paffions concur ta 
help on the Miftake ; or the Force of inveterate Habit 
has taught them to ftop at the low Attainment of 
fubaltern Beauty. But when Fancy is fatiated, and 
Reafon has Leifure tQ operate, they muft, in the 
phiiofophic Hour, perceive the Abfurdity of admir- 
ing Exterior Symmetry, without recurring to the 
Interior^ the vnou eflential Beauty. Whilft there- 
fore 
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fore they aft in Oppofition to thefe Suggcftions of 
the Mind, they muft unavoidably he unhappy. 

Your Obfervation, faid Sophronius^ brings to my 
Mind an Aflbrtion, which I find maintained by many 
of the celebrated Ancients and Moderns j *' that 
** the high and genuine Tafte(as they call it) of the 
** polite Arts never refided in the Breaft of an im- 
*' moral Man/* They imagined it impoflible for 
©ne, who was impure in his Aftions, to be refined 
\n his Serifations : fince, in their Eftimation, the 
fame Faculties and Difpofitions which would ^ead a 
Man to difcern and relifli the Charms of Arts, would 
necefTarily incline him to tafte and admire the De- 
lights of a regular Conduft ; betwixt which, they 
thought, there was an infcparable Connexion. But 
this is one of the fanciful Maxims of eothufiaftic Ge« 
nius; and Inftances might be produced, which inconr 
teftably demonftrate the Falfhood of the Affertion. 

When you confider, replied Phikcles^ whataftrong 
Difpofition there is in Mankind, to vilify thore,who<« 
extraordinary Talents lift them up to the Noticeand 
Admiration of the World j you will be very tender ii> 
giving a decifive Sentence in the Cafe. But if we take 
th€ Objeftion in its ftrongeft Light, will a few In- 
ftances of Deviation overthrow a general Maxim ? 
Still it may be true, that the Study of the fine Arts 
naturally leads to the Love of Virtue. When a Mart 
has given himfelf up to thefe engaging Speculations; 
they take fuch^uU Pofleifion of the Heart, that be is 

not at Lcifure to lend an Ear to the Calls of Ambi- 

tion« 
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tion, or thfc Demands of inordinate Self-paffions^ 
And as thefe grand Inciters of Vice are* thus happily 
filenced,.he is more likely to hearken to the Suggef^ 
tions of Virtue, and incline more readily to every 
Duty of Benevolence sfnd focial Regard# 

Upon the whole, from the beff and cooleft Judg-^ 
inent I have oeen able to make^ . I csinnot but be of 
Opmion, it very rarely happens, ^^at a Man of a 
true refined Tafte in Arts and Literature, is not^ at 
Icaft, an hofieft Man. He may now and then, per- 
haps, be betrayed into forae little Slips andMiftakes 
in his ConducS ; but thefe Unwarinefles do not 
diarken the whole Character, nor give any juft 
Grounds to fix upon him the Imputation of Immor- 
ality. *' Such fmall Stains arid Blemiflies (as the 
^•'inimitable Mr. /fddifon ohkrvcs) die away, and 
** difappear^ amidft the BrigHtnefs wfiich furrounds. 
•* him," 

But the Bell has rung for Breakfaft.— Come, 
good S^phroniuii — the Ladiea will grow impatient. 



TChe END of the First Volume. 
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